
progress, and walk the 
halls.  

2:00 – 2:30Sit and talk 
about PSHS. 

If you are interested, 
please contact Janet 
Fazio, principal secre-
tary, at 577-5528.  Be 
prepared to let her know 
the session you will be 
attending.  Meet in the 
main office. 

It’s Good to be a  
Cougar!   

JOIN THE COUGAR 
CARAVAN 
 

If you haven’t already 
done so, please join us 
on Tuesday, October 
28th, for our Cougar 
Caravan.  At this time 
parents, guardians, and 
community members are 
invited to join me for a 
view of a typical school 
day and then an oppor-
tunity to sit down and 
talk about PSHS. There 
will be three different 
sessions throughout the 
day. 
 

Session1  
9:12–10:00Tour the 
school, see classes in 
progress, and walk the 
halls. 

10:00 – 10:30 Sit and 
talk about PSHS. 

Session 2 

11:19 – 12:00 Tour the 
school, see classes in 
progress, and walk the 
halls.  
12:00 – 12:30 Sit and 
talk about PSHS. 
 
Session 3 

1:23 – 2:00 Tour the 
school, see classes in 

From the Desk of Dan Goggins: 

Commended Students: 

Plainfield South High 
School is proud to an-
nounce that student 
Margaret Maddox has 
been named a Com-
mended student in the 
2009 National Merit 
Scholarship Program.   

About 34,000 Com-
mended Students 
throughout the nation 
are being recognized for 

their exceptional aca-
demic promise.  Al-
though they will not 
continue in the 2009 
competition for National 
Merit Scholarships, Com-
mended Students placed 
among the top five per-
cent of more than 1.5 
million students who en-
tered the 2009 competi-
tion by taking the 2007 

Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT). 

Congratulations,  
Margaret! 
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Important Dates: 

October 22/23 Midterms 

November 3          ½ Day of   

Attendance – Parent/

Teacher Conferences 

November 4       Parent/

Teacher Conferences – No 

School 

November 14  End of 2nd 6-

week grading period 

November 26  Teacher Insti-

tute - No School  

November 27/28   Thanksgiv-

ing Recess - No School  
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To empower all learners to contribute  & 

succeed in a changing world 



It’s no surprise that stu-
dents who COME TO 
SCHOOL EVERY DAY 
tend to learn more and 
do better in class. 

But, DID YOU KNOW 
that student attendance 
affects the amount of 
state funding that Dis-
trict 202 receives? 

It’s true!  State educa-
tion funding is calculated 

based on a school dis-
trict’s “average daily at-
tendance”, or “ADA”.  
School districts with 
higher ADA get more 
money from the state.  
That means more re-
sources for our students, 
classrooms and schools!  
For example, a ONE 
PERCENT increase in 
District 202’s ADA this 
year and next year could 

mean nearly TWO MIL-
LION DOLLARS more in 
state funding. 

Please make sure that 
your students are in 
school every possible 
day.  Not only will they 
do better academically, 
but our district will 
benefit from the extra 
revenue. 

October 23rd.  The stu-
dents will bring German 
food to share and enjoy 
with their classmates, 
they will listen to Ger-
man music and will try 
traditional German 

Auf die Gemütlichkeit!   
The German Club and 
Honor Society will honor 
a fabulous German tradi-
tion and will have its 
sixth annual Oktoberfest 
celebration on Thursday, 

dances and games.   
This year we are inviting 
the French and Spanish 
clubs to join in our cele-
bration and to share 
some facets of this won-
derful festival. 

1% = $2 Million: 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

for students in Mr. Brzusz-
kiewicz’ Algebra 1 classes.  

To review for a test, stu-

dents played “Who Wants 
to be a Millionaire” and one 

of the life lines is the ability 
to phone a friend. 

 
The math department 

adopted many new text-

books this year and stu-
dents will now be able to 

use the textbook websites 
at home.  Many have tutor-

ing sessions along with 

opportunities for practicing 
skills.  Students were given 

pass-codes in their classes. 
Ms. Liberatore, a co-

teacher in Geometry 
classes, helped students 

create an angle book.  Stu-

dents use it as a visual and 
manipulative tool for an-

gles and parallel lines.  

Some of the Geometry 
classes are using them to 

illustrate the relationship 
between the eight angles 

and the four special angle 
pairs that are formed by 

parallel lines and a trans-

versal.  It is a four page 
booklet with each angle 

pair highlighted and the 
theorem or postulate that 

it illustrates.  It serves as a 

reference tool and study 
aide.  Each student who 

created one has found it to 
be useful and beneficial to 

the learning of the con-
cept. 

To further their under-
standing of Piecewise 

Functions, students in Mrs. 

Singler, Mr. Erickson, and 
Mr. Allen’s Precalculus 

classes completed a pro-
ject in which they drew 

jack-o-lantern faces on a 
coordinate plane.  Students 

then identified the ordered 

pairs of the endpoints of 
each line segment and 

wrote the equations of 
each line that created their 

jack-o-lantern.  Students 

also found the domains of 
each line. 

 
The phones were ringing 

all day in the math office 
recently as math teachers 

served as “phone-a-friend” 
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MATH DEPARTMENT 



The Social Studies de-
partment here at PSHS 
is excited about the 
2008-2009 school year.  
We have added two new 
Advanced Placement 
courses this year: AP 
Psychology and AP Euro-
pean History.  We cur-
rently have two sections 
of each.  With midterms 

around the corner, all 
classes are getting ready 
to review material that 
has been covered up to 
this point.  The depart-
ment is happy to an-
nounce the addition of 
two new staff members.  
Aseneth Ruiz and Mike 
Vercelote.  Both have 
been welcome additions 

to PSHS.  As always, it’s 
good to be a cougar!! 

on MySpace and Face 

Book) and how it impacts 

On October 20th a rep-
resentative from States 
Attorney James Glas-
gow’s office will be at 
Plainfield High School 
Central Campus to speak 
to the community on 
gang awareness and 
internet safety (focusing 

their child’s safety and 
education.  This is open 
to the entire Plainfield 
community.  It will be 
held in the auditorium on 
that date from 7:00 – 

8:00 p.m. 

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

newspaper including 
weather updates, 
teacher interviews, and 
upcoming events.  

PSHS Poetry Fest fea-
turing Danny Boy begins 
October 27th!  See your 
English teacher for more 
information. 

Course Updates:   

English 10 ventures 
down the road into 
non fiction and Night 
by Elie Wiesel 

American Literature per-
suades their audi-
ences with exposi-
tory assertions and 
rhetorical devices 

English Language (AP) 
journeys to Canter-
bury with Chaucer. 

English Literature com-
pares the concepts 
of Good and Evil. 

English 9 strolls through 
poetry and ends with 
The Raven.\ 

Rhetoric is dissecting the 
myth of learning 
power and their 
meta-cognitive abili-
ties. 

Contemporary Literature 
visited with a repre-
sentative from the 
Art institute. 

Reading ACT Tip:  Did 
you know your hand can 
send a message to your 
brain to pay attention?  
How?   Write on the ACT 
test booklet.  Underline, 
circle or highlight unfa-
miliar words, interesting 
facts, main ideas, char-
acter names, and any 
other information that 
seems important as you 
read.  The action of 
marking the booklet cre-
ates a mental note in 
your brain and marks 
that spot for later use. 

Coming Soon:   The 
Paw Print II, an online 
version of the school 

Cougars are swift, 

graceful, powerful 

creatures. 

They never hesitate 

or waste 

movement. 

They are intelligent 

and proud. 

It's good to be a 

Cougar! 
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The Media Center will be host-
ing two major literacy events 
during the month on October.  
The first event we will be 
celebrating is Teen Read 
Week.  Teen Read Week is a 
national event sponsored by 
the American Library Associa-
tion.  Each year there is a 
different theme.  This year's 
theme is Books with Bite.  The 
Media Center will host daily 
activities and contests during 
the week of October 13th-
17th.  Activities will include a 
surprise kick-off activity, stu-
dent book club, staff book 
club, trivia contest, food and 
much, much more.  Details 
were announced to all stu-
dents and staff during Home-
coming week. 

The second event that the 
Media Center will be sponsor-
ing is the PSHS Poetry Festi-
val.  The Media Center, work-
ing closely with the English 
Department, is attempting to 
help students see and appre-
ciate poetry in a different 
way.  A professional perform-
ance poet, "Danny Boy," will 
visit PSHS on October 27th.  
He will perform in the Media 
Center during all periods that 

day.  His powerful perform-
ances will be experienced by 
over 500 students on that 
day.  On October 28th, Danny 
will work with interested stu-
dents during all lunch periods.  
He will look at student poetry 
and help students with revi-
sion and performance advice.  

After school on that day, 
Danny will host the first Cof-
fee House of the year.  Stu-
dents that are interested in 
performing and working with 
Danny can get more informa-
tion from the Media Center.  
Finally, students can perform 
their poetry at the PSHS Po-
etry Festival on October 31st.  
The Poetry Festival will take 
place during all lunch periods 
that day.  All students are 

invited to attend during their 
lunch periods.  Students can 
obtain a ticket, free of cost, in 
the Media Center.  They are 
welcome to eat their lunch in 
the Media Center that day.     

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES TEAM 

STUDENT SERVICES 
STUDENT SERVICES –CAREER ROUNDTABLE 

The counselors have just 
finished completing sen-
ior interviews.  Through 
this process, they have 
met with all senior stu-
dents in order to discuss 
and help them prepare 
for post-secondary op-
tions.  Materials are 
handed out and students 
also do some interactive 
activities online, includ-
ing searching for schol-
arships.  At this point, all 
seniors should have a 
pretty good idea of what 
the next steps are in or-

der for them to reach 
their post-high school 
goals.  Additional mate-
rials are available 
through the PSHS stu-
dent services web page, 
or on www.prephq.com 
(ID: plainfieldsouth) 

In October, the counsel-
ors will be meeting with 
all freshmen to complete 
a “Career Cruising” ac-
tivity.  Students use the 
website, 
www.careercruising.com
, to start thinking about 
future careers.  The stu-
dents will explore educa-
tion needed for the ca-
reer they choose, 
graduation require-
ments, college websites, 
and other resources. 

Seniors of the Class of 
2008 were registered to 
use PrepHQ, a free data-
base providing post-
secondary information to 
high school students.  
With the data collected 
from their input, the 
program has been able 
to give students and 
Counselors greater detail 
on post-secondary 
searches.  Current op-
tions the program offers 
are as follows: perform-
ing college, trade and 
technical searches, view-
ing and signing up for 
upcoming college visits 
to Plainfield South 
(including military re-
cruiters), applying for 
and tracking scholar-
ships, and tracking stu-
dent applications and 
deadlines.   
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The “Department Formally 
Known as Applied Arts” 

would like to announce our 

official name change to 
Career and Technical Edu-

cation (CTE).  This is the 
title most commonly used 

nationwide for depart-
ments consisting of Busi-

ness Education, FACS and 
Technology Education. 

According to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, 18 

of the 20 fastest growing 
occupations within the next 

decade will require career 

and technical education.  
For more information, see 

the Illinois State Board of 
Education’s Career & Tech-

nical Education (CTE) in 

Illinois 2008 Fact Sheet at 
http://www.isbe.net/

career/pdf/
CTE_fact_sheet.pdf. 

(ex: itsy bitsy of vanilla 

and a scoop of cereal).  

When not knowing what 
the recipe wanted exactly 

the students learned the 
importance of having accu-

rate measurements in 
every recipe.   

Clothing, Fashion, & 

Textiles I 
Currently Miss Keller’s class 

is finishing their first sew-

Measuring Up in Foods 

and Nutrition 

During the first couple 

weeks of school the Foods 
and Nutrition I students 

discovered the importance 

of measuring by participat-
ing in the “Crunchy 

Munchy Lab”.  The direc-
tions asked students to use 

inaccurate measurements 

ing project which was a 
quilted pillow.  So far this 

year they have studied 

clothing styles from differ-
ent cultures as well as 

learning the basic tech-
niques of clothing con-

struction.  Next they will 
begin studying the history 

of fashion with a special 

emphasis on the decades.   

APPLIED ARTS DEPARTMENT CHANGES NAME 

Family and Consumer Science: 

Business Education: 

Plainfield South High 
School.  Throughout the 

semester the students will 

be collecting pictures, 
video, and audio that will 

address events of their 
choice.  Once they have 

collected all of their media, 
they will use that media to 

create their final presenta-

tion.  These individual 
presentations will be used 

to create a final product 

that will be shown to new 
parents and students at 

freshmen orientation.  This 

is a fantastic opportunity 
for the students to apply 

their marketing skills in a 
practical and unique way.  

It will be a tremendous 
experience for them and 

also provides them op-
portunity to leave a last-
ing legacy at Plainfield 
South. 

Product Marketing for 
Sports, Entertainment, 

and Advertising 

Mrs. Hiestand’s Marketing 

class has been chosen by 
Mr. Goggins to complete a 

special project.  The stu-

dents have been given the 
task of creating a presen-

tation in the form of a 
Power Point or video that 

will highlight and market 

the best things about 
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Technology Education: 

Introduction to Industrial 
Technology is finishing up 

their first rotation, after a 

slow start due to software 
and hardware issue.  Each 

suite is creating there own 
products.  Service groups 

are building theme Bed 

and Breakfast business.  As 
part of this suite they have 

to product a drawings and 

wooden model of there 
business.  Free Enterprise 

groups are creating a mu-
sic store and Ice cream 

shop.  Digital manufactur-
ing groups are building 

desk/locker caddies to hold 

pencils and paper.  Multi-
media groups are creating 

there own music video, 
with animation, music and 

video. 

http://www.isbe.net/career/pdf/CTE_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/career/pdf/CTE_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/career/pdf/CTE_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/career/pdf/CTE_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/career/pdf/CTE_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/career/pdf/CTE_fact_sheet.pdf


The National Honor 
Society of PSHS has 
been really active these 
past weeks.  We had a 
fundraising night at 
Coldstone Creamery in 
September, bought T-
shirts for our members, 
have been active in the 
community and at 
school.  Several students 
served lunch at the 
Morning Star Mission in 
Joliet over the summer.  
During homecoming 
week we are sponsoring 

a food drive for Day-
break Shelter in Joliet, 
and then on Oct. 23rd we 
have another fundraiser 
at Culver’s.  We are also 
in the process of adopt-
ing a section of Route 
126 near Ridge Road for 
cleanup.  Watch for the 
sign to appear, hopefully 
this year!  We are al-
ways looking for new 
ways to help both in 
school and in the com-
munity, so if you have 

any needs, please con-
tact 
ahunt@learningcommuni
ty202.org.    

 

And please, remem-
ber to support us by 
having dinner and ice 
cream at Culverôs on 
Route 59 in Shore-
wood on Thursday 
night, October 23rd! 

National Honor Society  

Grant Received: 

were notified in early 
September that they 
were one of the 35 grant 
recipients. The grant will 
be used to purchase 
supplies to initiate the 
"Plainfield South Cougar 
Businesses." The busi-
nesses include a dog 
treat business, a school 
laundry business and an 
expansion of the current 
school recycling pro-
gram. The businesses 
are organized to provide 
a service to PSHS, work 
skill training for life skills 
students and to tie into 
the greater community 
through expanded ser-
vices.  

"The monies will allow 
us to create a simulated 
work experience within 
the school setting, fur-
ther preparing students 
to be positive contribu-
tors to the community," 

Harvey said. 

More than 50 Plainfield 
South High School stu-
dents who have been 
identified with a disabil-
ity and are enrolled in 
vocational education 
classes or the SCORE 
(Secondary, Community, 
Occupational and Real-
life Education) program 
will participate in the 
businesses.  

Students in the first vo-
cational group will plan 
and maintain the books 
of the class businesses. 
Students in the second 
vocational group will 
produce dog treats, 
wash uniforms for the 
school sports teams and 
will expand the existing 
school recycling program 
to include collecting 
CDs, DVDs, cell phones, 
ink cartridges and plas-

Plainfield South High 
School vocational educa-
tion teacher Kathy Tho-
mason and educational 
diagnostician Colleen 
Harvey have received a 
$1,000 grant to provide 
students with disabilities 
with the hands-on skills 
to run a business and 
prepare them for their 
futures. 

The educators received 
the New Look Innova-
tion Award through the 
Illinois Center for Spe-
cialized Professional 
Support, sponsored by 
the Illinois State Board 
of Education.  Harvey 
and Thomason were rec-
ognized at the New Look 
Launch on Oct. 2 at Lin-
coln Land Community 
College in Springfield. 

They applied for the 
grant this past July and 

Page 6 Volume 8  Issue 1 

 

tics. 

The Cougar Businesses 
Program is closely 
aligned with the state 
goal of improving transi-
tion planning for stu-
dents as part of their 
educational experience. 
The program will chal-
lenge learners of various 
levels to develop appro-
priate skills ranging from 
basic workplace skills to 
developing a business 
plan. 

Running the businesses 
is expected to increase 
student skills in the ar-
eas of reading and lan-
guage arts, math and 
technical skills. The long
-term goal is for stu-
dents to gain the skills 
necessary to obtain and 
maintain jobs in the 
community. 

mailto:ahunt@learningcommunity202.org
mailto:ahunt@learningcommunity202.org


7800 Caton Farm Road 

Plainfield, IL 60586 

Plainfield South High School 

Math:  

Skyler Messinger;  
Joshua Newman;  
Kaylin Hutchinson;  
Jeffrey Becker;  

 

P.E./Health/Dr. Ed.:  

Monica Borrego;  
Mircea Dimb;  
Kayla Worley;  
Antonia Aranda;  
 

Science:  

Nick Mazzone;  
Autumn Overhieser;  
Emily Ezzo;  
Nicole Hamilton;  

 

 

English:  

Angel Santana;  
Theresa Buck;  
Andrew Simek;  
Jessica Rozalowska  

CTE 

Katlyn Strickland;  
Brittani Petersen;  
Kelsey Filippone;  
Maurice Davis;  

 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE/ FINE 

ARTS 

Chris Zilligen;  
Angela Rutz;  
Chris Lamarca;  
Layake Wilson;  

 

Social Studies: 

Sarah Fries;  
Casey Palionis;  
Kaitlyn Kraz;  
Dario Romero;  

 

Special Ed 

Valerie Benavides;  
Anthony Rosary  
Ryan Santos   

Students of the Month: (September) 


