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English 9 Honors

Ms. Kuklinski

(815) 577-5955 [voicemail]

kkuklins@learningcommunity202.org
Required Texts:  
· Charles Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities
· Glencoe Literature Anthology
· Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird
· **George Orwell’s Animal Farm
· **George Orwell’s 1984
· John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men
· William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar
Note:  ** Indicates summer reading material.
Course Description/Objectives:

This course is available to freshmen with superior ability in reading and language arts.  Included in this intensive year-long program will be the study of genre in the literary anthology to include the short story, drama, and poetry, as well as select units in grammar and usage.  Novel study will further advance literary, analytical, and interpretive skills.  Special units in reference (research paper required), mythology, and vocabulary building are the main components of this advanced course.

Course Unit Overview

Semester 1
Unit                                                                                          Approximate Length

Summer Reading                                                                              2-3 weeks

Short Stories                                                                                    3-4 weeks

Poetry                                                                                             2-4 weeks

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar                                                    4-5 weeks

D.E.A.R. Book Projects                                             Ongoing throughout the semester

Grammar/ACT Preparations                                      Ongoing throughout the semester

Semester 2

Unit                                                                                          Approximate Length
John Steinbeck’s novel Of Mice and Men                                             2-3 weeks

Harper Lee’s novel To Kill A Mockingbird                                             5-7 weeks

Charles Dickens’ novel A Tale of Two Cities/Research                           6-8 weeks

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet                                             5-6 weeks

Mythology/Homer’s epic The Odyssey                                                 2-3 weeks

Grammar/ACT Preparations                                      Ongoing throughout the semester

Illinois Learning Standards Addressed in Course:

· Goal 1- Read with understanding and fluency.

· Goal 2- Read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras, and ideas.

· Goal 3- Write to communicate for a variety of purposes.

· Goal 4- Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations.

· Goal 5- Use language arts to acquire, assess, and communicate information.

Required Materials:

· 2 notebooks: One for daily Quick Writes/Act Preparations and one for other class notes, free writing, and written homework.  They may be either spiral or bound.

· 3-ring binder/folder for all handouts.

· All required texts previously mentioned that we are currently using in class.

· Pens.  Please refrain from pencils.

· A positive attitude!!

Grading:

· Homework:  Since this is an honors class, I will not be grading each and every homework assignment.  I will, however, periodically check and give grades based on effort and completion. (Note: See homework grading scale for details.)   

· Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given periodically to evaluate knowledge, usually with prior notice.  There will be “surprise” quizzes on occasion as well.

· Tests:  Tests will be administered to evaluate knowledge gained from either an entire unit or large sections of a unit.  Units may end in an exam, essay, or both.

· Writing:  Students will write everyday in this course, but only major writing assignments fall into this category (all other in-class writing will fall into the Classroom Experience grading section).

· Classroom Experience:  This category serves as a way for the students to actively participate within the overall atmosphere of the class.  Components which will be evaluated include: attendance, punctuality, participation, respectfulness (toward him or herself, myself, and those in the class), cooperation, preparedness, and D.E.A.R..
· Mid-Term Exam:  Half way through each semester you will have a mid-term exam assessing knowledge and skills attained thus far.
· Final Exam:  At the end of each semester you will have a cumulative final exam.
Grading Percentage Breakdown

                                          Homework                           10%

                                     Quizzes                                15%

                                     Tests                                    20%

                                     Writing                                 25%

                                     Classroom Experience              5%

                                     Mid-Term Exam                      5%

                                     Final Exam                            20% 

                                                                                -------

                                                                     Total =  100%

Homework Grading Scale
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+  = 95/95 (A)
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      = 85/95 (B)
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-   = 75/95  (C)

                              -      = 65/95  (D)

                              0      = 0/95   (F)
Tips for Succeeding in this Course:

· Always do your homework (all reading, writing, and thinking).

· Always complete each assignment on time.

· Always come prepared to class (2 notebooks, binder/folder, pens, and whatever reading material we may currently be using).

· Always share your thoughts and ideas.  If they differ from mine, wonderful!  Debates are exciting, and I respect other points-of-view.

· If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to speak with me personally, leave a voicemail, and/or a note via email.  I am always willing to give extra help and assist you in any way I can.

· Come to class with a positive attitude, ready to learn; this will enhance the educational atmosphere and benefit your Classroom Experience score.

· Do not throw ANYTHING away!  Although we will finish a unit of study, these materials are vital to the mid-term exam and final exam review.

Routines and Procedures:

· Immediately take your seat and be sitting before the bell rings.

· Take out all materials listed on the “Please Take Out:” section of the board.

· On Mondays an ACT Preparations prompt will be written on the board.  Read the instructions and respond appropriately in the designated notebook.

· You will spend approximately 3-5 minutes on this activity silently and individually.

· We will come together as a class and discuss the prompt for approximately 5-7 minutes.

· Tuesdays through Friday, a Quick Write will be written on the board instead of an ACT Preparations prompt.  Read the piece and follow the reflection directions.

· Again, you will spend approximately 3-5 minutes on this activity silently and individually and we will come together as a class and discuss your responses for approximately 5-7 minutes.

· I will ask you to take out your agenda (Student Handbook), and homework will be assigned.  You will write the assignment in your agenda under the correct date.  Daily homework will always be written on the back homework board.

· The daily lesson will commence.

· We will close the period during the last 2-5 minutes of class with a final statement or question relating to the lesson which we will ponder and briefly discuss.

· You will not pack up your materials until I give you the “okay.”  

· You will remain seated (not kneeling, sitting on the table, standing near your chair, etc.) in your assigned seat until the bell rings.

Homework Policy/Late Work Policy:

My homework and late work policy directly coincides with the P.S.H.S. Standard English Department Policies.

Computer Usage:

All students and parents must sign the District 202 computer usage policy before access to school computers/technology can be made available.  Any violation of the policy can result in the termination of school computer/technology usage.

Note:  For further detailed information on school-wide absence and tardy policies, refer to pages 30-35 of the Student Handbook.

Please see next page for Policy Agreement.

Policy Agreement

The student and his/her parent or guardian must thoroughly read this syllabus and fill out the following information.  This Policy Agreement will be turned in to Ms. Kuklinski along with the P.S.H.S. Standard English Department Policies, Academic Honesty form, and Team E D.E.A.R. Cart Policies.

I verify that I have read Ms. Kuklinski’s English 9 Honors syllabus and understand the stated information and responsibilities of the student.

____________________                                              _________________________

Student Name (Print)                                                    Parent/Guardian Name (Print)

____________________ / _____                                ____________________ / ____

Student Name (Sign)          Date                          Parent/Guardian Name (Sign)    Date

Parent/Guardian Phone Number: ______________ (Day)  ______________ (Evening)

Parent/Guardian E-mail Address:  __________________________________________
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