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Important Dates:

November 23 2 Day of Attendance

Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 24  Parent/Teacher Con-

ferences — No School

November 25 Teacher Institute —

No School

November 26/27 Thanksgiving
Recess — No School

December 14

December 18 Last Day of
Attendance before Winter Break

January 4 Classes Resume
January 13/14  Semester Exams
January 15 End of Semester 1

Exploration Night

From the Desk of Dan Goggins:

This is an extremely
busy time here in Cou-
gar Town. Cougars are
in the process of finaliz-
ing class requests for
next fall with each stu-
dent having the opportu-
nity to meet individually
with  their counselor.
Cougars involved in ex-
tracurricular activities
are prepping for upcom-
ing competitions, con-
certs, and plays and we
have also begun a new
athletic season. The
Cougar faculty has been

engaged in staff devel-
opment opportunities to
strengthen their abilities
in improving student lit-
eracy. The Cougar
Caravan held on Octo-
ber 27th allowed me the
opportunity to meet with
parents and community
members to talk about
what they liked and
would like to see im-
proved in our school. In
addition, we look for-
ward to seeing Cougar
parents/guardians at
conferences on Novem-

HOMECOMING 2009

Homecoming 2009 was
an incredible success!
The Cougar Boosters
would like to thank all
the businesses, clubs
and individuals that do-
nated or helped for their
wonderful support. The
donations and support
they provided allowed
our Homecoming events
to be a fantastic experi-
ence for everyone. We
especially appreciate the
efforts of our Homecom-
ing committee and Gigi
Turk. Also thanks to
the rest of our adminis-
trators, teachers, custo-

dians and staff who
helped ensure Home-
coming was fun for all.
Thank you to all the par-
ents and volunteers—
your help is tremen-
dously appreciated! In
addition, the PSHS stu-
dents and alumni de-
serve huge thanks for
their participation in the
many events and activi-
ties that took place dur-
ing Homecoming
week—the school spirit
and pride you displayed
was outstanding! And
we can'’t forget the fire-
works---What an amaz-

ber 23 and 24". As
you can plainly see,
Cougar Town is not a
TV sitcom. It's an active
thriving  high  school
community in the south-
west suburbs of Chi-
cago. It's good to be a
cougar!

ing finale for Homecom-
ing week!
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A mind once
stretched by a new
idea never regains its
original dimensions.”

- Anonymous

DRIVER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Most Frequently Asked
Drivers Education Ques-
tions:

1. When can my son or
daughter go and get his
or her license?

Prior to going to the DMV,
all students should confirm
their completion of Driver
Education training. To
confirm completion, check
this website: https:/
secl.isbe.net/driveredweb/

inquiry.asp.

2. Is there an extra fee for
Driver Education Class?

Yes. $125

3. How many hours am |
(the parent) required to
practice driving with my
son or daughter?

The secretary of state re-
quires students to receive
Fifty (50) hours of driving
with their parents. Ten
(10) of which have to be
done at night. To docu-
ment the fifty hours
download the following:
http://www.psd202.org/
PSHS/depts/pehealthde/

dred/50hour.pdf

4. What are the require-
ments to obtain a per-
mit?

To be eligible for a permit,
students must: be at least

Cougar Campus News

15 years old, be enrolled in
an approved driver educa-
tion class, pass the permit
exam, and pass an eye
exam.

Contact Mr. Boe for exam
dates. (Information is be-
low)

4. | have another ques-
tion that is not on here?

Contact Mr. Boe:
1.815.577.5802 or e-mail
tboe@psd202.org (e-mail
is preferred). Also, visit
our website: http://
www.psd202.org/PSHS/
depts/pehealthde/dred/
dred.htm

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

Three Plainfield South
art students have work
on display at Joliet Jun-
ior College's 2009 Area
High School Art Exhibit.
Tatiana Diaz, Lauren
Marquez, and Cassie
Irizarry are PSHS repre-

sentatives in a show that
features 20 area high
schools and 60 works of
art.

Work can be seen at the
Laura Sprague Art Gal-
lery at JUC's Main Cam-
pus November 16-25
and again from Novem-
ber 30-December 11th.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

The Introduction to In-
dustrial Technology
classes has started their
second suite rotation. As
the students have pro-
gressed through the
suites, their products are
improved. Be on the
lookout for pictures on
the Technology Educa-
tion Web site.

Tech CAD, just com-
plete Orthographic Multi
view drawings and now
moving onto learning
and creating Isometric/
pictorial views. This is
their first opportunity to
complete a drawing in
three dimensions.

The New Game Design
class is work hard learn-
ing the game design
program called “Alice”.
The students have made
movies and simple



https://sec1.isbe.net/driveredweb/inquiry.asp
https://sec1.isbe.net/driveredweb/inquiry.asp
https://sec1.isbe.net/driveredweb/inquiry.asp
http://www.psd202.org/PSHS/depts/pehealthde/dred/50hour.pdf
http://www.psd202.org/PSHS/depts/pehealthde/dred/50hour.pdf
http://www.psd202.org/PSHS/depts/pehealthde/dred/50hour.pdf
mailto:tboe@psd202.org
http://www.psd202.org/PSHS/depts/pehealthde/dred/dred.htm
http://www.psd202.org/PSHS/depts/pehealthde/dred/dred.htm
http://www.psd202.org/PSHS/depts/pehealthde/dred/dred.htm
http://www.psd202.org/PSHS/depts/pehealthde/dred/dred.htm

Volume 9, Issue 2

FOREIGN LANGUAGE HONOR SOCIETY

On Tuesday, November 3,
2009, at 7:00 pm, the
Plainfield South foreign
language honor societies
held an induction cere-
mony to initiate new mem-
bers. Invitation for mem-
bership in these honor so-
cieties is based on scholar-
ship in the language, as
well as scholarship in gen-
eral. The aim of these
groups is to recognize stu-
dent achievement in the
study of foreign languages
as well as to promote fur-

ther understanding of their
respective languages and
cultures.

The Plainfield South World

Language Department
would like to congratulate
its newest foreign lan-

guage honor society mem-
bers. The ceremony was
sponsored by Maureen E.
Miller, Toni Lowery, and
Kristina Johnson. Family
and friends were invited to
witness the induction of the
students into their respec-

tive societies, the candle
lighting ceremony, and the
pledge in each language.
The induction ceremony
was followed by a recep-
tion served by the French
Club, German Club and
Spanish Club. The cere-
mony was held in recogni-
tion of the students’ ac-
complishments, and the
Plainfield South World Lan-
guage Department is very
proud of their hard work.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE—SPANISH CLUB

Spanish Club recently
celebrated Dia de los
Muertos, or Day of the
Dead. This Mexican
holiday is celebrated on
November 1st and 2nd
of each year to honor
and remember loved
ones who have passed
away. This day is not

filled with sadness, but
rather is a celebration of
both life and death.
Among other traditions,
Mexicans often decorate
sugar skulls to celebrate
this day, so 45 Spanish
Club members recently
gathered to do just that.
Students used food col-

oring, feathers, sequins,
and frosting to decorate
the skulls.

MATH DEPARTMENT

Students in Precalculus
Honors "Unwrapped
the Unit Circle”. The
Unit Circle is used in
Trigonometry and stu-
dents used the unit cir-
cle to generate graphs
of the sine and cosine.
They measured vertical
distance and horizontal
distance and plotted the
points. When they were
finished they were able
to see the periodic be-
havior of both the sine
and cosine functions.
Students in Algebra 1
classes are currently

studying a unit that fo-
cuses on functions.
They were able to use
the graphing calculators
and the ranger (basically
SONAR device) to help
illustrate the function of
distance traveled vs.
time. Students walked
in front of this device
and it would graph how
far they were from it any
that  particular  time.
They used the graphs
they made to point out
the slopes of the lines
(even though we have
not studied slope yet) to

relate it to the idea of a
rate of change or in this
case speed. The magni-
tude of the number
would correlate to the
rate of the walker while
the sign would relate to
the direction of move-
ment. We used this idea
to see if we could graph
other shapes such as
parabolas, W's, or even
circles (though they do
not make functions).
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What we want is to
see the child in
pursuit of
knowledge, and not

knowledge in
pursuit of the child."
--George Bernard
Shaw
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DEPARTMENT NEWS

“"Imagination is more
important than
knowledge.
Knowledge is limited.

Imagination encircles
the world."
-- Albert Einstein

MATH DEPARTMENT —CONTINUED

Algebra 2 Honors stu-
dents just completed a
marble project which
demonstrated that the
path of any falling object
with some forward mo-
mentum would take the
path of a parabola as it
falls. Students built a
ramp on the desk and
rolled the marble down
the ramp and found an
average distance that it
fell away from the desk.

From there they had 2
points of the path the
marble took, a zero and
the vertex. With that
known they were able to
calculate the equation of
that parabola and graph
the marble’s projected
path. Once they had the
equation, they placed a
cup a number of inches
off the floor and using
the equation found how
far from the desk the
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cup needed to be to
catch the falling marble.
Students are  often
amazed that they are
able to calculate the pre-
cise place that the mar-
ble will be at any given
time from the small
amount of data that was
collected.

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Wake up with Chemistry!
Students in AP chemistry gain
collegiate experience in ana-
lytical chemistry techniques.

Before most of his classmates
are awake, C.J. Schei has
already performed a gravimet-
ric analysis of a metal carbon-
ate. C.J. is a student in early
bird AP chemistry. Mrs.
Lemke, the early bird AP in-
structor, highly recommends
the course. "Today, the stu-
dents titrated a sample of
oxalic acid with potassium
permanganate as their stan-
dard solution. This lab is typi-
cal of the high caliber of ex-
periments that we do. These

labs are no different than the
experiments performed at the
university and professional
level. AP Chemistry is the
introductory  college  level
chemistry class - these stu-
dents will definitely have an
advantage over their college
peers who do not take the
course."

C.J. enjoys the early morning
chemistry class. "Early bird
has extra time to complete
some of the more difficult as-
signments, because we can
get together even before the
early bird bell. It also opened
up my schedule to take other
classes and is a recom-

mended course for the health
fields that I'm looking into.

Students interested in adding
AP Chemistry as an Early Bird
course or during the regular
school day for the 2010-2011
school year should contact
their counselor.

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY

Google recently an-
nounced a new search
setting that all parents
and educators should be
aware of. Google now
allows you to lock-in
your safe search set-
tings with password pro-
tection. If you choose
"Lock Safe Search" in
your search preferences
you will be locking in

strict filtering for all of
Google's search prod-
ucts  including  web
search, image search,
and video search. When
the safe search setting
is locked large red, blue,
yellow, and green balls
appear at the top of the
search page. This pro-
vides a large visual ref-
erence you can use from

across the room to make
sure that kids are locked
into strict filtering while
searching.

Check out this video tu-
torial

http://psd202.org/pshs/
google.safe.search.wmv
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BUSINESS EDUCATION

Orientation to Business

Students have been studying
advantages and disadvan-
tages of Credit Cards and
learning to manage money
wisely to avoid pitfalls. Soon
students will be working on a
simulated checking account
and will learn what it is like to
pay bills, make deposits, rec-
oncile their checkbook and
manage their check-

book. Students will also soon
be participating in a simulated
stock market investment
"game." Students are given
$50.00 of "pretend or virtual"
dollars to invest in the stock
market. Over a 6 week period
some students will see that
they are able to make sub-
stantial earnings on their in-
vested dollars. It is somewhat
competitive because students
can see what their classmates
have earned, so it is fun for
all.

Entrepreneurship

In the Entrepreneurship class
students are making progress
on the Business Plan and
have finished the Introduction
and Marketing seg-

ments. Students will soon
begin working on the financial
section of their Business
Plan. For their busi-

ness, students have com-
pleted a web-

site, brochure, newspaper ad,
press release and opening
day flyer. Our first business
speaker was Beth Randall of
"Joe Organizer". Beth has
owned her own business for 7
years and is a National Pro-
fessional Organizer. She
even coaches and trains new
Professional Organizers. She
lives in Plainfield, is married
and has 3 children. Students
learned about her college
background, how she got
started in her business, how

she advertises, saw her bro-
chure and business cards and
pens that she uses as a pro-
motional item. Beth also
teaches classes or seminars
on being organized. She
works primarily with home-
makers and helps them or-
ganize room, attics, base-
ments, offices, etc. She has a
gift of organization and loves
her work. Students learned
about the advantages of hav-
ing a business that operates
from your home. The space
and expenses can be tax de-
ductible. Beth was able to
give students an excellent
picture of owning your own
business. We look forward to
other speakers.

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE:

Foods | Students Take
Steps to Eat Healthier

In the Foods I classes
the students used a
Mypyramid computer
program to determine if
they were getting all of
their daily recommended
nutrients for the day.
After analyzing their own
food intake for a day
they worked with a part-
ner evaluating each
other’s food choices.
Once the food choices
were discussed each
person created a new
meal plan for their part-
ner that included foods
and nutrients they were

missing.

Sewing for Charity

This semester Clothing,
Textiles & Fashion | stu-
dents paired up with
Cornerstone Services
Inc. of Joliet to work to-
wards a good cause.
The students sewed tux-
edo themed aprons

needed for the annual
CEO Luncheon this
Thanksgiving. Local
CEOQ’s will buy tables for
the luncheon and then
serve the tables wearing
the aprons made by the
students. Cornerstone
Services Inc. works to
help disabled individuals
live independently. Due
to the success of the
project, PSHS’s Clothing
students will be continu-
ing to help the charity
with further projects in
the future.
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"The only person
who is educated is
the one who has

learned how to
learn and change."
-- Carl Rogers

15—
Ewﬂweraﬂ learners to contribute and succeed in a dranﬂinﬁ world. ©
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"Teachers open the
door, but you must
enter by yourself."

-- Chinese Proverb

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Academics: Funda-
mental Practical Math

FND Practical Math
class is all about
"practical". And what

could be more practical
than learning to budget?
For the second year, Mr.
Dominick Lundy from
Everest College came to
our class on Tues. 11/3.
He shared a budget les-
son that allowed stu-
dents a chance to make
real life choices (and a
chance to win a light up
"glow" pen).

Lanquage!:

On November 10th, in
preparation for Veteran's
Day, the students in
Language! classes put
their writing sKkills to
good use. Students

used some of their class
time to write letters to
our military personnel
wishing happy holidays
and saying thank you.
The letters will be in-
cluded in care packages
being sent by PSHS to
our service people over-
seas.

SPORTS:

Our Special Olympic
athletes are beginning to
prepare for basketball
season. A reminder to
parents, please make
sure your students have
updated physicals if they
want to participate in our
Special Olympic Pro-
grams! If you have any
questions, please call
Coach Thomason or
Carol Floros for informa-
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tion.

PSHS Basketball
Games for Special
Olympic Athletes

Home Games:

Wed. 12/9 — 7:00 PM at
PSHS(Gym)
vs.Hindsdale South

Tues. 1/19 - 7:00 at
PSHS(Gym) vs. Lock-
port

*** Wednesday
2/24/10 6:30 PM***

“Pack the House” at
Plainfield South High
School

SPECIAL EDUCATION—VOCATIONAL

The Special Education De-
partment has been busy
preparing our students for
next year and for life after
high school.

Matthew Sahlin from the
lllinois Dept. of Employ-
ment Security was here on
Oct. 29" to speak to stu-
dents about how to find a
job. He works with the
Hire the Future Program
for the State of IL. Next
week, Nov. 17", he will be
returning to interview stu-
dents who turned in appli-
cations for the program.
He will be working to place
these students in part-time
seasonal positions.

On Wednesday, 11/11, a
former PSHS and current

UTI student came to talk to
students about attending
Universal Technical Insti-
tute. He talked about en-
rolling in school, what it
was like to attend a trade
school, what was expected
of students there, and find-
ing ways to finance your
education after high school
(applying for scholarships).
It was very interesting to
have a student from last
year come and talk to sen-
iors this year about attend-
ing UTI.

Thursday, 11/12, Julia Ann
Oglisby from WILCO,
talked to students about
attending WILCO as a jun-
ior or senior. About 40
students were able to learn

about the programs of-
fered, dual credit, class
expectations, and they
even heard from 5 current
students enrolled in auto,
cosmetology, and criminal
investigations.

On Friday, 11/13, another
former student who is in
the Marines, is coming to
talk to students interested
in the military, about life as
a Marine. He will also talk
about the enlistment proc-
ess and boot camp.

Finally, DRS, will be return-
ing on 11/30 to meet with
parents and students about
programs available after
high school.
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ENGLISH DEPARTMEN

Words of the Week Jumble/Scramble (Unscramble the letters to create words.
Place corresponding letter into numbered boxes below

LOETAESD

& 17 54 16 10 11 1z 1%
VESNEACECOLCN|

%1 1% 2l 4z 35 26 7 3¢ 28 2z 2 40 19
JEACOL

14 37 39 9 36 &
MNOUNOTSUIC

T 16 25 27 38 29 30 31 ®
HITSUA

4 24 20 @ 3% 23
LI LIV L LI LR [R[[[F] [ ][]
T z T 4 & & 7 & @ 1In 11 1z 13 14 15 16 17 18 3 4 19
PL LT [RI¥] W[ | [R] | [ [ [ [m] | [&] [v¥] |

20 21 @ Tz 5 2% 18 & 24 26 26 24 2 2l 27 Zg¢ 29 20 3l 32
6 33 34 3 35 36 26 32 15 7zl ¢ 3% 11 39 9 26 13 %zl 1%
[ R LTI T T CLITTIT], LI LTI TIR[T]
IT 21 18 3 4 § T z 3 15 Z0 40 3 1 18 21 1 & 24 34 41 9 42 § 7 &
Wl T T 1 [J LI TIPIIRITITI¥I [TLITTTT] W
T 11 2 I 6 13 24 Iz IT @ 19 36 16 7 7 6 & & 20 =2 e

4 1 z0 3 29 23 7 4 z7 z9 © 13 18 37 2L 6 z0
LI Iml | [e] [ [ |
38 11 26 T 16 38 16 2 42 37 26 13 34 40 & 21 38 17

The Study of Literature (to be referred to as Bibliography)
"The proper study of mankind is books." (A. Huxley)

English 10 honors currently finds itself and its devoted students in the throes of Chopin’s daring novella The
Awakening. Once a book banned because its author courageously expressed the female character’'s need
for freedom from the typical lifestyle of the very early 20" century, the literary cannon has rediscovered Cho-
pin’s innate talents. Students find themselves challenged by the archetypal symbolism (conventional literary
symbols such as the sun, the moon, and various colors). This textual experience is prime preparation for
advanced placement courses in the very near future.

Want to read The Awakening? www.classicreader.com

Is your senior in Senior Reading and Writing 1? Your senior student is currently engrossed in a multi-cultural text
of his or her choice. Do you know which one? Do you know why he or she picked that particular book?
Ask. Next on the agenda is the research unit. The semester will round out with the study of the classic
hero. Students will select science fiction or fantasy novels and will explore the development of the hero as
well as his/her journey. Students will begin this unit by deciphering and analyzing the classic movie, Star
Wars.


http://www.classicreader.com

Plainfield School District 202

Primary Business Address
Your Address Line 2

Phone: 555-555-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
E-mail: someone@example.com

Your business tag line here.

A Message from the Cougar Boosters:

The Cougar Boosters next event is our Bowling fundraiser. The

Bowling Bash was great fun last year, so mark your calendar now
for March 6™ at Town & Country Lanes! Donations of gift items or
gift certificates that could be used as prizes during the festivities

are needed. Tickets will be sold at home basketball games and if
you would like to make a donation or help in any way, please con-
tact Chris Voda at 436-5736. Watch for more info on the website.

Our upcoming meetings are December 7" and January 4" at
7:00 pm in Room 198, right inside Door W. Share your ideas and

help the Cougar Boosters make a difference at PSHS!

Students of the Month: (September & October

English: Katya Stoy-
anova, Ashley Taylor,
Noelani Quinones,
Maritza Vazquez;

Career & Technical
Education: Nick
Marquez, Alison
Pacheco, Matt Bafia,
Stephanie Keeley;

World Language/
Fine Arts: Ayeshah
Plummer, Breanna
Colantone, Kristen
Stoneking, Lea Perez;

Math: Ashlee Wright,
Ariana Prado, Dazrion
Green, Leonel Garcia;

P.E./Health/Dr. Ed.:
Sydney Powers, Re-
becca Bryant, Alex
Sibley, Dwight Matti-
son-Trevino;

Science: Rosa Marti-
nez, Sumaita Azam,
Candace Stoneking,
Caitlin Reposa;
Social Studies:
Sophie Popovich,
Todd McGuire, Erin
Mijares, Joe Gubala;

Special Ed.: Edwin
Valdez, Ross Caverly

English: Samantha
Bennett, Samantha
Calderon, Salvadore
Huerta ;

Career & Technical
Education: Emily
Fishbeck, Miguel Rod-
riguez, Gabrielle
Demichael, Mary Pa-
terno;

World Language/
Fine Arts: Sarah
Abercrombie, Alex
Eischen, Allen Mig-
gins, Lauren Marquez;

Math: Bianca Haro,
Raymond Farias,
Daniel Cha, Sarah
Johnson;

P.E./Health/Dr. Ed.:
Alexandra Hillen, Ta-
sha Smith, Jesse
Dedic, Victoria Ber-
ard, ;

Science: Jennifer
Shelton, Kaylyn Tho-
mas, Kelly Jennings,
Cortney Bucaro;

Social Studies:

Christopher Higgins,
Hina Ashraf, Macey
Berta, Amber Dedic



