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Purpose: to aid in team learning during and after reading

Level: primary and secondary

Grouping: small groups



    
  
Description:                                            
· 3-5 people per group

· Each member will become an expert on a topic, theme or subtopic being studied

· Group members research, study and take notes on their own subtopic

· Group meets again and each member teaches the group his/her information.

**Before group members share information with each other, members of different groups that share the same subtopic meet in “expert groups” to discuss and clarify their findings.

Procedure:

· Teacher previews reading, explaining the different subtopics and objectives

· Teacher assigns groups and subtopics to group members

· Allow time for reading, note taking, and answering questions

· Have readers of the same subtopics meet in “expert groups” to share information.

· Original teams meet again, and group members teach the group about their subtopics
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Jigsaw Example:





A Science Teacher is working with students on Chapter 4, Section 4.1.  This section is about forests.  Tropical Rain Forests, Temperate Rain Forests, Temperate Deciduous Forests and Taigas are discussed in Section 4.1.  The teacher can easily use the Jigsaw Strategy as a lesson in this situation:





The students are placed in groups of four.  


Each group member is assigned a subtopic (one of the forests).


Students are given time to read, take notes and gather information about their subtopic.


Students with the same subtopic are allowed to meet in “expert groups to share information.


Students then go back to their original group and each group member shares information about his/her subtopic.  


  











