Index Cards Discussion Activity
Write at least 6 questions based on each group of assigned chapters on colored index cards. Label each question with the chapter number and page number.
Examples are from The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorn (1), and The Most Dangerous Game, by Richard Connell (2).

· Pink Cards

Write Clarification Questions

Refer to specific passages you need help understanding or interpreting.


Example (1):
“What did the narrator mean when he said…?”

Example (2):
“What does the last line in this story mean?”
· Yellow Cards
        Write Synthesis Questions

Relate what is happening now to an earlier scene or to something else we have read.
Example (1):
“How is Chillingworth’s thinking in this chapter similar to Heathcliff’s when…?”
Example (2):
“Please compare the character of the Montrestor, in Cask of Amontillado, and General Zaroff, in The Most Dangerous Game.”
· Blue Cards

Write Opinion Questions

Example (1):
“Do you think Dimmesdale should have…?”




“Why do you think Hester …?”
Example (2): “Do you think General Zaroff saw Rainsford hiding in   the tree on the first day of the hunt?  If so, why do you think he ignored him?”
· Purple Cards
       Write Inference Questions

Example (1):
“What can we infer about Hester’s feelings for the father of her baby, based on her refusal to name him?”
Example (2):
“What can we infer about General Zaroff’s value of human life?”
· Green Cards

Author’s Tone

Write a passage from the chapters that reveals the narrator’s attitudes toward Hester. Identify his attitude(s) in your own words. 

Example (1):
“Be it accepted as a proof that all was not corrupt in this poor victim of her own frailty, and man’s hard law, that Hester Prynne yet struggled to believe that no fellow-mortal was guilty like herself.
Attitude  (1):
Condemning, yet understanding, of the presence of both good and evil in Hester.
Example (2): “General Zaroff ad an exceedingly good dinner in his paneled dining hall that evening…two slight annoyances kept him from perfect enjoyment.  One was the thought that it would be difficult to replace Ivan; the other was that his quarry had escaped him; of course the American hadn’t played the game—so thought the general as he tasted his after-dinner liqueur.”


Attitude (2):  Acknowledgement of Zaroff’s obsession of the hunt, disregard for human life, cold heart.

