
Excerpts from the 2006-2007 Parents’ Handbook 
 
Medical Examination 
The Illinois State Law requires that all school children must have periodic physical 
examinations by a licensed physician.  In addition, every child prior to or upon entering 
the Preschool programs (preschool, EC, Speech only, PT only, or At Risk), Kindergarten 
or first grade (if he/she did not previously attend Kindergarten) must be immunized 
against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, poliomyelitis, measles, rubella, mumps, varicella  
(chicken pox) and Hepatitis B.  Parents/guardians must also show proof of lead testing 
upon entering the Preschool programs or Kindergarten if mandated by the State Board of 
Health.  The physical exam must be completed no more than one (1) year in advance of 
the first day of school.   
 
As of the 2004-2005 school year, all students currently enrolled in the Plainfield District 
202 system, who will be matriculating to grades five (5) and nine (9), must present proof 
of having undergone a physical examination, including immunizations for those 
communicable diseases as prescribed by the Department of Health, in order to attend 
school on the first day of the current school year.   Such students will be excluded from 
school until proof of having received the required health examination and immunizations 
is presented to the District. 
 
In compliance with the law, the Board of Education has approved the following schedule: 

1. Children accepted to preschool through the application process must present a 
completed physical examination records before enrollment is accepted. 

2. Children entering Kindergarten and grade five must present a completed 
physical examination record before enrollment is accepted. 

3. Children entering first grade, who have not previously been enrolled in 
Kindergarten, must also present a completed physical examination report and 
shall have all immunizations up-to-date by the first day of school. 

4. As of the 2004-2005 school year, all students transferring into District 202 
must present documentation of all immunization dates and current physical 
examination in order to register. 

5. Any parent/guardian who objects to the physical examination and/or 
immunization requirements on constitutional grounds may submit a signed 
statement to the Board of Education.  The only valid constitutional objection 
must be based upon religious belief. 

6. Beginning in the fall of 1993, all students enrolling in grades K-12 must 
provide acceptable documentation of two doses of live measles virus vaccine, 
with the first dose administered not earlier than twelve months of age and the 
second dose no less than one month later. 

7. Beginning in the fall of 1997, all students entering 5th grade must, in addition 
to the physical exam, submit proof of the Hepatitis B immunizations (3 in a 
series). 

 
In addition, as of July 1, 2005, the state of Illinois now requires all Kindergarten, 
2nd, and 6th grade students to have an oral health exam performed by a licensed 
dentist.  For the upcoming school year, the examination should be performed after 



November 15, 2005 and before May 15, 2007.  
 
We know that you are interested in a good health program for your child.  Much care is 
given to all students to provide good health practices.  Failure to comply with the 
immunization and the medical examination requirements may result in students not being 
allowed to attend classes.  We sincerely request your cooperation to help achieve such a 
program. 
 
 
 
Medication While at School 
The Plainfield School District acknowledges that the responsibility for administering 
medication to a student rests primarily with that student's parent/guardian.  Authorized 
Plainfield School District personnel will administer medication during the school day 
only when failure to receive such doctor prescribed medication during school hours 
would jeopardize the student's health and education. 
 
The Superintendent shall establish regulations for the administration of medications to 
students.  The regulations shall be substantially based on the recommended Guidelines 
for Medication Administration in the Schools, published by the Illinois Department of 
Public Health and the State Board of Education, and shall provide for administration of 
medication to a student during school hours or during school activities only when 
necessary to maintain the student in school.  A copy of this policy and the regulations 
shall be given to the parent/guardian of each student within fifteen (15) days after the 
start of each school term or within fifteen (15) days of starting classes for students 
transferring to the Plainfield School District during the school term.  Also within such 
fifteen-day period, students enrolled shall annually be informed of the contents of this 
policy and the rules.  The administration of medication during regular school hours is 
contingent upon the following regulations: 
 
 1. Medications, which include both PRESCRIPTION DRUGS and OVER-THE-

COUNTER, to be taken during the school day will only be administered after the 
parent/guardian files a completed Plainfield School District "Medication 
Authorization Form" which is available from the building secretaries in each 
school office and needs to be filled out annually. 

 2. Any medications, which are brought to school without the completed Medication 
Authorization Form, will not be administered. 

 3. The student's parent/guardian must renew written orders to extend the 
administration of medication beyond the original authorization or to change the 
dosage in any manner. 

 4. We ask that parents bring in all medication in to the school.  The medication must 
be brought to the school office in a pharmaceutical container labeled with the 
student’s name, name of medication, the dosage and all pertinent instructions.  If 
it is absolutely impossible for parents to bring in medication, we ask that students, 
upon their immediate arrival to school, turn the medication into the office in a 
sealed envelope with the precluded information.  The empty container will be sent 
home with the student at the end of each week or at the end of the interim of 



medication administration.  If the parent or guardian does not pick up the 
medication by the end of the school year, the certified school nurse will dispose of 
and document that medications were discarded.   Medications will be discarded in 
the presence of a witness. 

 5. The initial dosage of the medication must be given at home. 
 6. Students are not allowed to keep any kind of medication in their possession while 

at school unless so directed by the written authorization of their physician. 
7. The student must come to the school office for his/her medicine.  The school will 

strive to assist students in grades K-5 to remember to come to the office to take 
his/her medication. 

8. Acknowledging that occasionally a medication must be administered during the 
school day, a certified school nurse or registered professional nurse, if available, 
shall administer the medication.  If a nurse is unavailable, a building administrator 
or a teacher holding an administrative certification and who volunteers may 
either:  1) Supervise the self-administration of the medication; or 2) administer the 
medication himself/herself. 

 9. Any Plainfield School District personnel holding an administrative certification 
who volunteers to give medication will be fully indemnified by the District in the 
event of any legal action.  It is the intent of this section to fully protect such 
volunteers and, therefore, the District assumes full liability in this regard. 

10. Any certified employee may administer medications in emergency situations if, 
under the circumstances, the school nurse, an administrator, or emergency 
medical personnel cannot be available in sufficient time and the student cannot 
reasonably self-administer the medication. 

11. The school will maintain an individual written record of any medication 
dispensed in the individual student's health record.  Such record will list the date, 
time, dosage, route, and signature of individual(s) administering the medication or 
supervising the self-administration of the medication.  A designee of the nurse or 
the certified administrator may create the actual record, but said nurse or 
administrator will affix his/her signature to the record. 

12. Medications and special items necessary to administer medications, such as 
syringes and hypodermic needles, will be stored in a separate locked drawer 
and/or cabinet.  Medications requiring refrigeration will be refrigerated in a secure 
area.  Medications will be available while a student is engaged in a school activity 
away from the customary site of storage and will be kept by the certified 
employee supervising the activity. 

13. An employee authorized to supervise the self-administration of medication will 
provide the medication to the student from the storage area, observe the student 
measure and take the required dosage, return the medication to its storage place, 
provide for or prepare a record, and initial same. 

14. Any side effects of the medication will be documented and placed in the student's 
health record. 

15. The school will, upon the request of the licensed prescriber and/or the 
parent/guardian, provide written feedback relative to any observed effects of the 
medication. 

 
 


