
    Message from the Principal . . . . . . . Mr. Steve Diveley___  

 

 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY VOLUME 13 ,  

Heritage Grove Howler  

Dear Parents and Community Members, 
 
WatchDOGS ï In the week of January 23, we started the WatchDOGS program with our 
first parent volunteer. WatchDOGS is the name of an idea where fathers come into schools 
and interact with students ï providing a positive male role model for students and assisting 
as a volunteer in some classrooms. Both Eagle Point and Freedom Elementary Schools 
are WatchDOGS schools, making Heritage Grove a perfect testing ground for this idea in 
the middle school. 
 
Each Monday and Friday, father figures are invited to Heritage 
Grove to be part of the WatchDOGS program. Volunteers can 
stay for several hours or the whole day and a detailed schedule 
is provided. We have plenty of days available for more volunteer 
WatchDOGS. If this interests you or you want more information, 
please e-mail or call the main office of HG. 
 
New Scoreboard  ï The PTO of Heritage Grove continues to be 
an awesome supporter of our school and students by providing  
equipment and technology. I recently completed the purchase of 
a new scoreboard for our gymnasium. The funds for this score-
board came from PTO fundraising. The new scoreboard will be 
an addition to the one that is already there. I am sure our ath-
letes will appreciate being able to see the score and time clock 
on both ends of the gym!  Thank you PTO and the executive 
board. 
 
Talent Show  - On February 11, we host our annual talent show. 
Not only is this a great opportunity for kids to show their talent 
and be recognized, it is also a fundraiser for our PTO and 
school. Expect to hear and see the announcements for this 
popular student event! Encourage your own child to join ï we 
look forward to seeing as many students perform as possible. 
 
Second semester  - The second semester of the school year 
started on January 9. Students are performing well on school 
and district assessments and academic skills are being prac-
ticed daily. The second semester usually proves more difficult 
for students as our curriculum and teachers continue to raise the 
bar for performance. The next 8 weeks (3rd quarter) is where 
most of the new learning of a school year takes place. Please 
help your children be successful by requiring study habits at 
home and responsibility for learning at school. 
 
Have a great winter! 

  

Upcoming Dates 

Feb. 2 ð Spelling Bee 

Feb. 4 ðSaturday School 

Feb. 8 ð Sports Team Pics. 

Feb. 15ðPTO Meeting 

Feb. 20  ðNO SCHOOL 

Feb. 21  ï  NO SCHOOL 
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William Barlog 

Math 

Jennifer Elli-

ott 

Team 6A:  The Alaskan Malamutes 

 As second quarter comes to a close our students have transformed into the true sixth grader that we know and love!  We will be having 
our awards assembly on January 20, in which we will acknowledge students who have had great success in the second quarter. 
Social Studies:  We are traveling through our Ancient Egyptian unit and will move on to Ancient China next.  Through different in-
class activities students will be studying different Chinese empires, philosophies and inventions.  Students have been comparing and con-
trasting the different dynasties, created a mini- book on Legalism, Confucianism, and Daoism, and studying the Silk Road, Great Wall of 
China and cultural diffusion. 
Science:  Our scientists have moved on to a new unit of study ð matter. We have been doing labs in class to measure mass, volume and 
density of objects.  Students found out which flavor of bubble gum had the most amount of sugar by measuring the mass of gum before 
it was chewed, then after five, two- minute intervals.  Students then graphed their data on a line graph.  We also have been measuring the 
volume of regular and irregular objects.  Students will then apply what they learned about mass and volume to find out how to figure 
out density.  Triple- beam balances, spring scales and graduated cylinders have been used in class in our first section in the matter unit  
Math:  Students are finishing their study of algebraic expressions and functions.  We have been using tables to identify rules and patterns 
and writing equations to represent the functions.  Students are also using the given expressions to find the missing values in tables.  The 
last skill to learn is how to graph functions and equations.  After students learn to turn equations and tables into ordered pairs, we will be 
ready to test (early January). 
As we prepare for ISAT testing at the end of February, students will see and hear more about the types of problems to expect on the tests.  
We will use our current topics to practice multiple choice questions, short answer questions, and extended response type questions.   As 
we practice these types of questions, students will develop plans to help them meet and exceed the standards as outlined by the ISAT pro-
gram.  Also, ask your children about the òBig 15ó program.  We will have these quizzes every week to help develop and master some basic 
computation skills.  It is important to practice these at home, and it is easy for parents to help their children prepare.  Look for graded 
samples of Big 15 quizzes with your childõs returned papers each week.  Our goal is for all students to earn scores of 15 every time 
Accelerated Math:  The accelerated math class is currently working on finding solutions to equations.  We will use this skill as we advance 
to functions and graphing.  Students are asked to interpret function tables and either use the input values provided or create their own 
input values (x) to find the output value (y) according to the function rule.  Students are converting these x and y values to ordered pairs 
and placing the function on to a graph.   
As we prepare for ISAT testing at the end of February, students will see and hear more about the types of problems to expect on the tests.  
We will use our current topics to practice multiple choice questions, short answer questions, and extended response type questions.   As 
we practice these types of questions, students will develop plans to help them meet and exceed the standards as outlined by the ISAT pro-
gram.   Also, ask your children about the òBig 20ó program.  We will have these quizzes weekly as a way to practice and master some 
basic computation skills.  It is important to practice these at home, and it is easy for parents to help their children prepare.  Look for 
graded samples of Big 20 quizzes with your childõs returned papers each week.  Our goal is for all students to earn a score of 20 every 
time. 
Accelerated Language Arts ð Students are still working through the Wordly Wise workbook while they òSpy outó new words used in 
novels that they are reading as well as other places in their environment.  Itõs amazing how many new words they are adding to their vo-
cabulary.  The students are also learning and adding to their base knowledge the Greek and Latin root stems which will build their vo-
cabulary as well.  Always be on the look- out for these stems to build new word meanings. We have just finished the second quarter and 
are in the second semester!  Great work on the first semester of 6th grade! What an accomplishment. We have just finished our literature 
circle choice books and have moved on to our non- fiction Myths and Legends.  We will begin practicing for the standardized tests com-
ing up soon, and are jumping right into our third unit in Readers Journey. 
Language Arts ð Students are still working through the Wordly Wise workbook while they òSpy outó new words used in novels that they 

are reading as well as other places in their environment.   Next on the horizon is the beginning of unit 3 with òThings that are Important 

to Knowó as the theme.  Students have just finished their literature circle novel and have moved on to our non- fiction The Heroõs Trail.  

We will be working on authorõs purpose and persuasive writing.  Continue reading at home from your free- read novel as well, we will be 

having another book review due in February!  We will also begin practicing for the standardized texts coming up soon. 

Beth Kuykendall 

Language Arts 

Marc Hudson 

Language Arts/Social 

Studies 
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Language Arts - As we begin the third quarter students 

will review and complete extended responses as we pre-

pare for the upcoming I.S.A.T. testing at the beginning of March.  In addition, students will continue to learn 

and practice vocabulary skills using Wordly Wise and stem activities. Reading skills taught throughout the year 

will be practiced and reinforced using the novel Hatchet by Gary Paulsen in regular classes and Call of the 

Wild by Jack London in accelerated classes. Accelerated classes will also read selections from the anthology 

Myths and Legends from Ancient Greece and Around the World.  A focus on genre and subgenres will also be 

a goal for this quarter. Writing activities include extended responses and persuasive writing. 

Social Studies ï Welcome to the Year of the Dragon!  Chinese New Year began January 23rd and the students 

celebrated with fortune cookies and hot tea.  The class explored the geography of China and how that geogra-

phy affected the development of ancient civilization there.  Students learned the development of the philoso-

phies that influenced ancient China, such as Confucianism, Daoism and Buddhism.  The class analyzed the Dy-

nasties that ruled in ancient China and effect of the Qin and Han Dynasties in ancient China.  Throughout the 

exploration of ancient China, students identified the tools and knowledge that advanced the lives of the ancient 

Chinese people and are still enhancing our lives today.  Students learned that the ancient Chinese are the ones 

to thank for fireworks, paper, silk, the wheelbarrow, watermills, the compass and noodles! 

Math - Our hard working Math students are continuing their regular studies while preparing for the fast ap-

proaching ISAT tests at the beginning of March. So if your students seem a little overwhelmed, it is because 

we are pushing them harder in the classroom to meet higher goals. We have just finished the unit on integers, 

and will be working with function tables and geometry. Please make sure your students are getting their proper 

rest; this is the time of year where they are prone to getting sick due to being run down and cooped up inside.  

And as always, please remember to check your childôs agenda book as well as the parent web module for up-

coming assignments and assessments!   

Accelerated Math ï In the accelerated math class, students are gearing up for ISAT testing at the beginning of 

March through practice with extended response and short response questions.  We have just finished up a unit 

on tables, functions, and linear equations, and are now headed into equations and inequalities.  As always, 

please remember to check your childôs agenda book and the parent web module for upcoming assignments and 

assessments! 

Science -   In the Science classes the students have gotten out of the water and are mixing things up in Chemis-

try. The students have new books assigned to them and should be bringing them home with home work assign-

ments soon. We first started off with a series of labs designed to engage the students while teaching them about 

units of measurement for mass, volume and density. Next we begin our journey into the different states of mat-

ter and physical and chemical properties. As the quarter progresses we will study the periodic table of the ele-

ments and subatomic particles. 
Student Services ï Hard to believe that 3rd Quarter is here already! We look forward to discussing your stu-

dent's progress at our Spring Conferences. Please be sure to check the Parent Web Module and Learning Con-

nections to ensure that your student is staying on track during the Quarter.  Hopefully, your 6th grade student 

has developed an organization system to help them be a more successful student; 7th Grade is just around the 

corner, and Team 6B would like to send them off with a system in place! 

Betsy DõAngelo /  Language Arts  

Mary Raino/ Language Arts & Social Studies 

Laura Roberts/  Math 

The Siberian Sled Dogs  

Dawn Roake / Resource 
Tom Haas/ Science & Math 
 

 



News from Team 6C  

The Samoyeds 
 

Dottie Williams ~ Language Arts 

Bill Stockey ~ Science/Social Studies 

Mary Markwell ~ Math  
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Science: Students have started 3rd quarter studying chemistry.  Expect to see a new science book coming home 
as students practice reading the periodic table of the elements.  We look forward to working safely in the lab as 
chemistry affords us several opportunities to utilize the science lab.  Please continue to check the homework 
webpage for weekly updates. 
Social Studies:  Currently students are studying Ancient China in history class.  We are studying the character-
istics and accomplishments of four influential dynasties.  Our next unit of study will begin in February with An-
cient Greece.  Extra practice with new vocabulary in Social Studies will help students demonstrate mastery of 
the subject matter.  I encourage students to continue to use their agenda books to record their assignments. 
Mathematics:  
Notes for ALL �±  
Itôs already 3rd quarter.  Time has gone so quickly your son/daughterôs 6th grade year is half way over.  Just a 
couple of thoughts for youéfirst, students are running out of supplies, especially loose-leaf paper and pencils.  
Some students have also finished their math spirals and need a new one.  Please see if they need anything re-
plenished. 
ISATôs are coming, and will be in the last week of February and first week of March.  We have begun our push 
on test-taking skills, and are practicing short-response, extended-response and multiple choice questions.  The 
Illinois State Board of Education has a website with information about the test and sample questions that you 
may look at, if you would like to see more about this. 
General Math  �±  
 Currently we are finishing up our algebra strand and study of integers.  The rest of quarter 3 math centers on 
the geometry strand of mathematics.  Students will finally be using those compasses and protractors.  No fearéI 
collected and saved them for them to use at this time.  Weôll be learning more about circles, and 3-D shapes.  
Also, we will be learning how to use formulas to find area and perimeter of various 2-D figures. 
Pre-Algebra �± 
We are just finishing up our unit on percentages and the rest of the quarter we will have two major areas of fo-
cus:  geometry and probability.  The first 2/3 of the quarter we will be working on geometry.  We will be covering 
a wide variety of concepts related to lines, angles, 2-D and 3-D figures.  Students will, also, be learning about 
transformations and drawing figures from ñnets.ò 
The last topic of 3rd quarter is probability.  We will be learning about theoretical probability and how to under-
stand the difference between dependent and independent events.  This is a good time to play those games in-
volving chanceécards, dice, etc.  See if they can tell you the chance of getting something.  Itôs a fun unit. J 
Accelerated Language Arts  �±  
Students are continuing to progress through the Wordly Wise texts while they ñSpy outò  new words used in con-
text in novels that they are reading.  Itôs amazing how many new words they are building for their vocabulary ac-
quisition.  The students are also learning and adding to their base knowledge the Greek and Latin root stems 
which will build their vocabulary as well.  Always be on the look-out for these stems to build new word meanings. 
We have finished the second quarter and begin the second semester!  Great work on the first semester of 6th 
grade! What an accomplishment. We have begun our Tic Tac Toe Activities with the Myths and Legends.  We 
will begin practicing for the standardized tests coming up soon.    
General Language Arts  ï  
Students have been working on their vocabulary acquisition as they work through the Wordly Wise text.   Next 
on the horizon is the beginning of unit 4 with ñCommunicationò  as the theme.  Students have chosen their Tic 
Tac Toe Activities for Heroôs Trail and we will begin our persuasive writing.  Continue reading at home from your 
free-read independent novel as well. 


