PLAINFIELD SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

COUGAR NEWSLETTER

Volume 2, Edition IV

March, 2003


PSHS Staff Members Honored at ISU:
· Illinois State University awarded 200 varsity letters to female athletes who had competed at ISU from the 1940’s through the 1980’s at a banquet Saturday night, February 8th, 2003.  Plainfield South has two staff members who had received awards that evening.

· Carol Floros, our Instructional Technology Specialist, was a four-year Varsity Badminton player at ISU from 1972-1976.  She was selected to the National Team four years and competed at the AIAW (pre NCAA days) tournament.  Carol was among the top 8 singles player nationally in 1975 and 1976.

· Jamie Frodyma, one of our counselors, attended ISU from 1979-December of 1983, majoring in elementary education.  She was a scholarship varsity swimmer for all four years, specializing in the distance freestyle events.  Her junior year she was awarded MVP of the team and her senior year she won all individual events at the midstates championship.  Jamie was also a record holder at ISU in the 200, 500, 1000 and 1650 freestyle events.

Plainfield South is extremely proud of their accomplishments and congratulates Carol and Jamie on the awards presented to them at ISU.

Illinois Vehicle Code Law:
· Please take note of a recent change in the Illinois Vehicle Code Law.  This new law permits the enforcement of “Speeding in a School Zone” on school property.  Our new signs will be clearly posted as a school zone and will have a limit of twenty miles an hour.  A minimum of a $200 fine and suspension of driving privileges are mandatory consequences as set by the State of Illinois.  We have notified our law enforcement agency and they have informed us that it will be strictly enforced.

Solutions and Science Clubs:
· Solutions and Science Clubs have begun the process of organizing the recycling of paper products at Plainfield South.  A dumpster has been placed in the teachers’ parking lot for the storage of the collected paper.  The clubs now face the tasks of developing a mindset in the building that recycling is important to all of us and creating a master plan for collection from classrooms.  Despite these obstacles, the clubs are excited about helping make a difference locally and globally.

Middle School and High School Science Teachers Brainstorm:
· Representatives of District 202 middle and high school teachers met on February 10th to discuss science education goals.  The meeting allowed the teachers to discuss the sequence of topics taught, how this sequence corresponded to the State Goals and Tests, and ways to improve upon utilizing each other’s expertise to improve instruction throughout the district.  Dave Nusbaumer, Tino Villaflor, Bernadette Gruca-Peal, Matt Long, Derrick Swistak, and Scott Albright represented Plainfield South.

Tech Prep:
· On March 18th a group of dedicated students will participate in this year’s Tech Prep conference, which will be held at Joliet Junior College from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  These students have worked diligently since November to create a movie documenting a product’s journey from raw material to final product.  Along with the help of the Fashion II class, an inventory of pajama pants will be displayed and sold with all proceeds going to United Way of Will County.  Hats of to Darrell Stephenson, Justin Camera, Carrissa Raddatz, Valerie Lopez, Andrew Schubert and Mrs. Reichert for putting together such a wonderful project.

Joliet Junior College Robotics Challenge:
· Plainfield South Computer Science teacher, Robert Hillegonds was looking for a way to keep up interest in the Java Programming language before the changeover next year in the Advanced Placement Curriculum from C++ to Java.  The ability to program Lego’s Robots can be done using the Java Programming, so a number of former and current students began coming to meetings once a week to program robots in Java.  Rudy Jakupovic, Scott Carlock, Robert Beavis and Nick Vercellotti entered the Joliet Junior College Robotics challenge held on January 24th.  Even though the challenge made use of a different programming language, the four students came back with a third place finish.  The top three teams were Wilco, Minooka and Plainfield South.  Rudy Jakupovic, team captain, said, “This was a great competition, and we learned a lot about the physics of building a robot as well as programming.  I am looking forward to entering again next year.”

PSHS Musical:

· “Anything Goes” lights up the stage at PSHS!  
It is that wonderful time of the year again when our hard-working students are singing, dancing and performing their hearts out for the spring musical production.  This year our large and talented cast is putting on two performances of the musical “Anything Goes”.  The performances will be in the auditorium at Plainfield South High School, March 14th and 15th, starting at 7:00 p.m.

The show is a very lighthearted comedy of errors that takes place on a cruise liner.  Billy wants to get rid of Sir Evelyn, so that he can marry Hope, so he convinces Reno to entice Sir Evelyn so that Hope is free.  The only problem is that the purser thinks that Billy is public enemy number one.  Elisha J. Whitney thinks that Billy is in the USA managing his assets, so in order to remain undetected, Billy must assume many disguises and be involved in many charades with the help of Reno, Bonnie, Moon, the Angels and the “Chinese converts”, Ching and Ling.  This show is a comedy of errors.  It has some great music and dancing, and in the end, everyone gets the right girl.

The cast and crew have been working very hard having a great time, so come out and see the show! Tickets can be purchased through the main office at PSHS, by calling 815/439-5555.

Foreign Language Week:

· During the week of March 3rd through March 7th the Foreign Language Department celebrated its second annual Foreign Language Week with its theme of “Make Friends – Peace Follows”.  All foreign language students participated in the many activities designed to foster awareness of different cultures and languages.  Everyone created a poster reflecting this year’s theme.  Winners of gift certificates were: first place-Amanda Wesley; second place-Rachael Kosicek; third place-April Pangilinan; and fourth place-Lindsay Andrews.  German Club students sold “Glucklichegramme” or “happy grams” to spread cheer on Monday and also decorated masks for Fasching.  On Tuesday the French Club sold beads to celebrate Mardi Gras.  One of our highlights of the week was a performance during lunch hours.  This year Dedé Sampaio performed samba music on Wednesday much to the delight of the student body.  Students were given a button for speaking Spanish on Thursday, and on Friday all foreign language students were treated to an assembly which included a performance of Cinderella by the French Club, Hänsel  and Gretel by the German Club, salsa dancing by the Spanish Club, and singing and percussion performances performed by teachers Gustavo Albear and Jerrod Cook along with several Spanish language students.  Other activities during the week included ethnic food served by the cafeteria staff, short teaching videos created by students, and music from different cultures was played throughout the school.

Band:

· The Plainfield Band Boosters are having a successful year once again.  The fall fundraising efforts went very well and the spring fundraisers have great potential.  This spring and summer the band boosters will take up many projects, some small and some very large, at several different schools in the district continuing with their tradition of providing support to all of the band students in the Plainfield School District.  If you would be interested in learning more about the Plainfield Band Boosters, please consider attending one of the meetings.

Upcoming dates to note are:

· March 4th – Band Booster meeting in the PSHS band room at 7:00 p.m.

· April 1st – Band Booster meeting in the PSHS band room at 7:00 p.m.

Several PSHS students will travel to Seneca High School on Saturday, March 8th to participate in the Solo and Ensemble Contest.  At this contest, students will perform solos or small ensembles that they have prepared for a judge to evaluate their level of performance.  The students are not competing against each other, just themselves.  This is an invaluable experience for the students, and they are encouraged to participate.

On Friday, April 4th, Dr. James Lambrecht will be coming to give a clinic to the band students during their band class period.  He will focus on several different ensemble techniques and discuss the value of music in their lives.

On Saturday, April 12th the Symphonic Band will travel to John Hersey High School to participate in the Chicago Land Concert Band Festival.  PSHS will be one of 13 bands performing for a distinguished panel of judges.  Our performance will be followed by a clinic with a college band director.

The spring band concert will be Tuesday, May 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the PSHS auditorium.

Color Guard training has begun for next fall.  Any interested student can attend the sessions on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the PSHS dance studio.

Drum line workouts will be starting soon.  The high school and middle school directors will provide information as soon as it becomes available.

Choir:

· The Solo and Ensemble Contest is coming up on March 8th at Seneca High School.  There are about 30 different soloists and groups performing there.  This is an all day event so the students are working extremely hard.  We are definitely looking forward to this.

Many of our musicians are currently working extremely hard on the spring musical performance of Anything Goes to be presented on March 14th and March 15th at 7:00 p.m.

The choir is also eagerly awaiting our trip to see the Lion King.  On April 30th we will be leaving school along with our band and some choir members from PHS and heading for Chicago, where we will have dinner at the Hard Rock Café.  We will then take a tour of the city and see the performance of the Lion King.  It should be quite a fun time!

Please mark your calendar for our Jazz Choir auditions on April 1st, right after Spring Break.  A sign up sheet will be made available for the students to sign up for a time.  In addition, we hope to see you at our next concert on May 22nd.

Prom:
· Plainfield South High School will hold its first Prom on May 10th at the Rialto in Joliet.  Ticket information will be made available at a later date.

Mother Son Brunch Information
Success After High School –Joliet Junior College Presentation
