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From the Desk of Dan Goqdins:

Over the past few weeks,
there has been a misconcep-
tion that we have changed
our grading scale in order to
simply allow all Kids to pass.
We have not. However, at
the end of the first semester,
it became apparent that too
many of our students were
unwilling to complete
coursework and too many of
us educators, including my-
self, were willing to accept it,
assign a zero, and ultimately
fail students. Traditionally
these practices have been
employed at many schools
and on the surface make
sense. Unfortunately, those
practices are ancient in na-
ture, never have been a true
indication of what kids
know, and
motivation for them to do

Spring Musicdi 6

better. Our job is to teach to
the best of our ability, figure
out what kids have learned,
and then assign a grade that
is a reflection of learning.
Our job is also to motivate
kids to produce work so we
get an understanding of
what they know. Accepting
nothing from students and
assigning a zero accom-
plishes none of those things
and certainly is not in align-
ment with our mission to
empower all students to con-
tribute and succeed in a
changing world. To that
end, we have amended some
of our habitual practices
with respect to grading that
inhibit learning and create
failure. In addition, we have

d o rput structures in place to

hold kids accountable for

The Musi

You are cordially invited to join
us March 20, 21, and 22, for the
PSHS production of Meredith
Willson's The Music Man
Roughly one hundred students
have been preparing the sets,
lights, sound, accompaniment,
acting, singing, and dancing,
and the production dates are
rapidly approaching. The Mu-
sic Man is a musical theater
classic and a great show for the
whole family. It includes such
well-known songs as "76 Trom-
bones" and "Gary, Indiana."The
Music Man is set in 1912 lowa

and tells the story of Harold
Hill, a con man who scams un-
knowing rural townsfolk by
selling them instruments and
uniforms for a boys' band then
leaving town without teaching
the boys how to play. He at-
tempts his scam on the stub-
born people of River City and
over time has the unintended
effect of bringing a sleeping
town to life. Harold falls in love
with the local piano teacher,
Marian, and everyone lives hap-
pily ever after. Don't miss out

pus New

completing coursework by
setting up time before, dur-
ing, and after school, includ-
ing weekends. | fully realize
these are hard concepts to
grasp for some because they
are not what we experienced
in our own education. 1 also
acknowledge that 1 should
have done a better job com-
municating these changes. |
assure you the changes we
have implemented are reflec-
tive of best practice research
in the educational field to-
day. I am confident it will
result in more Kids learning
and less failing. Over time,
cougars have adapted to a
wide variety of terrains, cli-
mates, and circumstances in
order to thrive. We must as
well.

't 6s

good to

Mano

on this great family entertain-
ment! Tickets are on sale in the
PSHS main office and are $5 for
students and seniors (65) and $7
for adults. Seating is reserved,
so get the best seats while you
still can!

C
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COUGAR CARAVAN

Cougar Caravan

On Tuesday, March 24th,
parents/guardians  and
community members are
invited to join Mr. Dan
Goggins, principal, for a
view of a typical school
day and then have an
opportunity to sit down
with him and talk about
PSHS. There will be 3
opportunities that day to
do this:

Session 1 is from 9:12 &
10:30
Session 2 is from 11:19 &
12:30
Session 3 is from 1:23 &
2:30

If you are interested,
please  contact  Janet
Fazio, principal secretary,
at 577-5528. We look for-
ward to meeting and visit-
ing with parents/
guardians.

PEP BAND

Congratulations to our Plain-
field South High School Pep
Band, who has been selected to
perform this year during one of
the IHSA Boys State Basket-
ball Tournaments. Since sev-
eral schools had applied for
consideration this year, it is
quite an honor for our band to
have been selected to play dur-
ing March Madness 2009. Our
Pep Band is to be the Official
Band for the Class 3A/4A Tour-

nament on Saturday, March 21.

MATH DEPARTMENT

Mrs. Baima had two stu-
dents from her Geometry
Honors class voluntarily
take on the difficult task of
teaching a new lesson. They
team taught the lesson per-
fectly by coming prepared
with a complete lesson plan
of objectives, proofs, exam-
ples, and homework. They
were very professional and
should be looking into a fu-
ture teaching career!

Mr s . Siangy IMrs: 6_S

B ai maseamnetry Honors
classes calculated the height
of our commons area using
indirect measurements.
They made their own meas-
uring devices, called clinom-
eters, with string, straws,
protractors, and washers.
Students were able to use
that device to calculate the
angle of elevation. Then,
using trigonometry, were
able to determine the height
of the commons area.

The PSHS Math Teamid an
outstanding job by placing
2nd at the ICTM Regional
Math Competition. The
next competition is set for
March 11.

Ms . Ha hnds clasPis
getting to the bottom of very
important matters. They as-
sessed whether or not a secret
memory potion increases our
recall ability. Next they will
find out if double-stuffed Oreos
are truly double-stuffed. They
will also see if the distribution
~0f M&M colors is what is actu-
ally published
website.

The Computer Club(pictured
below) had 13 members gather
for the First

Annual Bat- |
tlebot Com-|
petition on
February 4.[
Contestants
arrived ’
promptly
after school
and began to
design their
robots in
their teams.

o te -*

rn

construction ended the teams
prepared for victory! The rules
were that the robots could not
leave the marked off arena, and
the first one that did lost. This
competition began with large
robots designed to muscle the
competition out of the arena.
The tournament-style ladder
consisted of 5 total teams, each
with large, strong battlebots to
use, except for one team. Alex
Smith and Jorge Barrios were
laughed at for their spinning
robot, but it quickly began to
take the lead. In both of its
matchups, it easily deflected the
enemy bot, forcing it to drive
itself out of the arena. Alex and
Jorge took home the hypotheti-
cal trophy with their ingen-
iously simple robot.
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MATH DEPARTMENT/ MEDI

The Plainfield South Math De- they know nearly 200 digits!

partment invites everyone to
join in the celebration of Pi
Day! Pi Day is celebrated on
March 14, (3.14), which also
happens to be

birthday. This year, because
March 14 falls on a Saturday,
we will be celebrating on March
13. The PSHS Media Center
staff will be helping in the cele-
bration by hosting the First
Annual Pi Palooza! There will
be various activities available
for students to go down and
enjoy with their math classes.
How many digits of pi do you
remember? PSHS students
have shown in the past that

Many math classes will be in-
volved in activities to help cele-
brate ©~ pil. Calculus classes
will be determining the volume

the first one hundred digits of
pi. Others will create pie charts
from data collected by the stu-
dents on their activities for the
past week. Those who like to

£of many common solids, for: sing will celebrate by singing

example the volume of a muf-
fin. Some of the Algebra and
Geometry classes will try to
discover pi by blowing up bal-
loons and measuring their cir-
cumference and  diameter.
Other students will be studying
the many digits of pi to see if
there are any patterns, or per-
haps to discover if their birth-
day appears in the digits. Some
classes will create bar graphs to
show the most common digit in

some Pi Day songs. For the
artist, there will be a pi to deco-
rate and hang on their locker.
It is a day we invite everyone to
celebrate the many uses of
mathematics in everyday life
and to discover it might even be
fun!

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

The Physical Education De-
partment would like to con-
gratulate all the students
who participated in the In-
augural Weight Lifting
Competition. The competi-
tion was open to all Plain-
field South students.

We would also like to con-
gratulate the winners of each
weight class in the bench
press and squat.

134 Ibs. and under: Richie
Ruske with a 200Ibs. bench
press and squatted 225 Ibs.

for 10 reps.

135 6 149 Ibs: Fawzy Alaa
and Bryan Kunysz with a
200 Ibs bench press and Roy
Sanchez squatted 200 Ibs for
2 reps

150 8 174 Ibs: Jeff Kohl,
Sheldon Magee, and John
Magee bench pressed 250 Ibs
and Jeff Kohl squatted 275
Ibs for 6 reps

175 6 199 Ibs: Jack McGrail
benched pressed 280 and
Anthony Allan and Jack

McGrail squatted 270 for 10
reps.

200 0 214 Ibs: Chris Sullivan
benched pressed 275 Ibs and
squatted 275 Ibs for 10 reps.

215 Ibs. and up: Kyle Voda
benched pressed 300 Ibs and
Maurice Davis squatted 275
Ibs for 17 reps.

Great job and keep up the
hard work

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

The Social Studies depart-
ment at PSHS is getting
geared up for midterms.
Midterm exams are on
March 18t and 19th.
With the beginning of the
5th six week grading pe-
riod, it is the Social Stud-
ies Department turn for
school-wide D.E.A.R. All
social studies classes will

be reading student se-
lected material for 15
minutes of class time on
each Friday of the grad-
ing period. This is a great
way to promote better
achievement on the up-
coming PSAE/ACT stan-
dardized tests. The Cou-
gar Club, which is headed
by Derek Christensen of

the Social Studies Depart-
ment, ran a very success-
ful coat drive last month.
Many of our students
showed just what great
kids they are by partici-
pating in this activity. As
al ways, it ods
cougar!!

A CENTER HOSTS
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AaTo be able to be
caught up into the
world of thought-
that i s e

-Edith Hamilton

CAPE AWARDS

Congratulations to Mike

The winners received their
official recognition at the

Freitag, Art Instructor, and annual CAPE Awards
Julie Gehrke, Custodian. ceremony which was held

on winning the nomina-

on March 5th at

tions for the Cougar Pride pjainfield East

Award.

Congratulations also to
(Greg Battcher

Kim and
and Mike and Gigi Turk on

winning the nominations

for the Cougar Life Mem-
bership Award.

High School

Cougar Campus News

STUDENT SERVIGERAREER ROUNDTABLE

Career Roundtable 2009 will
be sponsored by Student
Services the week of March
30-April 3, third hour
through sixth hour in the
College Career Center. The
roundtable concept is differ-
ent from a college fair in
that students are able to
meet in a small group with a
professional to learn more
about their career interest.
Twenty business profession-
als have already confirmed

their participation including
Illinois Rep.Tom Cross, Dale
Hastert from  Universal
Technical Institute, Frank
Dubois representing aviation
careers at Lewis University,
Chef Bowman from Robert
Morris College and NIU en-
gineering professor Dr. Ta-
hernezadi.  Careers to be
highlighted include govern-
ment, art and design, phar-
macy, nursing and other
healthcare fields, cosmetol-

ogy, broadcasting, public
relations, law enforcement,
law, fire science and bank-
ing/finance. All sophomores,
juniors and seniors may at-
tend. Registration will be-
gin the week of March 16
with  counselors  visiting
lunch study halls. Our aim
i s t o
Career

STUDENT SERVICES

Summer Schoolapplica-
tions are now available in
the Student Services De-
partment. Session One is
from June 8 - June 30 and
Session Two is from July
6 - July 28. Seats are
filled on a first come basis.
Summer School will be
offered at North and Cen-
tral campuses this sum-
mer. Transportation will
not be provided.

Scholarshipsare available
on www.prephg.com.
School ID is plainfield-
south. Your student has
a login ID. Look under
the scholarship link where
more than 100 scholar-
ships are listed including
local Plainfield scholar-
ships. Many local appli-
cations may be found un-
der the Shared Files link.

AP Examination Survey/
Applications are  due
March 13. Every AP stu-
dent is asked to submit
the survey indicating if
they choose to take, or
not to take the AP exam.
Each subject exam s
$86.00. Please see your
AP teacher if you have
any questions or for a reg-
istration form.

oOempower
Choi ces.

1
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Deutsche Klassische Musik

German 3 students did a
project about classical music
and German composers.
They wrote a biography
about a German composer
and gave an oral presenta-
tion in German. They also
shared a piece of music from
their composer, which was a
great opportunity to listen
to and share the rich and
varied tradition of classical
music in Germany, and to
learn about the lives of such
famous composers as Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart,
Ludwig von Beethoven, and
Richard Wagner, to name a
few.

The week of 3/16-3/20 the
Spanish 3 classes will be
studying the Carnival tradi-
tions in Puerto Rico. They
will be making and tasting
different  Puerto  Rican
dishes and creating masks
that are traditionally used in
the Carnival celebrations.

The week of 3/3@/3 is For-
eign Language Week The
theme for 2009 is "Many
Hands, Many Voices, One
World." The students will
be hanging locker tags, cele-
brating different cultures
and learning a sampling of
other languages. There will
also be a great band in light
of Foreign Language week
on April 3 that will be per-

forming throughout the
lunch hours for the students
to enjoy. Danke, Merci,
Gracias

In February and March the
PSHS Spanish Honor Society
sponsored an after school
introductory Spanish course
for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade
students from the Blue
House elementary schools.
Honor society students en-
thusiastically taught greet-
ings, goodbyes, the alpha-
bet, numbers, colors, body
parts, and animals in Span-
ish to a group of thirty stu-
dents.

STUDENT COUNCIL PROM DRESS RESALE

South science teachers
Megan Malcolm, Saman-
tha Scanlan and the
Plainfield South Student
Council are sponsoring a
prom dress collection to
help offset Prom's costs.
This is the third year the
school has collected prom
dresses for giveaway pro-

grams. This year, the stu-
dent council is working
with Prom N'" Aid - in ex-
change for attending a
two-hour dating safety
course  sponsored by
Guardian Angel Commu-
nity Services, local girls
can choose a prom dress

and accessories for free.
The program was featured
in the Joliet Herald News:
http:/
www.suburbanchicagone
ws.com/heraldnews/
news/1459086.4 1 JO04
PDRESS Sl.article

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Ready for Spring? Teachers
Pat Scanlan, Samantha
Scanlan, Brad Dorick and
the Environmental Science
Classes will be expanding
South's outdoor classroom
llinois Native Plants. Over
500 native plants represent-
ing over 2 dozen native spe-
cies will be planted in May.
Once completed, the outdoor
classroom will be certified by

the Conservation Founda-
tion's  "Conservation at
Home" program. Funding
for the project came from a
District 202 Foundations for
Excellence Grant.

South Students learn the
latest in Biotechnology: -
Students in AP Biology and
Honors Anatomy and Physi-
ology recently spent a day
attending the Genetics Up-

date Conference - a 5 hour
seminar where geneticist
Sam Rhine, Founder of the
University of Indiana's Ge-
netics Ed Center, discussed
the latest research in bio-
technology. Topics included
the Human Genome Project,
human tissue engineering,
reproductive and therapeu-
tic cloning, and stem cell
research.



Page6

""A mind once
stretched by a new
idea, never regains

its original
di mensi
Anonymous

o

SPECIAL OLYMPICS NEWS

Four PSHS Special Olympic ath-

letes qualified to the State Bas-
ketball Skills competition. Con-
chita DeLaTorre, George Bowen,

Jonathan Mullen and Lizette

Ramirez will compete at lllinois

State University on Saturday

March 14 in State Special Olym-

pic competition. All four won

gold medals at the Sectional com-

petition held in February.

Best of luck Cougars!

Cougar Campus News

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Shakespeare Who?

Ah, the experience of the
theater. The swoosh of
the curtains. The heat of
the lights. The nerves of
the performers. The emo-
tions felt by the audience.
The drama. The laughter.
The quarrels. The experi-
ence. Students from both
English  Literature and
English Language visited
with the Bard and his fel-
low actors in the month of
February. On a rare
warm day last month,
PSHS students traveled
to
Theatre on Navy Pier.
Given the mystical and
frolicscome qualities of

Chicagods

Dream Students and
teachers, alike, exclaimed
their excitement and sat-
isfaction with the per-
formance.

Incidentally, this trip is
an annual event for the
English Literature and
English Language
courses. As dramas are
meant to be seen and not
read, the experience is one
of a kind.

Journey down the Missis-
sippi River with your
American Literature stu-
deng 45 klucldebepye Rinp
swims, sails, and runs into
his past, his present and
works to create a better

Shakespear e o duturedop hipaself and for

PSHS student attention
was completely capti-
vated by a rousing, hu-
morous performance of A
Mi dsummer

Jim.
Reminder: Students
signed up for honors

C(ersesg f%r Eh% ngxt school

year, should begin to plan
for the summer reading
and summer assignment.
More information to
come.
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CAREER & TECHNICAL ED DEPARTMENT

Do you have a student that
is pondering future career
possibilities? Or, perhaps a
member of the family is con-
sidering a career change. The
Illinois Department of Em-
ployment Security has infor-
mation that may help with
those decisions. Occupa-
tional employment projec-
tions are available in both
short-term and long-term
data. The long-term projec-
tions are for the time period
ending in 2016. The informa-
tion can be viewed in several
ways, including statewide,
local workforce area or pro-
jections by county. Check it
out at http://
Imi.ides.state.il.us/

projections/employproj.htm.

Business Education

The Accounting 1 students
have just finished working
on a reinforcement activity.
This activity allowed the
students to complete all of
the journalizing using the
Accounting software for a

corporation. This is the first
time the students have used
the software for a major as-
signment and they were able
to easily transition their
knowledge and apply it us-
ing the different format. It
was a great review for the
students before we move on
to our next unit.

The Sports and Entertain-
ment Marketing students
just completed a project in
which they designed their
own unique product. The
students were assigned a
gum, sports drink, or cereal
and they had to develop a
new and unique concept for
one of these items. The stu-
dents had to identify their
target market, create a slo-
gan, and design the packag-
ing for their product. The
students also presented their
product idea to the rest of
the class using a Power
Point presentation. The
students did a great job!

Mi ss Kellerds
tiles & Fashion Il class is
now beginning their first of
three major projects this
year. Students are working
on constructing a wide vari-
ety of garments ranging
from collared dress shirts to
summer dresses and tops.
They will also be working on
a second garment project as
well as a redesign project in
which they will be able to
pull together all of the
knowledge they have learned
throughout the course to fix
or improve what is already
in their closet!

CAREER & TECHNICAL ED DEPARTMENT

Family and Consumer Sci- and

ences This month in the
Foods and Nutrition 11
classes the students created
food safety videos. The stu-
dents prepared segments to
inform viewers about how to
be safe when working in the
kitchen. The groups pre-
pared recipes on camera and
also edited the footage to
make five minute videos. To
conclude the project the stu-
dents presented the videos at
the Food Safety Awards
where the students voted on
Best Actress, Best Actor,

Best Movie.
Technology EducationThis
semester Mr. Hines is teach-
ing two new classes, Archi-
tectural CAD | and Inven-
tor. The Architectural CAD
I is the second class students
are taking with in the Archi-
tectural track. The classes
have been working on blue
print reading and learning
about architectural styles.
They have also started to
create computer aided draw-
ings (blue prints) of a two
bedroom ranch style home.
They will be creating a 1/4"

scale model of this home
once the floor plan has been
drawn. The Inventor class is
the third class in the Engi-
neering track of Technology
Education has been learning
how to design in an Auto-
Desk product called Inven-
tor and have just started to
engineer and design a bridge.
Once the designs are com-
pleted, the students will cre-
ate a scaled model, weighing
no more that 100 grams. We
will be testing these bridges
before spring break.

Cl
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"Education,
therefore, is a
process of living
and not a

preparation for
future living." i
John Dewey



http://lmi.ides.state.il.us/projections/employproj.htm
http://lmi.ides.state.il.us/projections/employproj.htm
http://lmi.ides.state.il.us/projections/employproj.htm

Cougar Campus News

Page8
PSAE APRIL 22 & 23
What should you bring with you BOTH days?
("\'\ Picture I D (Driverdés License or Scho
‘A,/,) Several #2 pencils
C L) An eraser
\8/) A calculator
o L7720~ A watch
NN
(\J f— @\ \ WEAR COMFORTABLE CLOTHES!!
=
‘ e '\ EAT A GOOD BREAKFAST!
\ - | Take advantage of the snack breaks!

READ ALL DIRECTIONS CAREFULLY
Know what is expected of you from each portion of the test
Be aware of how much time you have for each test

READ ACTIVELY
Read the brief introduction to each passage first

Use your finger or pencil to guide you as you read
FOCUS

Underline key or transition words

Read quickly

Answer the easiest questions first

Choose the BEST answer

Answer all questions even if you have to guess

PREPARE ON YOUR OWN
Practice reading to increase your speed

Take practice tests in class seriously
Take some practice tests on your own

Time yourself as you read

KNOW THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF QUESTIONS YOU WILL SEE:
Factual : answer stated ORight There

Inferential: take what you read and make evaluations about it




