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Coordination of Administration  

and 

Parent Groups for Educational Efficiency 

 
CAPE was established 34 years ago to allow parent groups and administrators to share concerns 

and ideas in an effort to promote unity throughout District 202. Each year during the CAPE 

awards ceremony, District 202 schools honor individuals who have exhibited outstanding 

commitment to both their school and their community. 

 

 
Entertainment by The Plainfield Chamber Strings Quartet 

 

Welcome ï Anthony Scala & Karen Newberry Meehan, CAPE Co-Presidents 

 

Master of Ceremonies ï Dr. Gene Carlson, Principal, Wesmere Elementary 

 

50
th

 Anniversary Tribute to Crystal  Lawns Elementary ï Dr. Kathleen Baxter 

 

Introduction of Honored Guest 

 

Presentation of CAPE Award 

 

Presentation of Parent Group Awards 



Red House 

 

Bonnie McBeth Learning Center    Mina Griffith, Principal 
Plainfield Academy, Turnabout and P-Step Programs  Tod Schnowske, Principal 

 

Blue House 

 
Charles Reed Elementary School    Beth Wackerlin, Principal 

Meadow View Elementary School    Dr. Donald McKinney, Principal 

Ridge Elementary School     Eileen Nelson, Principal 

Thomas Jefferson Elementary School    Laurie Boyce, Principal 
Wesmere Elementary School     Dr. Gene Carlson, Principal 

Aux Sable Middle School     Sharon Alexander, Principal 

Drauden Point Middle School     Patrick Flynn, Principal 
Plainfield South High School     Dan Goggins, Principal 

 

Green House 

 
Central Elementary School     Linda DiLeo, Principal 

Crystal Lawns Elementary School    Dr. Kathy Baxter, Principal 

Grand Prairie Elementary School    Janan Szurek, Principal 

River View Elementary School     Joe Simpkins, Principal 
Indian Trail Middle School     Christian Rivara, Principal 

Timber Ridge Middle School     Dave Bendis, Principal 

Plainfield Central High School     Robert Smith, Principal 

 

Orange House 

 

Creekside Elementary School     Kevin Slattery, Principal 
Elizabeth Eichelberger Elementary School   Trevor Harris, Principal 

Lakewood Falls Elementary School    Dr. Tina Olson, Principal 

Liberty Elementary School     Christy Frederick, Principal 

John F. Kennedy Middle School     Jennifer Orlos, Principal 
Plainfield East High School     Anthony Manville, Principal 

 

Red House 

 
Eagle Pointe Elementary School     Scott Fink, Principal 

Freedom Elementary School     Curtis Hudson, Principal 

Lincoln Elementary School     Kelley Gallt, Principal 
Walkerôs Grove Elementary School    Dr. Kellie Sanders, Principal 

Heritage Grove Middle School     Steve Diveley, Principal 

Ira Jones Middle School      Dr. Ed Boswell, Principal 

Plainfield North High School     Ray Epperson, Principal   
  

 



 

CAPE Officers 2009 - 10 

Karen Newberry Meehan, Co-President 
Anthony Scala, Co-President 

Kevin Kirberg, Treasurer 

Laura Ries Dralle, Secretary 
 

Plainfield Community Consolidated 

School District 202 

Board of Education 
Rod Westfall, President 

Roger Bonuchi, Vice President 

Michael Kelly, Secretary 
Stuart Bledsoe 

Eric Gallt 

David Obrzut 
Michelle Smith 

 

 

District 202 Administration  
 

Dr. John Harper Superintendent 

Tom Hernandez Director of Community Relations 
Dr. Carmen Acevedo Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 

Brenda Arrington Ed.S. Director of Assessment & Accountability 

Glenn Wood Director of Curriculum and Instruction - High School/Blue House 

Cathie Pezanoski Director of Curriculum and Instruction - Elementary School/Green House 
Joan Woolwine Director of Curriculum and Instruction - Elementary School/Orange House 

Dr. Nancy Hayhurst Director of Curriculum and Instruction - Middle School/Red House 

Linda Hoste Director of English Language Learners 
Wanda Carrasquillo Assistant Director for English Language Learners 

Linda Casey Director of Instructional Technology and Media 

Michelle Slabich Director of Management Information Systems 
Marilyn Healy Director of Professional Development PreK-12 

John Prince Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations 

Rich Gehrke Director of Custodial Services 

Ellen Theobald Director of Transportation 
Darlene von Behren Assistant Superintendent for Administration and Personnel 

Dan Thorse Director of Administration and Personnel - Middle School 

Craig Brown Director of Administration and Personnel - High School 
Mark Heiss Director of Administration and Personnel - Elementary School 

Margie Bonuchi District Technology Administrator 

Sharon Gronemeyer Assistant Superintendent for Student Services 
Pat Snider Director of Student Services - Elementary School 

Jill Carlson Director of Student Services - Middle School 

Susan Jawor Director of Student Services - High School 
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Congratulations to Crystal Lawns on their 50
th

 Anniversary 

 
The History of Crystal Lawns Elementary School 

 

The Crystal Lawns Elementary School was constructed in 1958 with a total floor area of 12,100 square 
feet. Other additions were constructed in 1960 and 1969, adding 14,150 and 4,780 square feet 

respectively. In the early 1950ôs Crystal Lawns was on the site of a golf course. The two-story house on 

Teeway and Crystal Drive was the Clubhouse. The school district bought seven acres to build the school. 

Crystal Lawns was the first elementary school building in the State of Illinois to be built with state funds. 
This was under the State Elementary Act. The state would allow ñno frills.ò No kindergarten or library 

were allowed. The building was paid off in 16 years. Two present classrooms, room 11 and 12 were 

one room which was used as a multi-purpose room. The telephone was on the wall in the hallway and 

some of the more diminutive staff had to stand on a milk crate to use it.  

 

Crystal Lawns opened in September of 1959. Mrs. Elaine Madison was the first principal and she taught 

2
nd

 grade that year as well. She was the only woman in the district at that time with a Masters degree. 

There were eight classrooms in all. Every year starting in 1960 the school would hold an Arbor Day 
program and a tree or bush would be planted in honor or memory of someone close to the school. Many 

of these trees and bushes remain on the grounds.  

 
A new addition was started in about a year and was completed for occupancy in September 1962. It 

included the rooms in the North-South corridor, the gym, and the faculty room. Rooms 11 and 12 were 

divided into two rooms at that time.  
 

Two mobile units were built in the back of the school in the mid to late 60ôs to handle the increasing 

enrollment. They were hauled away during the ó74-ó75 school years after Grand Prairie opened. The last 

addition was completed in September of 1970. It included the Media Center and two classrooms.  The 

canopy was constructed at that time. One of the classrooms was a Learning Disabilities Classroom, the 

first L.D. Room in the Lockport Special Education Coop. The building was renovated during the 

summer of 1996. Air-conditioning, rewiring, plumbing, city water and sewer, networked computers, T1 

line and monitors in each classroom were added.  

 
Crystal Lawns was the first school to have an Outdoor Education Program. This activity started in 1977 

and the fifth graders have participated in this program every year since. The reading recovery program 

was first piloted at Crystal Lawns School as well as the FLEX program.  
 

Mrs. Madison retired in 1980. The media center was named in her honor. Charles Anderson became the 

principal in September of 1980 and retired in 1993. Kathy Baxter was a 5
th
 grade teacher at Crystal Lawns 

from 1974-1993 and became principal in 1993 and remains only the third principal of the school until this 

day. 



50
th

 Anniversary List of Events                            
Crystal Lawns is celebrating our 50

th
 Anniversary.   

                                                                                  

September 27, 2009 ï Open House from 1-4 pm at Crystal Lawns Elementary School ï the public is 

invited to take a walk through the school and recall stories, teachers and friends while sifting through old 
yearbooks and pictures.  Attendees will also have a chance to see how much the school has changed since 

they were children.  

 
October 3, 2009 ï Homecoming Parade in downtown Plainfield ï Crystal Lawns will participate in the 

annual Homecoming Parade with a float replicating the school.  Students and staff will also participate in 

homecoming events and Spirit Week the week prior to the parade.   
 

November 20, 2009 ï VIP Day at Crystal Lawns School - The students will host VIP (Very Important 

Person) Day by inviting VIPs in their lives to spend part of the day with them at school.  This event has 

evolved from its original inception as a tribute to American Education Week.   
  

December 5, 2009 ï Santaôs Secret Workshop from 9am -2pm at Crystal Lawns School ï The PTA 

will host Santaôs Secret Workshop. 
 

January 22, 2010 ï PTA Unit Meeting at 7:00pm and the all day Read-a-thon at Crystal Lawns 

Elementary School ï Crystal Lawns staff will highlight the PTA for what they have done for the past 50 

years.  They will also hand out life memberships.  Crystal Lawns retirees will also be invited back for a 
Read-a-thon to tell students stories about the school when they were teaching.  

 

February 26, 2010 ï Milk and Donuts at 9:00am at Crystal Lawns Elementary School - Crystal Lawns 
staff and PTA members will bring back the nostalgic before school treat of the 1970s, milk and donuts 

before school for all students who order them.   

 
March 11, 2010 ï Movie Night at 6:15 pm at Crystal Lawns Elementary School ï Crystal Lawns will 

host a Movie Night featuring Walt Disneyôs ñSleeping Beauty,ò an appropriate selection since it was also 

created 50 years ago.    

 
March 24, 2010 ï School Birthday Cupcake Day ï Each student will receive a birthday cupcake and 

students and staff will sing a birthday song to celebrate our 50
th
 Anniversary.  

 
April 30, 2010 ï Arbor Day Tree Planting at 2:30 pm at Crystal Lawns Elementary School ï To 

celebrate Arbor Day, the entire school will gather and sing as a tree is planted.  This was once an annual 

tradition at Crystal Lawns that students looked forward to throughout the year.    
 

May 21, 2010 ï Time Capsule buried at 2:30pm at Crystal Lawns Elementary School ï Current Crystal 

Lawns students will help to gather items and decide what to place in a time capsule that will be buried on 

the school grounds.   
 

 



 
 

  Elaine Madison, Charles Anderson, Dr. Kathy Baxter 

 

 
 

Crystal Lawns 50
th
 Anniversary Float 

 
 

Past CAPE Winners from Crystal Lawns 

 

1985-1986  Rhonda Jurgel 

 

1990-1991  Charles A. Anderson 

 

1991-1992  Kathleen Baxter 

 

1993-1994  Anne and George Schlott 

 

1994-1995 Karen Hamilton 

 

2001-2002 LuAnn Stepina 



 

 
ñEducation is for improving the lives of others and 

for leaving your community and world 

better than you found it.ò 

 

- Marian Wright Edelman 

 

 

 

 



CAPE Honored Guest 
 

Mr. Tod Schnowske 

 

 
 
Mr. Tod Schnowske started his educational career as a special education teacher at Thurgood Marshall, 

the Rock Island Illinois Alternative School. He then worked from 2001 to 2004 as the Service Learning 
Coordinator for Plainfield School District 202. Tod was responsible for the facilitation, funding, 

transportation, scheduling, curriculum development, team building, and budgeting for the program for 

three years. The Plainfield Service Program was recognized by ISBE as a state model for Service 
Learning Best Practices. Throughout his teaching career, he has raised nearly $100,000.00 for at-risk 

student programming that includes public art, physical education, community beautification, art 

education, and student stewardship projects. Todôs grant writing skills are self taught, motivated by 
ñAchieving Excellenceò for the students he serves. Since 2004 he has worked for Plainfield District 202 

as the Alternative High School Principal. Over the past six years the Plainfield Academy Alternative 

School has increased its attendance rate by 11% to a near 90% attendance rate in 2008/2009. Over the 

past four years the Plainfield Academy out-of-school suspension rate has reduced by 60%, and their 
graduation rate went up by 11% in 2009. 

 

Even with his busy career and family life Tod still finds time to give service hours to the Plainfield 
Community. He is a member of the Friends of Plainfield Academy where his service activities include, 

The Plainfield Academy Pancake Breakfast in cooperation with the Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 

Expo, and also the Plainfield Academy Bobcat Bowl. Tod is member of the Kiwanis Club of Plainfield 

and has served as the President since 2008. Service activities with the Kiwanis include the twice-annual 
Kiwanis Club of Plainfield Peanut Days. This is their largest and most recognizable national fundraiser.  

He is also active with the Kiwanis Club of Plainfieldôs Adopt-A-Highway Program. Plainfieldôs area is on 

Lockport Street west of the bridge (DuPage River) to Steiner Road. Tod helps with the pictures with 
Santa, held annually at the Gourmet Junction, on the first Saturday after Thanksgiving, and the Dare 

Walk, in support of the Plainfield Police Department. He also partakes in Soup It Up, a March fundraiser 

held the same time at the Plainfield St. Patrickôs Day Parade, located at Plainfield Academy, and also 
pictures with the Easter Bunny in collaboration with the YMCA. Tod has been a Plainfield Lions member 

since 2008. He assists their organization with Candy Day, Harley Raffle Sales, and Holiday Peanut Day 

Sales. 

  
Tod appreciates and knows the value of an education. In 1995 he received a Bachelor of Fine Arts from 

Northern Illinois University. In 1999 he earned a Special Education Bachelors, certification in social 

emotional disorders, learning disabilities, and Secondary Art from Western Illinois University. Lastly, in 



2004 he earned a Masters in School Administration, Type 75 Certification, from the University of St. 

Francis.   
 

Tod has a passion for art. He is a member of the Chicago Artist Coalition and is a facilitating teacher 

responsible for Service Learning Public Art Projects. The CAC is, ñA visual arts organization whose 

mission is to educate the general public on the value of art in society, while simultaneously providing 
support, advocacy, and professional development for artists, the art community and the improvement of 

artistsô living and working environments.ò Many of Todôs student public art projects can been seen 

around District 202 buildings in the Multi-Purpose Room/Gymnasiums in Crystal Lawns, Heritage 
Grove, Ridge, River View and Wesmere and were created by the students of the District 202. Service 

Learning is, ña teaching strategy where, through experiential learning tied to the curriculum, students 

apply knowledge, skills, critical thinking, and wise judgment to address genuine community needs.ò  
Todôs artwork can also been seen at Edward Hospital, the Plainfield Park District and on flowerpots 

located downtown Plainfield and also around the Plainfield Community. 

 

Tod was named the 2007 recipient of the Walter G. and Juanita F. Niehus Award in honor of his 
"unselfish and exemplary commitment to the students, parents and employees of the Plainfield School 

District." The award was presented to Tod by The Plainfield District 202 Foundation for Excellence. 

 
In closing, Tod feels that, ñMy personal dedication and work ethic to my service to students with 

disabilities is motivated by my own experiences as a special education student. I was evaluated and 

qualified for services in the second grade, and I continued to receive services through college; I was even 
a DHS sponsored student at the university level. I adamantly believe that the only person in life that will 

stop you from accomplishing your goals is you, and I communicate this belief to my students every day at 

Plainfield Academy. Finally, my greatest work of art is my family, my wife Kim and my two beautiful 

children Hope and Gavin.ò 

 
Awards/Grants/Honors: 

 

*Jan. 18, 2002, Third Place Winner, Spotlight on the Arts Members Show     

The following grants funds were written by, organized by, and awarded to Tod Schnowske, 100% of the funding 

was used for art supplies so he could construct and teach a visual art therapy program at the Rock Island Alternative 

School, Thurgood Marshall. 
*The 1999, 2000, and 2001 Quad City arts Dollars/Access Grant Program recipient of $4, 500.00 

*The 2000 & 2001 Quad city bank and trust recipient of $1,000.00 

*The fall 2000 Rock Island-Milan Education foundation recipient of $205.00 

*The fall 2000 Kiwanis Club of Rock Island recipient of $2,000.00 

*The TMLC fine art raffle fundraiser, $653.00 

   The next grant was written for fitness and weightlifting equipment.  Tod pursued the following grant endeavor 

because Thurgood Marshall did not have a Gymnasium or Gym teacher.  He designed a fitness program for the 

school.  

*The 2000 Doris and Victor Day Foundation grant recipient of $5,000.00 

  The following grants were used for service projects throughout the Plainfield community, 100% of the grant funds 

went to the students 

*Foundation for Excellence, 2/4/02, $2,500.00 
*Foundation for Excellence, 2/4/02, $900.00 

*Foundation for Excellence, 6/12/02, $1,500.00 

*Illinois State Board of Education Learn and Serve Grant 02/03, $7,000.00 

*Foundation for Excellence, 2/4/03, $6,500 

*Healy Snider & Bender donation of $1,000.00 

*The 2003 NEA Innovations Grant Award of $2,000, only FIVE of these competitive grants were awarded in the 

country. 

*The 2002/2003 Chamber of Commerce ñBig Painted Pots Public Art Projectò funding recipient of $8,000.00 



*Illinois State Board of Education Learn and Serve Grant 03/04, $13,003.00 

*Foundation for Excellence, 2/2/04, $2,500.00 

*Foundation for Excellence, 5/2/04, $500.00 

*BP Leader Awards, 11/6/04, Community Beautification Grant of $15,000.00 

*Target Public Art Partnership Grant, 12/1/04, $1,000.00 

*Foundation of Excellence, 1/2/05, $2,500.00 
*Wal-Mart Good Works Grant, 3/12/05, $1,000.00 

*Foundation of Excellence, 5/2/05, $2,500.00 

*Foundation of Excellence, 1/20/06, $2,500.00 

*Wal-Mart Good Works Grant, 2/11/06, $1,000.00 

*Wal-Mart Good Works Grant, 2/11/07, $1,000.00   

*Wal-Mart Good Works Grant, 2/11/08, $2,000.00 

*Wal-Mart Good Works Grant, 2/11/09, $2,000.00 

 

Shows, displays, and commission art work: 
* March 25th 2008, Public Arts, and Community Service ART x 2 Show, at the Edward Hospital Plainfield Location. 

Academy Principal and artist Tod Schnowske showed his newest work of art at a special event benefiting Plainfield 

School District students and the Plainfield Art League. Todôs work raised $1,000 to benefit district students and the 
Plainfield Art League through his 2008 art show. The money was split evenly between the Plainfield Kiwanis to 

support its student scholarships, and the Plainfield Art League.  Todôs 120-square-foot painting is on permanent 

display at the Edward Hospital Medical Office Building, 24600 W. 127th Street in the B Building. The work will be 

permanently displayed at the facility, which is owned by BremnerDuke Healthcare Real Estate. 

*Jan. 14th ï Feb. 18th 2006, The Norris Gallery, Strings and Things Exhibit, St. Charles, IL 

* Visual Arts, Books, and the Community, ART x 2 Show, at the Plainfield Public Library from August 15th to 

September 3rd 2005 

*Nov 3, 2004, Bradley University, ñPigment Contemporary Painting Invitational National Group Exhibition,ò 

Peoria, IL  

*Oct 10, 2004, The Chicago Artists Collation, Chicago Art Open, Chicago, IL 

*Sept 17, 2004, Friends of Community Public Art, Autumn Evening with the Artists, Joliet, IL 
*May 28, 2004, Quincy Art Center, Quad State Juried Exhibition, Quincy, IL 62301 

*March 2004, Spotlight On the Arts Members Show, Geneva, IL 

*Nov 11, 2003, The Chicago Artists Collation, Chicago Art Open, Chicago, IL 

*Aug 29, 2003, A. Montgomery Ward Gallery, University of Illinois Chicago, One Man Show 

*April 23, 2003, Art Around The Fox, St. Charles, IL, Municipal Center 

*April 4, 2003, 27th Annual Rock Island Juried Fine Arts Exhibition, Rock Island, IL 

*Dec 6, 2003, Deck The Walls, Quad City Arts Center, Rock Island, IL  

*Oct 4, 2002, Color 2002, LaGrange Art League National Juried Exhibition, 122 Calendar Court, Lagrange, IL  

*July 19, 2002, New Artists Reception, 367 Artists Walk, Park Forest, IL 60466 

*June 9, 2002, Expanded Images II, Dunham Gallery, Aurora University 

*April 20, 2002, Art Around The Fox, # E. Wilson, Batavia, IL, Get Up And Go 

*March 30, 2002, Arts Infusion, 16 north Spring Street, Elgin, IL 
*March 16, 2002, Galex 36 National Juried Exhibition, Galesburg Art Center, 114 East Main St., Galesburg, IL 

*Jan. 18, 2002, Spotlight On The Arts Members Show, Geneva, IL        

*2001, Art Show, Studio 99 Art Gallery, 2412 James Street, Blue Island IL 60406 

*2000, commission artwork, Thompson family mother, husband, unborn child paintings, 

*1999, Display artwork, Quad City Arts, Rock Island, IL 

*1998, Art show in the Reher Gallery, Moline, IL 

*1997, displayed art work, Joy Blue Club, Chicago, IL 

 



Previous CAPE Award Recipients  
 

 

1983-1984  Nancy Calkins  
1984-1985  Richard Gehrke  
1985-1986   Elizabeth Eichelberger & Rhonda Jurgel  
1986-1987   Edward Schrader  
1987-1988   Carolyn Dement  
1988-1989  Reverend Charles Van Duren  
1989-1990  Richard Sch leeter  
1990-1991   Charles A. Anderson  
1991-1992   Kathleen Baxter  
1992-1993   Pauline Herbst  
1993-1994  Anne and George Schlott  
1994-1995  Karen Hamilton  
1995-1996  Betty and Larry Ellis  
1996-1997  Victoria Eggerstedt  
1997-1998  Joanne Schack  
1998-1999  D onald Bennett  
1999-2000   Robert Smith  
2000 -2001  Linda Hanley  
2001-2002   LuAnn Stepina  
2002 -2003   Dr. John Harper  
2003 -2004   Melanie Jones  
2004 -2005   Deb Bostjancic  
2005 -2006   Dr. Lane Abrell  
2006 -2007   Jean Brannen  
2007 -2008   Laura Fahrner  
2008 -2009   Tom Hernandez  



CAPE Award Winners 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron and Kathy Kazmar  

 

 
 

 

As staples of the Plainfield School District 202 community, Mr. and Mrs. Ron and Kathy Kazmar have 
served in a variety of roles for nearly 40 years. 

 

Kathy Kazmar is a retired Plainfield High School Physical Education Teacher and then an Assistant 
Athletic Director for both boys and girls sport. Her 27-year career at Plainfield High School spanned from 

1971 ï 1998. She was instrumental in starting the interscholastic girlsô sports program at Plainfield High 

School in 1973. From 1972-1988, Kathy served as the Plainfield High School Girls Head Track Coach. 

She initiated the girls homecoming powder puff football game on the Friday night of homecoming and 
coached the teams from 1972-1977. She was also the cheerleading coach for 3 years starting in 1973. 

Kathy was the sponsor for The Fellowship of Christian Athletes for 14 years at Plainfield High School 

from 1984-1998. She worked with students assisting them in running the FCA school bookstore, their 
main fundraiser. She also initiated and supervised the annual FCA sponsored Thanksgiving food drive. 

As a result of Kathyôs hard work and dedication at Plainfield High School, she earned the Appreciation 

award from the PHS PTSO on March 3, 1988, the District 202 Award of Excellence in 1995, was the 
Honored Guest Cape Award winner at the March 4, 1999 CAPE Reception, and also received the District 

202 Richard Ira Jones Award in 2002. 

 

Kathy created the Plainfield High School Athletic Wall of Fame during her time as the schools Assistant 
Athletic Director. She is a charter member, since 1999, of the Plainfield High School Athletic Hall of 

Fame and inducted into the Plainfield High School Athletic Hall of Fame the same year. 

 



Kathy is very devoted to her community service work.  She is a member of the Plainfield Historical 

Society, and is also affiliated with Will County/Joliet Project PRIDE. 

 

It has been said from multiple sources that, ñEven though Kathy retired in June of 1998, she continues to 

be very much involved with the schools and community.ò It has also been said, ñKathy is and always will 

be one of those individuals, who are constantly striving to make Plainfield a better place in which to live, 
learn and play. There is no doubt that she had a positive influence on not only the many students who 

were fortunate to have been taught by her, but also on the entire community. Accordingly, I can not think 

of anyone else more deserving of the CAPE Award than Kathy Kazmar.ò  
 

Ron Kazmar is a retired Board of Education member, first elected in 2001 through two terms that ran 

until 2009, including two terms as Board President. He also served as the Board of Education Treasurer. 
Ron served on the WILCO Board of Control for six years including four years as Vice-President. He 

currently serves as the Board of Education Treasurer in a volunteer capacity. 

 

Ron genuinely cares about the youth of the Plainfield community. He is an advocate for public education, 
and is very generous and giving of his time, talents and resources. Ron served as the Director at Large for 

the Three Rivers Division at Illinois Association of School Boards in Springfield, IL. He served as Chair 

of Students First Will County and has testified on Educational House Bills. Ron was the 2009 recipient 
of the first ever Elizabeth ñBessò Eichelberger Distinguished Service Award for his years of service and 

dedication to District 202.   

 
Ron and Kathy Kazmar can accomplish any goal. Nothing is too big or too small. They give more than 

100% effort to their community service projects. They were the Co-Chairs of the initial 9.1 Million 

Capital Campaign for the development of a YMCA in Plainfield. This goal was met and exceeded by 

$92,000 over the original goal. Today, they are involved in the annual YMCA Giving Gala, the YMCA 
fundraiser that raises money for the general scholarship fund to assist families in need. Kathy currently 

serves as the C.W. Avery Family YMCA Advisory Council Chairperson, and also serves on the YMCA 

Metropolitan Board of Directors and Executive Board of Directors. For her efforts, Kathy was given the 
Volunteer of the Year Award from the C.W. Avery YMCA in 2008. 

 

Together, they are active supporters of their community, church, and are also athletic and band boosters. 

They are active parishioners of St. Mary Immaculate Parish and are very giving of their time as church 
volunteers.  They both serve as greeters and Kathy is a member of various church committees. 

 

The Kazmars also love Plainfield Homecoming. They can be seen every year at the announcing stand 
smiling and waving at every entry that passes by. Kathy has been a board member of the Plainfield High 

School Homecoming Committee since its creation in 1998, and currently serves as the parade announcer. 

Sheôs also the current Vice-President of PHS Alumni Association, which was established in November 
2006. 

 

 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Ron and Kathy Kazmar! 
 

 

 

 



Bonnie McBeth Learning Center Preschool 

 
Friend of BMLC Award - A volunteer who goes above and beyond when volunteering to make sure that 
BMLC is striving to achieve excellence.  

 

 PTO board for 2009-2010 
Adrea Tuck - I am a mother of three who has served on the PTO board at BMLC for three years.  For the 

past two years, I have had the honor of being President.  I have a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, a 

Minor in Psychology and a certification in Early Childhood Education.  I worked in the Environmental 
Industry for over 10 years before leaving the work force for parenthood.  I joined the PTO to be a bigger 

part of my childrenôs school and education.  I have worked with all the events for the preschool including 

Homecoming, book fairs, Holiday Gala Baskets.  It has been such an honor to be part of a great school 

and teaching environment. 
 

Erinn Henes - Six years ago my husband Mike and I moved to Plainfield. We have three children Emilie, 

6, Eoan, 5, and Malcolm, 7 months.  My daughter Emilie is in the first grade at Ridge Elementary and my 
son Eoan attends   Bonnie McBeth Learning Center.  I have been involved with the Bonnie McBeth PTO 

for the last three years.  One year as Secretary and two years as the Vice President.  Over the last three 

years I have helped with many projects and events, such as; the Homecoming float, t-shirt sales, book 
fairs, and our Sweetheart/ Spring Fling Event. I have had some wonderful experiences and met some great 

people during my time on the PTO board. Thank you. 

 

Diane Teichman - I have been married to Fred for 21 years and have been a registered nurse for 23 years. 
I currently work full time at Edward Hospital in Naperville on the ortho/neuro floor. I have 3 kids. Alex is 

10, Elise is 8 and JP is 4. Alex and Elise attend Lincoln Elementary. I have been active with the Bonnie 

McBeth PTO on and off since 2003. I served as president of the PTO for the 2005/2006 school year.   I 
love to exercise (all kinds) especially biking and spinning. I also love to scrapbook and enjoy Thursday 

night date night.  

 

Stacy Gaerte - I have been living in Plainfield for 4 years with my husband Doug and three kids ages 6, 3 
and 1 İ.  I enjoy staying at home, and having the freedom to volunteer at my childrenôs schools.  I also 

have had the pleasure of serving on the board of the PTO for Bonnie McBeth Preschool as Treasurer this 

school year.  Before being a stay-at-home mom, I taught third and first grade in Fallbrook Union 
Elementary School District in Fallbrook, CA, a suburb of San Diego, CA. 

 

Simply the Best - Support staff, nurses, secretaries and custodians who go above and beyond to help 

BMLC achieve excellence. 

Delores Hampton - (Ms. Dee, as the preschool students know her) has been driving a school bus for 
about six years, three years for BMLC. She is married to the ñlove of her lifeò David and has three 

children, four grandchildren, four godchildren, and a dog. She serves in the mission ministry, pastorôs 

guild, and board of directors at her church. She is a mentor to teenage youth.   Her preschool students 
refer to her bus as ñthe fun bus.ò Ms. Dee likes to make the bus ride safe and comfortable by greeting the 

students with a smile, saying good morning and playing Kids Tunes music. The music relaxes them and 

brings them joy. Ms. Deeôs philosophy is, ñItôs not about me, itôs about my kids.ò 

 



Pride Award - Teachers and therapists who go above and beyond to help BMLC achieve excellence.  

Lisa Tutor - I am an Early Childhood/ Special Education teacher at Bonnie McBeth Learning Center.  I 

have been working at BMLC since February, 2008.  I have two wonderful daughters with cosmetology 

licenses and they are pursuing Bachelors degrees as well.  I started out in the educational field as a 
teacherôs aide and realized Iôd like to have my own classroom.   I decided to go back to school and get my 

Bachelors degree in Early Childhood from Governor State University.  My two passions in life are 

learning and children, and what better way to enjoy them both, than by being an early childhood teacher.   
The experiences I have encountered working at Bonnie McBeth have changed my life. 

 

 

Plainfield Academy, Turnabout and P-Step Programs 
 

Plainfield Academy Exceptional Certified Staff Award 
 

Karyn Holstead - I graduated Illinois State University with a Bachelorôs degree in special education.  I 

worked in various alternative schools for 9 years before joining the team at Plainfield Academy.  This is 

my 4
th
 year here.  I have been very involved in many activities at the Academy with planning recognition 

night, the career fair, homecoming floats etc.  I have also recently finished my masterôs degree in 

Educational Administration. I really enjoy the challenge of the alternative school atmosphere and the 

students in it.  
 

Jon Zarzycki - My career began in the south west suburbs teaching regular education for one year.  From 

there I taught in the city for four years at a therapeutic day school.  After getting tired of the commute I 

began teaching at LASEC in Lockport for two years and then on to Plainfield Academy where I have 
been since the doors opened.  Overall I have spent one year in regular education and fourteen years in the 

special education/alternative setting.  People often ask how one can work in the alternative setting for so 

long.  I respond to them itôs simple, you get up, you go to work, you take care of business, you go home.  
Repeat daily as needed, unless itôs the weekend. 

 

Plainfield Academy Exceptional Non-certified Staff Award  

 

Mrs. Elizabeth Konrad - After 12 years career in the telecommunications industry Elizabeth went back to 

school and earned a BA in Psychology from North Central College. While attending North Central 

College she was a member of the Psi Chi Honor Society and was also awarded Psychology Student of the 
Year. Mrs. Konrad is in her second year at Plainfield Academy as a teacherôs assistant. Mrs. Konrad is an 

active member of the Academy staff; she works on the career fair and recognition night committees and 

also serves on the board of the Friends of Plainfield Academy. She is currently enrolled in the School 
Guidance and Counseling program at Lewis University.  

 

Plainfield Academy Principal Award 

 

Denise Worland - I am a married mother of two birth children and several foster children we have loved 

over the years.  Weôve lived in ñJofieldò since 1992.   After working at home for six years with my own 

transcription business, I began working as a paraprofessional at Plainfield Academy four years ago.  It has 
been a great experience.  I enjoy the students, staff and administration.  The favorite part of my job is 

seeing the students learn, grow and mature from year to year.  Other than raising my own family, this has 

been one of the most rewarding things I have done.   

 



Christina Cybulski - I have been working at Plainfield Academy since 2005 as a special education 

paraprofessional. I worked in the middle school for three years and I am presently working in the high 
school. For the past summers, I have worked in the Star Plus rooms throughout the district. Working at 

Plainfield Academy for four years and three summer school sessions has given me the opportunity to 

work with and learn from many extraordinary staff members. I have enjoyed participating in the 

Homecoming Parades and the many other activities that benefit the students of Plainfield Academy. 

 

 

BLUE HOUSE 
 

Charles Reed Elementary School 
 

Achievement Awards 

  
Kerri Konie has been a third grade teacher at Charles Reed since our school opened.  She co-chairs 

student council, helps with yearbook, tutors students before and after school, helped with Heavenly Hats 

and brought Operation Care Package to our school.  The time and dedication she gives to the students at 
Charles Reed is greatly appreciated. 

  

Christina Altergott is the fourth and fifth grade English Language Learner / Bilingual teacher.  She is also 

on the ELL committee and teaches English Language Learners ISAT Preparation after-school program.   
To further herself, Christina is currently pursuing her masters in ESL / Bilingual Education.  She 

considers herself to be in the "learning process", and understands her studentsô frustrations as they 

continue learning English.  Her dedication to her students is greatly appreciated at Charles Reed. 

 

Distinguished Scroll 

  
Charles Reed is proud to honor its entire PTA Board with this award.  Kari Fitzmaurice, Co-President, 

Gloria Nirchi , Co-President, Debbie Sihweil, Co-Vice President, Dawn Sodt, Co-Vice President, Lynn 

Hart , Secretary, and Shannon Roehrig, Treasurer, work well as a group.  Candy bar bingo,  

movie nights, Culver's, Burger King and Cold Stone nights, book fairs,  holiday shops, and ice cream 
socials are only a few of the many successful events they run for our Charles Reed  families.  Charles 

Reed truly appreciates all that this board has done. 

  
Kimberly Ott is a CAPE representative for Charles Reed.  She lends her time to many events held at our 

school.  You can find Kimberly on school picture days, vision and hearing screenings, candy bar bingo, 

movie nights, and she has chaired and co-chaired staff appreciation weeks.  She was able to get donations 

for our ISAT testing.  The Charles Reed PTA board truly appreciates all the support that she given and 
continues to give.   

 

T.H.A.N.K.S. Awards 
  

Diane Allen is our outstanding head custodian at Charles Reed.   She helps set-up and take down tables 

for holiday shops, gets us many supplies we may need and is always willing to lend a hand.  Diane Allen 
plays a "see what new decoration is on the wall today" game that students as well as staff love.  She keeps 

the school very clean and always does her job with a smile.  

  



Suzanne DeLosMonteros lends her time in the media center, many school parties and in her children's 

classrooms.  She volunteers for book fairs, picture days, and works as a lunchroom supervisor at Charles 
Reed.  Suzanne is a very nice person who will do anything needed for you.  

  

Melissa Jung volunteers at several PTA functions like holiday shops and book fairs.  You can find 

Melissa helping in her children's classroom parties and even on school picture days.  Melissa is always 
willing to lend a hand and is greatly appreciated by the PTA. 

  

Janine Morris works very hard with Sabra Barowski making our school's spirit wear a great success.  
You will see Janine setting up spirit wear tables at several PTA events.  Janine also loves to volunteer for 

classroom parties and field trips. 

  
Sabra Barowski helps Janine Morris with our schoolôs spirit wear.  You can find Sabra at school working 

very hard on our school  spirit wear sales. She loves to volunteer at her son's parties, as well as lend a 

hand in the office. Sabra also finds babysitters for our PTA meetings so many parents are able to attend.  

The PTA thanks Sabra for all her hard work. 
  

Donna Bodell can be found lending a helping hand every month at Market Day. Her efforts make Market 

Day pick-ups run as smooth as possible. Donna also volunteers at book fairs and school parties. The PTA 
thanks Donna for all her hard work. 

  

Veronica Cano is our office clerk, and the first person you see when visiting Charles Reed.  Veronica 
will greet you with a friendly smile and heartfelt hello every visit.  Veronica is always willing to lend a 

hand. With a smile on her face, she will show you how to work the copy machine, find supplies you may 

need, and fix it when it does not work. Veronica is a valued asset to our ELL families when they need 

help communicating with the school.  We truly value Veronica and her positive impact in our front office.   

 

Charles Reed PTA Lifetime Achievement Awards 

  
Penny and Jesse Plasencia have been involved with the PTA since the school opened. Penny held the 

Vice President position from 2005 - 2008, and has volunteered many hours to make Charles Reedôs PTA 

a great success. Several donations for staff appreciation week and ISAT testing were given to our school 

thanks to Penny. She has been a vital part of school picture days for many years. Penny has served as co-
chair for school supply kits, and many other fund raisers. You will find both Penny and Jesse volunteering 

their time at all PTA events. You can find the two of them at holiday shops, making popcorn on movie 

nights, and even cleaning tables on Culver's nights. Penny and Jesse have played a very important role in 
making the Charles Reed PTA as successful as it is. We are very fortunate to have had them as part of our 

PTA family for over five years. We will surely miss both of them and would like to thank them for all 

that they have done. 
  

Peggy Friddle has volunteered for several PTA events since the opening of our school.  You can always 

find Peggy helping at book fairs, holiday shops, concession stands, and at class parties.  Throughout her 

time at Charles Reed, Peggy has been a very big help to our PTA, students, and staff.  We will really miss 
Peggy.  Thank you for everything! 

  

Lynn Hart is currently our PTA Secretary, and in the past has served as Co-President.  Lynn has 
volunteered her time since the opening of our school. She heads many fundraisers and PTA events.  She 

has been an asset to the Charles Reed PTA family and will definitely be missed. Thank you Lynn for 

everything you have done for our school PTA. 

 



Educator of the Year 

  
Jen Hennegan is an extraordinary fifth grade teacher at Charles Reed. Jen can be found before and after 

school tutoring students. She co-chairs student council and gives a helping hand to the yearbook 

committee. Jen brought Heavenly Hats to our school and assists with Operation Care Package. She also 

teaches English Language Learners ISAT Preparation after-school program. Her time, creativity, 
guidance, and support to the students and staff at Charles Reed is valued greatly. Jen is always available 

to her students and co-workers. 

 

Meadow View Elementary School 
 

Mustang Pride Award 

 

Sharon Wochok ï Sharon has helped with numerous events over her many years at Meadow View.  She 
contributes as great energy as a teacherôs aide, a lunchroom supervisor, a Talent Show volunteer, a 

yearbook contributor, and has helped out with the beautification of our ñoutdoor classroomò as well.  This 

year, she individually worked with Anderson Tree Farm for a fundraiser that brought in $10 for each tree 

bought from a Meadow View family.  She regularly displays her MV Spirit Wear, and always goes that 
ñextra mileò during Homecoming Week.  Sharon is a friend to the entire MV community, staff and 

students alike. 

 
Sarah Franjevic ï Sarah is a tireless Meadow View parent who has offered her services in everything 

from the classrooms to the Holiday Shop to Popcorn Day, among countless other events.  She is always 

full of the kind of infectious energy that makes for a great asset at our school house.  She plunges right in 
to anything that comes her way and always has a kind smile for everyone.  We are so grateful to have 

such a wonderful and dedicated parent to help out at Meadow View and therefore, Sarah is a very 

deserving recipient of Meadow Viewôs Mustang Pride Award. 

 

Outstanding Volunteer/PTO Support Award 

 

Carol Schroeder ï Carol has been on the Meadow View P.T.O. Board for several years, and has done an 
excellent job of Treasurer.  She always stays true to her word and isnôt afraid to speak her mind, which is 

a very admirable quality.  Carol, a consistently visible presence at the school, makes herself available to 

anyone who has questions regarding P.T.O. This year, she was one of two remaining board members from 
years past who helped guide the newer members during their first year.  Carol is a wonderful volunteer 

and the Meadow View community is really fortunate to have her in our school. 

 

Sara Hickman ï On most days at Meadow View, you can find Sara in the building serving in some 
capacity.  Whether in Copy Center, taking yearbook photos, or helping out classrooms during parties and 

events, Mrs. Hickman is an invaluable resource. In addition to helping out with the Fall Fundraiser, 

Homecoming, Holiday Shop, and the United Way Campaign, she also stepped in to assist with Market 
Day when the program was lacking; even creating incentives to boost sales.  Always on board to offer her 

help in any way, Sara is a volunteer who receives this award with much appreciation. 

 

Educator of the Year 

 

Sarah Rathbun ï Mrs. Rathbun is a very gifted and talented teacher at Meadow View.  Year after year, 

her students (as well as their parents), continually praise her ongoing efforts and teaching methods which 
help her 4

th
 graders learn in a fun and concise way.  According to her class (and even many students 



outside of her classroom), she gives great examples that help explain and support the lessons in a very fun 

and exciting way.   Meadow View is very proud to have Mrs. Rathbun as a part of its educational team.   
 

Richard Struck ï Mr. Struck is an inspiration at Meadow View.  He is a favorite teacher who has shown 

great strength of character and well-being to all the students he has taught this year.  He is admired by 

staff and parents as well.  His wit and humor make learning fun, and he is an exemplary role model to all 
in staying healthy, fit and well. He makes a point to know all the students by name and the kids respect 

his authority in the gym, and in the classroom. He is also a continual motivator during our end-of-year 

ñField Daysò; rain or shine.   

 

Deserving Dad  

 
Joseph Kozar, III  ï Joe has volunteered for several committees including our Fall Fundraiser, Holiday 

Shop, Fun Fair, Bingo, Market Day pies/cookies as well as a classroom helper. He is a great dad who has 

offered up his time and has donated assorted school supplies to both students and teachers. Joe has taken 

vacation days from work just so that he could come and help out, or stayed home with his own kids so 
that his wife could have an opportunity to come in and volunteer as well. Meadow View is lucky to have 

such a great dad in its community. 

 
Bob Venes ï Bob fearlessly ran all of our concessions at each Meadow View event this year.  He goes out 

and shops for the best prices so that he can save the P.T.O. as much money as possible.  He is a great-

natured person with infinite patience for such crazy-busy events such as our very successful Movie Night.  
Whenever P.T.O. plans an event, itôs not uncommon to hear everyone ask, ñDid you talk to Bob?ò or, 

ñLetôs find out if Bob is available.ò  Bob does so much for P.T.O. and the school, and we very much 

appreciate him for all of his hard work.   

 

Ridge Elementary School 

 
PTO Contributor  
  

Stacy Sterling, wife and mother of Alyssa and Kaitlyn, has been a constant presence with the PTO.  She 
served as Vice President and President from 2007-2009.  She is always willing to help with whatever job 

needs to be done and most recently helped with our annual Winterfest event in which she co-led a major 

portion of the fundraising.  Stacy regularly attends meeting and is often seen at the school volunteering 
her time and participating in her childrenôs education.  We thank and congratulate Stacy for winning the 

2010 PTO Contributor of the Year Award! 

  

Friend of Education 
  

Kim Klonicki - Kim is a dedicated wife and mother of Kyle and Kaylin.  Kim is a constant presence at the 

school, not only as a substitute teacher but also as a spirited volunteer.  Kim has served on the PTO Board 
for several years and is always a volunteer at family events.  Her service and dedication could be awarded 

every year, this year we choose to honor her years of service to Ridge and the PTO.  Congratulations Kim 

and thank you for everything you do! 

  

Outstanding Father of the Year 
  

Ken Klonicki is the winner of the Outstanding Father of the Year Award. Ken has two children, Kyle and 
Kaylin, and is a constant presence in their education and activities.  Ken helps run our Candy Bar Bingo 

event and has graciously volunteered to help with Market Day Distribution, not to mention his presence at 



all our family events. Ken is the husband of Kim Klonicki and has always supported her involvement 

with the PTO, which is not always easy to do. Thank you Ken for everything you have done for Ridge 
and congratulations on being Ridgeôs Father of the Year!  

 

Educator of the Year  

 
Traci Post - Mrs. Post has been a valued member of the Ridge community for five years. For the past 

three years, she has been part of the force behind our quest to build an interactive greenhouse. This fall, 

saw she saw the realization of that dream. Traci immediately jumped on board the sponsorship of the Go 
Green Jr. Club. As co-chair of the Science committee, she is dedicated to ensuring every student has the 

opportunity to experience Science hands on. As a parent of four, who resides on a farm in Morris, Mrs. 

Post is always knee deep in the life sciences. It is not unusual for her class to be saving misguided 
duckling eggs or requesting a visit for a farm animal to share with the students. 

 

Thomas Jefferson Elementary School 
 

Educator of the Year Award 

 
Karen Blair - Miss Blair is a motivated, enthusiastic, and dedicated educator. She dreams of multiple 

ways to positively impact students through the study of music and performance. Parents are appreciative 

of the extra time she gives drama and chorus. She truly has a passion for her craft! Thomas Jefferson 

Elementary is lucky to have her as part of our learning community! 
 

Karen Killian - She is a 4
th
 grade teacher at Thomas Jefferson. Mrs. Killian is a very energetic, positive 

role model for our students and staff! She has a special ability to establish a great rapport with students, 
staff and parents. Students feel safe and trust her to listen and help them as they set goals. You can always 

hear Mrs. Killian offer a helping hand whenever needed. She jumps at the chance to further her learning 

knowing that it will enhance her teaching style.    
 

Support Educator of the Year Award 

 

Corey Carver - Mr. Carver is a fantastic PE/Health teacher at Thomas Jefferson Elementary. When Mr. 
Carver came to Thomas Jefferson, he had a lot of fun, innovative ideas on how to get the students 

physically active and to set the expectations of well-being for the students. Mr. Carver is always looking 

for ways to assist students with their goals and aspirations; he has provided a before school program for 
our 5

th
 graders, coaches at other levels, and promotes great character. 

 

Angela Lee - Mrs. Lee is the social worker at Thomas Jefferson Elementary. She can be found throughout 

the building working with, checking on, and helping the students. She works with many students on a 
daily basis. She can be found out front greeting students making their day start off with a hello and a 

smile. She facilitates the student council and supports the students in making a difference each and every 

day.   
 

Tracy Mihaljevic - She is a special education teacher at Thomas Jefferson Elementary. Ms. Mihaljevicôs 

enthusiasm for teaching and learning shines into her classroom every day. She is a dedicated teacher who 
works very hard to make sure that every student has their needs met. She treats her students with the love 

and respect that they deserve. The students and staff are very fortunate to have such an enthusiastic and 

high energy person working at Thomas Jefferson Elementary.  

 



Amy Palicka - Miss Palicka has worked at Thomas Jefferson Elementary for two years in the FBI 

classroom. She always goes the extra mile for her students. She is very dedicated in making sure that she 
provides the best teaching and learning opportunities for the students. Her level of energy and motivation 

is phenomenal. She works collaboratively with a variety of staff and is a vital team member in meeting 

student needs.  Thank you Amy for everything that you do every single day! 

 
Carole Slaybaugh - Mrs. Slaybaugh has worked at Thomas Jefferson Elementary as a Reading Recovery 

teacher and Reading Specialist since opening in 2007. Her calm, patient, and positive manner with first 

grade students gives them the motivation to become more successful readers. As a reading specialist, she 
is dedicated to supporting not only students but teachers. Teachers benefit daily from her expertise, her 

resourcefulness, and willingness to go above and beyond for any child. Her dedication to excellence 

makes her a valued member of not only the building but also District 202. 
    

Denise Zettek - Ms. Zettek is one of the PE/Health teachers at Thomas Jefferson Elementary. She is very 

dedicated to the students each and every day with her educational plans to make them the best they can be 

inside and out. She is continually coming up with ways to promote physical fitness and highlighting 
student achievements.  Students have expressed their appreciation for everything she does to encourage 

them to keep trying! She is a vital member of the Thomas Jefferson Elementary community.   

 

Distinguished Staff Service Award 

 

Sandy Cody - Mrs. Cody has been the Principalôs Secretary at Thomas Jefferson Elementary for three 
years. If you want to know anything that is going on at school, ask Mrs. Cody. Mrs. Cody is always 

willing to assist the students, staff, and parents. She is patient and kind to everyone, and very organized. 

The entire learning community is lucky to have Mrs. Cody at Thomas Jefferson Elementary. 

 
Terese Mirabelli - Mrs. Mirabelli has been the Assistant Principalôs Secretary at Thomas Jefferson 

Elementary for three years. She greets everyone as they walk into the office with a sincere smile. She is 

happy to assist everyone and does so with an infectious positive attitude. Thomas Jefferson Elementary is 
so thankful to have such a giving, dedicated individual as part of our staff. 

 

Carol Priesbe - Mrs. Priesbe is the awesome Media Specialist at Thomas Jefferson Elementary. The 

students are always expressing how much she means to them as she helps them find books and assists 
them when working on the computers. The students love when she reads to them! She makes the stories 

come alive. Mrs. Priesbe is quite resourceful and if very willing to assist the teachers in creating lesson 

plans that are engaging and of high interest with the students.   
 

Outstanding Custodial Service Award 

 
Michelle Burnett - Mrs. Burnett is the shift supervisor at Thomas Jefferson. Mrs. Burnett strives to be the 

best she can be and it shows in her work. She is always willing to help out how ever necessary to ensure 

that everything runs very smoothly each and every night. Within the Thomas Jefferson community you 

can hear people expressing how thankful they are for her dedication and efficiency in doing a great job.   
Craig Maki - Mr. Maki serves Thomas Jefferson Elementary as the Head Custodian.  Mr. Maki goes the 

extra mile in making sure that the building shines and is in its best condition to meet the teaching and 

learning needs of the staff and students. He has created a great rapport with students and they look 
forward to seeing him in the lunchroom and hallways. Mr. Maki assists staff in various projects that then 

positively impact the learning community. He is a team player and faces each task with a ñgo get óem 

attitudeò.   



 

 

ñAt Your Serviceò Volunteer of the Year Award 

 

Margaret Kantor - Mrs. Kantor is ALWAYS there to help! She gives her time both within the school and 

the PTO. If you need someone who is committed to helping get things done, you can count on her to lend 
a helping hand with a smile.   

 

Dynamo Dad Award 
 

Jim Grzesiak - Mr. Grzesiak always greets you with a smile and a lending hand. He has donated his time 

and various materials to the art and music program at Thomas Jefferson Elementary. He is one of those 
behind the scenes kind of guys who is always willing to help.  

 

Wesmere Elementary School 
 

Wendy Traina graduated from PHS in 1982. She has been teaching kindergarten at Wesmere for the past 

eight years. She also taught reading recovery during her first five years at Wesmere and she has been the 
school's chess club sponsor since 2005. Wendy has been married for the past 25 years. She has four 

beautiful children, ranging in ages from 22 to 13 and an adorable granddaughter who is now two years 

old. Wendy feels fortunate to have so many positive and loving things in her life. 

  
Andrea McCarthy - My husband and I have three beautiful children who attend Wesmere. Our youngest 

is one-and-a-half. I am a stay-at-home mom which allows me to spend time helping out at Wesmere. I 

have volunteered in my daughterôs classroom since she has been in kindergarten and I am currently 
helping in her fourth grade class once a week. I also enjoy helping in my sonôs kindergarten class. I have 

fun attending all of the holiday parties and love planning the crafts for the children. I have chaired 

Muffins/mom and Donuts/dad the past two years. I have helped and chaired many events at Wesmere and 
help out whereever I am needed. 

  

Bobbie Scott - In May I will be married for 31 years to my best friend Randy. We have two 

wonderful daughters, Heather (Mike) and Sarah (Mike).  We are all graduates of PHS. I have been a 
custodian for 4 years. I started as a permanent sub, and went on to open JFK as a shift supervisor (miss 

you guys). For the past two years I have been the head custodian at Wesmere.  I love my job at Wesmere, 

the staff and students are amazing. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for this nomination. 

 

Denise Vershay is finishing her 8
th
 year as assistant principal at Wesmere and 26

th
 year in education. 

Denise came to District 202 because of the progressive ideas that she saw as a parent and has never 

regretted that decision. Denise has worked with some of the most creative, hard working staff and 
families. Each is committed to helping ALL students succeed.  She appreciates their efforts. Denise has 

been blessed with her wonderful husband Mark, and her two daughters Taylor and Morgan. Denise wants 

to thank them for always being supportive of the long hours and endless responsibilities that come with 
her job.  

 

Carrie Blomquist - I am a stay at home mom to three children. My oldest daughter, Jordyn, is 12.  My 
son, Jack, is 10. And my youngest daughter, Elena, is 5. My husband, Ed, and I moved to Plainfield 13 

years ago. I have enjoyed working with the Wesmere PTO ever since my oldest daughter started 

Kindergarten in 2003. I love helping the students and teachers in the classroom and have worked on 

several PTO committees. I strongly believe that parent involvement is crucial to the success of our 
students. 



Christi Nihill  - I have lived in Plainfield for 7 1/2 years and love it here! I grew up in Naperville and once 

I got married we moved to Wheaton. I am married to my wonderful husband Dan and have 2 boys, 
Nicholas, 11 and Benjamin, 8. They both attend Wesmere Elementary. I was a substitute secretary for the 

school district, but now work part-time at Target.  I love volunteering at Wesmere! I enjoy helping out the 

school and PTO as much as I can. My kids are very lucky to go to such a wonderful school with such a 

great staff and parents!   
  

Aux Sable Middle School 
 

Bulldog Pride Awards 
 

Jeffrey McFarland and David Krause serve as the wrestling head and   
assistant coaches for the Aux Sable Middle School wrestling program.  They took  

over the program in 2008 - 2009 and worked to build respect, responsibility,  

and a positive involvement. The 2009 - 2010 undefeated wrestling program stands out as Paw Pac 
champions, conference champions, and first place winners in a sixteen team invitational in February. The 

coaches pride themselves on teaching critical social and emotional skills for their athletes as well as 

assisting these young men and women in being positive influences outside of the school setting.  
The Bulldog Pride Award is extended to Mr. McFarland and Mr. Krause for their outstanding 

contribution to the students, staff, and school community. 

 

Distinguished Service 
 

Mr. John Zima serves as the night shift custodian at Aux Sable Middle School.  He is viewed by staff 

and students as connected and involved. He can often be seen in the evenings setting up for 
concerts, athletic events, and helping other outside groups.  Mr. Zima welcomes guests into ASMS with a 

smile and helps to make sure the building is safe, secure, and welcoming. He is honored with the 

distinguished service award for his commitment to the school community, staff, and students he works so 
hard to positively impact. 

 

Educator of the Year 
 
Brandi Drew - Aux Sable Middle School has had amazing support of student learners through 

the guidance and teaching of reading specialist. Mrs. Drew assisted in opening ASMS in 2006.  She has 

served as the reading specialist, a member of the school improvement team, a Title I lead teacher, and a 
member of the intervention team.  Mrs. Drew has always gone above and beyond in her role as reading 

specialist supporting teachers in trying new skills and strategies. She makes sure every effort is in place to 

reach struggling learners. Mrs. Drew brings technology, visual aids, and real world connections to her 

teaching and serves as an instructional leader in everything she does.  
 

Appreciation Award  
 
Ms. Danielle Cournaya is recognized for her work and commitment to the Aux Sable Middle School 

students and community. Ms. Cournaya serves as soccer coach, grade level leader, sixth grade math 

connector, and team leader, and a member of the school improvement team. She recently supported the 
school in a collection drive for relief in Haiti. With Mrs. Cournayaôs direction, care, and consideration, 

ASMS raised over $2,000 to support the Blue House efforts in February 2010. Overall, our school 

contribution connected to the Blue House collection raised over $9,000. She continues to create ways to 

assist families in need and is appreciated for her efforts to help our students learn the importance of 
serving others in need. 



Aux Sable PTO Lifetime Achievement Award 
 
Anthony Scala has been an active board and PTO member for all three years his daughter Gianna has 

attended Aux Sable Middle School. Anthony has been an active CAPE member, served on the PTO - 

PTA boards at Lincoln and Charles Reed Elementaries and is a current CAPE Co-President. On 

Christmas Eve eight years ago, the lives of 54 local needy children were touched by the Mr. Charity 
Foundation which was founded by Anthony.  Under Anthony's direction, Mr. Charity continues to help 

local needy families.  ASMS is proud to honor Anthony Scala with the 2010 Lifetime Achievement 

Award for his past and continued commitment to our community. 

 

Drauden Point Middle School 
 

Drauden Point Panther Pride Staff Awards 

 

Cathy Derwin - This is my seventh year as an Art Teacher at Drauden Point. In 2003 I graduated from 
ISU with a degree in Art Education. I also sponsor two clubs at Drauden.  My Art Club has over 70 

members this year! I also co-sponsor Club Green, the DP Environmental Club, with Mrs. Stephanie 

Poss. I am currently enrolled in a mastersô program through a National-Louis University cohort here in 
Plainfield.  I spend what little spare time I have left with my husband Andy and 2 year old son Gibson.   

 

Sandy Grew - I am married to Robert Grew and I have three children and two grandchildren. I moved to 

Plainfield in 2000 from Southgate, MI. I started working for District #202 in 2001 as a Lunch Supervisor 
at Wesmere School. When Drauden Point opened, I became a Study Hall Monitor. During that time I 

enjoyed working with the students to make sure they turned their work in on time and encouraged 

students who were struggling with their assignments. That is when I established some wonderful 
relationships with my co-workers! I enjoy working with the students and staff at Drauden Point and I am 

honored to receive the Panther Pride Award. 

 
Dean Kariotakis - My name is Dean Kariotakis and I am privileged to be one of the Panther Pride 

recipients for Drauden Point Middle School. I have been fortunate to work with a number of exceptional 

people that have helped me to be successful at what I do for the students, parents, and teachers in the 

Drauden Point community. In addition, I am blessed with a wonderful family that includes my wife Bev, 
my daughter Callie, and our dog Lily, who support me in more ways than they could ever realize. 

 

PTO Lifetime Award  

 

Jean Ksiazak - I am Jean Ksiazak and have the honor of being both a parent and staff member at 

Drauden Point. I am honored and humbled to have been selected to receive the PTO Lifetime Award. In 

addition to being the school media specialist, I have served the PTO as the staff representative, Co-
President, President and Secretary. I am also currently the chair person for concessions along with my 

husband, Mark. I have taught in District 202 since 1992 at Central Elementary, Timber Ridge and 

Drauden Point. I have a loving husband and three sons: Mike, Tom, and Brian. 

 

Plainfield South High School 
 

Cougar Pride Award 

 

Rosemary Finn - Rosemary Finn has been in the Cougar pack from the beginning!  She has been in 
teaching since 1982 and a math department chair for the last 5 years.  She had a short stint in publishing, 



editing math text books but came back to teaching because she missed the ñkids.ò Rosemary stands for 

the capital ñCò in Cougar: 

 Courage -Advocates for what is right, sets the ñeducation barò high and importantly is fair and 

consistent. 

 Conviction -Exemplifies the ñGolden Ruleò, Studentôs learning environment is primary, always 

available and colleagues come first.  A true Role Model! 
 Commitment -Stubborn work ethic, first one in the building (6:15 AM), a passion for teaching.  

This is more than just a job to her; it is truly personal, a part of her! 

Rosemary means:  Servant leader, motivator, true educator, wonderful, dedicated, strong, powerful, 
highly motivated with amazing passion for math an exemplary Cougar! 

 

Jeff Jarot - This is Jeff's 13th year working in District 202, having gone through elementary through high 
school as a District 202 student himself.  He has taught 8th grade Language Arts at Timber Ridge Middle 

School and 9th grade English at PHS-CC.  Jeff has been employed at Plainfield South High School since 

the school opened in the fall of 2001 and is currently teaching 9th and 10th grade honors English.  He is 

happily married to his wife Shannon and is the proud father of Brandon, Molly, and Mallory.  Currently, 
Jeff is working on a second masters degree in creative writing at ISU.  

 

Cougar Lifetime Membership Award 

 

Mary Mendozaï Mary has worked in PSD 202 since 2001. Prior to PSHS, she was the APôs secretary at 

Meadow View. Mary has been a secretary of Student Services for seven years. Mary and her husband, 
Luis have a son, Alex, a junior at South. The Mendoza's have always been active school volunteers and 

supporters of District 202 and she continues to work on a variety of parent and District committees. Her 

volunteerism includes having served the Meadow View PTO Board as President and Treasurer. She is 

currently very active in the Cougar Needy Family that helps students and their families all through the 
year.   

 

Chris Voda ï Chris is married to Kevin Voda and has three sons, Kevin, 21, Kyle, 18, and Kody, 13. She 
has served as a committee chairperson for the PSHS Cougar Boosters for six years, including 

coordinating and running the successful annual Golf Outing and Bowling Event each year. Chris always 

opens up her home for numerous committee meetings and feeds the varsity football team lunch for all 

home games. She hosts the hospitality room for the JV wrestling meets at PSHS and works to make the 
fundraising events at PSHS very successful. Chris is relentlessly working behind the scenes, making sure 

each event at our school is a success.   

 

 

GREEN HOUSE 
 

Central Elementary School 
 

Educator of the Year / Distinguished Educator:  Recognizes a teacher, administrator, special Ed, 

and social workers who have demonstrated outstanding service to the students. 

 

Janice Carpentier - A native of Lockport IL. , married for 23 years to Brad Carpentier. They have three 
sons, 13, 16, and 19. Graduate of St Frances University, a teacher since 1987; previously taught 2

nd
, 3

rd
, 

4
th
 and 5

th
 grades. This is her fourth year with Central School Elementary. Currently on the council for 

Central School Improvement program and will receive her Masters this year from Olivet Nazarene 



University for reading specialist.  Janice loves teaching her students the curriculum and the charter traits 

needed to succeed. 

 

Laura Howieson - Raised in Addison IL, graduate of Northern IL University, bilingual teacher for the 

ESI programs, teaching English as a second language for the 4
th
 and 5

th
 grades, Coordinator for the 

Spanish Club for 2
nd

 through 5
th 

grades, married for 8 years to Ian Howieson, two kids ï Heather age 5 at 
Bonnie Mc Beth Learning Center, Iana age 6 - 1

st 
grade at Central, and she previously taught English in 

stem in Mexico City, Mexico.  

 

Staff Member of the Year / Distinguished Staff Member:   Recognizes a staff member (custodian, 

teacher assistant, nurse, lunch supervisor, etc) who has demonstrated outstanding service to the 

school and students. 

 

Cindy Clark - Raised in Plainfield, graduate of Plainfield Central High School, and married her high 

school sweetheart, John Clark, for 24 years. They have two daughters.  One age 16 at Plainfield North 

High School, and one age 19 at Eastern Illinois University.  Cindy is a teacher assistant, lunch room 
supervisor, works with special needs children, and her parents Don and Carolyn Fox are currently living 

in Plainfield.    

Holly Wilkinson - Born and raised in Plainfield; married to John Wilkinson for 15 years.  They have two 
sons, Jacob age 13 attending Indian Trail Middle School and John Jr.  age 16 at Plainfield East High 

School.  Holly has been a part of the lunch room staff for 7 years and loves to greet the kids with a warm 

smile. She stated that working with the kids at Central makes her day. 

Distinguished Service Scroll: Recognizes a parent, teacher, or community member for their 

leadership and significant service to the school or PTA/PTO. 

 

Katie Green - Raised in Tinley park IL, graduate of NIU with a Masters in Education, teacher for pre-
instructional for special Ed, teaching for 18 years, 4 years with district 202, title one tutor for Central, 

married to Tim Green for 17 years, two children ï Megan age 9 at central and Allison age 13 attending at 

Indian Trail, Vice President of PTA, and whenever there is a special program or school function you will 
always see Mrs. Green involved servicing her happiest clients, the kids at Central School. 

 

Volunteer of the Year / Distinguished Volunteer : Recognizes a parent or guardian for their 

significant service to the school or PTA/PTO. 

 

Tammy Barnes - Native of Joliet IL, a teaching assistant for Mrs. Green 4
th
 grade and Mrs. Manfredi 3

rd
 

grade, has worked for district for 202 for 4 years, asst. for special Ed, married to Don Barns for 20 years, 
four sons Andrew 12 at Timber Ridge, Taylor 15 at Plainfield Central High School, Ken 30, Don 32, and 

she is always available for the kids or any function at Central.  

 

Regina Bonomo - Raised in Orland Park, and a graduate of Moraine Valley College. She has two sons 

both at Central, Zachary age 10 (5
th
 grade) and Ryan age 7 (2

rd
 grade) with her husband, Matt Bonomo of 

13 years. Gina is a teacherôs aid for ( Mrs. Dycus), was a C.A.P.E. Rep 2007/2008, PTA secretary 2005, 

ice cream social chair person, school store chair person, spirit wear chair person, and a volunteer of 
various projects. Whenever there is a program at Central Gina is in action. 

 



Kim Duffy - Raised in SW side of Chicago, her favorite things are the Book Fair Library helper, PTA 

member, hearing and vision screening, winter carnival, one of three chair persons for the playground 
extension, married to Greg Duffy for 14 years, two kids, 10 year old Tommy currently at Central, and 12 

year old Katy goes to Indian Trail. You can normally see her helping at many school functions.     

 

O.M.R.M. (Outstanding Male Role Model)Award: Recognizes a male volunteer for their leadership 

and or significant service to the school or PTA/PTO. 

 

Jeffrey Reach - Raised in Villa Park IL, is a Vietnam Veteran, United States Marine Corps; a graduate of 
Lewis University; has two daughters Janelle who is the head chair at Marianne Strokirk Salon on 

Michigan Ave age 40, Leslie a graduate of Southern IL University age 38, a son Zachary, age 11 (5
th
 

grade), married to Darlene Reach for 13 years.  Jeff is a PTA member, C.A.P.E. representative 
2009/2010, Asst. Cub Master for Pack 82, Central School year book, and a volunteer of various Central 

School projects.    

Keith Bollinger - Raised in Lombard IL, graduate of Lutheran College in Mankoto MN, graduate of 

Carthage College in Kenosha in Business Administration, married to Coleen for 19
 
years, 3 kids, Audrey 

11 in 5
th
 grade at Central, Jeremy 13 at Indian Trail and Adam 15 at Central High School. Whenever the 

school is in need of help just call Keith and he will be at your service.  

 

Crystal Lawns Elementary 
 

Life Membership Award  

 

Judy Bernoteit ï Judy has been a teacher at Crystal Lawns since 1967. Over the years, Judy has taught 

1st, 2
nd

 and 3
rd
 grade, but mostly 1

st
 grade. Judy is an innovative teacher who appears to effortlessly 

deliver instruction to six year olds. Judy has served Crystal Lawns and the Plainfield School Community 

in many capacities. Judy is also the most senior teacher in the Plainfield School District. We can estimate 

that she has touched the lives of approximately 1000 students. We are just glad that she chose Crystal 
Lawns.  

 

Distinguished Service Scroll 

 
Christina Garcia, Maggie Dones and Vicky DôArcy - Crystal Lawns Office Staff -  

The PTA recognizes the Crystal Lawns office staff with a Distinguished Service Scroll for their support 

of all the activities of the PTA.  These ladies handle it all.  Many people do not realize the amount of 
work that needs to happen behind the scenes of each activity. These women also go above and beyond 

their duties by filling in as bakers for class parties or helping by playing Santa for our needy students. 

They help to make our school a friendly, caring environment.  

 

Grand Prairie Elementary School 

PTO Lifetime Membership Awards  

Carol Luthanen - She takes each child she works with and treats them like they were one of her own. She 

is the type of teacher that former students return to see. Her kind and gentle style combined with the level 
of encouragement she exudes makes her an amazing educator. She often attends ore monthly PTO 

meetings and encourages other staff members to do the same. She has been a chairperson of the Market 

Day Committee. All is done with a smile on her face. 



Dawn Kasper - She became involved with the PTO from the moment her child began attending Grand 

Prairie, seeking out ways to get involved and give back to the school. Her goal is always to put first the 
best interest of the students, families, and staff. With a full time job, she makes plenty of time for the 

PTO. She took on the responsibility of stepping up to be a President of the PTO. Sheôs done all of this 

with the dignity and grace that defines who she is, both as a person and as a mom.  

Kim Radaker - This wonderful woman has served on so many PTO committees. She is one of those rare 

volunteers who does not wait to be asked to help but instead, her answer is always the same; ñWhat can I 
do to help?ò She is an amazing supporter of the organization, encouraging new families and others she 

encounters to become involved at our school and attending meetings. She has a kind word foe everyone 

she meets and is always careful to respect all opinions of those she works with.  

Lisa Lydon - She has been an amazingly wonderful PTO member since the first meeting she attended. 
Redefining what it means to be a member of the PTO, she does not just look to what has been done in the 

past, but rather to how we can move forward and make things better. She has chaired many committees as 

well as serving on the Grand Prairie Green Committee, teaching our students the importance of caring for 

our Earth. She does all of this because of the love and commitment she has for our school community. 

Dedicated and Deserving Dad Award (D.A.D.D.) 
 

Mark Dolbee - In the six years his children have attended Grand Prairie, he has been consistently 

generous with donating his time to make our school and our PTO better. It is hard to think of an event that 
he has not volunteered at. You would often see him during Landscape days, shoveling mulch and cutting 

down branches while trying to avoid the bees. He is the kind of parent who is always willing to lend a 

hand. You never need to ask, he is just there to help. 
 

Brian Gieseke - This recipient got involved, helping out at Grand Prairie, even before his children began 

attending school here. Many were impressed with the pride this man and his family took in our school 

when truly they had not yet made a real connection with it. He and his family became tremendous 
supporters of Grand Prairie and our PTO. In 2009 he became the chairperson of the Landscape 

committee, organizing the planting, weeding and spreading of mulch and making sure that our school 

looks great on the outside. 
 

Kevin Sinram - Kevin is a wonderful member of the PTO, always willing to lend a hand whenever asked. 

You will see him helping out at virtually every PTO event. He is the kind of volunteer who does not look 

for recognition and is willing to do whatever is asked of him; often times doing the ñgruntò work that 
makes our events possible. In addition to the help he offers the PTO, he is very involved with Cub Scouts, 

serving as a wonderful role model for the boys in our school. 

 

Dedicated, Interested, Concerned & Encouraging (D.I.C.E.) 

 

Kathy Cuculich - This recipient plays a most crucial role in the success of Grand Prairie School. You will 
often see her working numerous hours to complete tasks necessary to making things run smoothly and she 

is always there with a quick smile and a friendly word. She makes everyone who walks through the doors 

of our school feel welcome. She understands the importance of the role of parent volunteerôs play in our 

schoolôs success. She has been a tremendous supporter of the staff and PTO and assisting the PTO 
Executive Board in so many ways. 

 

Judy Crowhurst - Amazing, inspiring, caring, dedicated, encouraging. These are just a few words that 
describe this recipient. She is the teacher that leaves her students with such a wonderful experience that 



they want to come back years after their education at Grand Prairie is over, just to see her. She is 

innovative in her classroom, making sure that all students are learning at a pace they are comfortable 
with. She is very inviting of the parents and encourages communication with them. 

 

Dr. Dawn Ufkin - She is a teacher who strives to enrich the learning environment of her students. Her 

dedication and devotion can be seen after school, on weekends and during school. She inspires her 
students to want to learn. She is very professional in her daily activities and is well organized, often going 

above and beyond the daily requirements of her job. She helps at most PTO after school events and even 

when she is not scheduled to volunteer. 
 

River View Elementary School 
 

PTO Distinguished Service Scroll Award 

 

Shelley Falconer - Shelley is our PTO treasure. She stepped into this position midway thru the second 
month of school. Shelley is married to Mike and has three children, Scott 23, Sara 21, and Tanner 7.  In 

the past Shelley was a member of the Plainfield School Board, Vice President of the Plainfield Junior 

Cats Cheer and Poms. She was also finance chairman of the Plainfield Wrestling Club. She was an active 
member of the PTO at Grand Prairie, Timber Ridge and Plainfield South, and is a valuable member of the 

PTO here at River View. Thank you Shelley for all your hard work! 

 

Lori Dorman - Lori has been an active PTO member for the past three years helping with Book Fairs, 
Holiday Workshops to name a few. She is the Secretary of the PTO, Co-Chair for Market Day for the past 

two years and an active involved member at Hope Lutheran Church.  Lori is married to Fred they have 

twin daughters Claire and Gillian in 2nd grade at River View.  Lori is a Registered Nurse and works at a 
Pediatric Doctor's Office in Naperville.  Lori is an asset to our PTO board and brings enthusiasm, time, 

energy and new ideas to every meeting and PTO event. 

 

PTO Life Membership Award 

 

Jaye Ahoyt ï Jaye has been working in our community for more than forty years. Most have been in 

Plainfield School District 202. She began her career in 1974 at Grand Prairie. She earned her Bachelorôs 
Degree from Northern Illinois University in Elementary Education. She holds a Masters Degree from 

Aurora University. Additionally, Jaye has been a Reading Recovery Teacher for 11 years. We can only 

imagine the many young lives she has touched. Her gentle spirit and wisdom has guided many young 
students. She has the ability to change peopleôs lives. Jaye is a beloved teacher, friend and mentor to all. 

We wish her all the best in her retirement years! 

 

Janet Polanski ï Janet always gives her heart and soul to help. Janet served as PTO Treasure for two 
years before becoming PTO President last year and again this year. Sheôs on the Board for her 

subdivision, a catechist for 8 years, helps run VBS at her Church and is a 9
th
 Kyu in Karate. Janet is 

married to Greg and they have three daughters. Kaylene is 12 and an eighth grader at Timber Ridge. 
Courtney is 10 and in 5

th
 Grade, Emma is 6 and in 1

st
 grade. Both are at River View. There is no person 

more thoughtful and caring than Janet. 

 
Marsha Spidle -Marsha has worked for River View in the Media Center for 8 years. She works tirelessly 

coming in early and always staying late. She helps with the Book Fair every year working extra hours. 

She organizes and runs the morning announcements. She also helps with Battle of the Books. Marsha is 

married to Tim and they have three children. Courtney, 22 is a student at Eastern Illinois University. Neil, 



20 and attends Joliet Junior College. Logan, 18 and is a senior at Plainfield Central. Marsha will always 

be one of the greatest assets at River View, we are very lucky to have her.  

 

Indian Trail Middle School  
 

Educator of the Year Award 

 

Mrs. Barbara Schultz has dedicated 33 years of service to the Plainfield School District.  Barb embarked 
on her teaching career at the only middle school in Plainfield back in 1977, Indian Trail.  After spending 

time at Crystal Lawns Elementary and Timber Ridge Middle School, Barb returned home to finish out her 

final year in education at Indian Trail Middle School. Barb has an avid love for her students and learning 

as demonstrated by her commitment to education.  Her classroom experience and vast knowledge in an 
array of content areas including:  Language Arts, Social Studies, Math, Science and Learning Lab 

Director, have helped to mold many generations of Plainfield students. As we honor this extraordinary 

teacher for her faithful service and dedication, Barb is looking forward to retirement with her husband!   
 

Support Staff of the Year  
 
Mrs. Samantha Greek - For the past three years, has effortlessly dedicated her passion for teaching as an 

assistant to our special education department.  As an Illinois State University graduate and a Plainfield 

resident, Mrs. Greek is devoted to enriching student lives in her community. Mrs. Greek begins her day 

by providing individualized support in a myriad of classrooms and content areas to meet the needs of our 
students at Indian Trail Middle School.  For Mrs. Greek, the school day does not end at 2:31. Instead, she 

continues to devote her time and energy to supporting students that participate in our fine arts programs as 

an assistant director to our drama club and cheerleading coach. 
 

Indian Trail Spirit Award  

 
Mrs. Michelle Schade - IT has spirité.Yes, we do!  We have spiritéHow about you?  Indian Trail is 

thrilled to recognize her leadership in creating a positive school environment for students and staff. As a 

building/district committee volunteer, she understands the importance of advocating for a healthy and 

happy work climate. Do not be surprised if you see Mrs. Schade dancing and singing in the annual talent 
show, dressing up during spirit week, or finding time to plan and organize special events to celebrate 

teachers, such as flipping burgers as the ñIndian Trail Grill Master.ò Mrs. Schade started her teaching 

career as an Industrial Technology teacher and later transitioned into her current teaching position as a 
sixth grade Math teacher.  Mrs. Schade is passionate about the curriculum and teaching as she also 

devotes her time to tutoring Plainfield students in the evening.  Her devotion to Plainfield schools is 

personal as she currently has four students attending within the district.   

 

Distinguished Scroll Award  
 

Mr. Beau Wright - You cannot go wrong with Mr. Wright!  He began his teaching career 13 years ago at 
Indian Trail Middle School.  As a beloved Industrial Technology and Woodshop teacher, students are 

always anxious to begin the next innovative project in the woodshop.  In fact, over the past few years, Mr. 

Wright has collaborated with students to plan, organize, and construct doghouses, which were donated to 
local animal shelters.  Mr. Wrightôs dedication to students extends beyond the classroom walls as he 

transforms into Indian Trailôs Head Wrestling Coach and Outdoor Education enthusiast at the end of the 

day.  Indian Trail is honored to have such a positive student advocate in our school.    

 



Indian Trail Achievement Award  
 
Mrs. Mary Birkelund earned her education degree from Illinois State University, along with a 

distinguished Masterôs Degree from Benedictine University.  She has devoted 31 years of service to the 

field of education.  Prior to teaching for 15 years at Indian Trail Middle School, Mrs. Birkelund began her 

career in Florida at a Montessori school with a focus on early childhood.   
Mrs. Birkelund has been an asset to the Plainfield School District with a specialized background in 

diversity and cultural awareness. As a lifelong resident, Mrs. Birkelund cherished this historic community 

and raised a family with two wonderful daughterôs right here in Plainfield. 
 

Distinguished Male Influence Award 
 
Mr. Thomas McLaughlin - Mc Donaldôs is not what first comes to mind when we hear the word, Mac, at 

Indian Trail Middle School. Known to the students as Mr. Mac, he was destined to become a teacher as he 

grew up in a family of educators.  Mr. McLaughlin graduated from Ball State University then quickly 

earned a Masterôs Degree from Lewis University. Mr. McLaughlin devoted many years to educating and 
mentoring adolescents at the Boys and Girls Club of America. Mr. McLaughlin joined the Indian Trail 

team in 2007 where he taught Physical Education, Social Studies and is currently the Dean of Students.   

 

Indian Tra il Office/Administrator of the Y ear 
 

Mr. Rivera - Mr. Rivera is a great principal, the students at Indian Trail really like and respects him.  He 
is a supporter of the whole school and is there to talk to if the students need to.  Mr. Rivera did not give us 

a lot of information on himself so we asked students, they all pretty much said the same thing, Mr. Rivera 

is the greatest, and that is why he received the most votes for this award. Congratulations Mr. Rivera. 

 

Volunteer of the Year Award 
 

Mrs. Therese Schmidt - Therese along with her family resided in the Plainfield school district for many 
years.  She was PTA President for Central Elementary for several years.  She is now a terrific asset to 

Indian Trail, As well as being our CAPE rep. Therese can also be found selling concessions during our 

home games. Therese is well recognized by a great number of students in our school.  Indian Trail is 

extremely grateful and lucky to have Therese as one of their best volunteers!  Thank you Therese for 
everything you do. 

 

Timber Ridge Middle School 
 

Timber Wol f Pride 

 
Mark Hietikko - He is an excellent teacher who is never satisfied with good enough. Whether in the 

classroom, helping students during lunchtime or after school in Art Club, he pushes students to try more, 

achieve more, and brings out the best in all of them. He is an agent of change, and his can-do attitude can 

be infectious to students, staff, and parents alike. He is always striving to become a larger part of the 
school community. He will never say no and is always willing to lend his amazing artistic ability to any 

situation.  

  
Liz Raak - She not only is an excellent ELL teacher, she also makes students feel comfortable and 

welcome at Timber Ridge. She organized our most successful ELL night that we have had. With the help 

of other teachers Ms. Raak went door to door to hand out personalized invitations to ELL students and 



families. She called individual parents and motivated her students to be excited about the evening. She 

cares so much for the success of our Timber Ridge students, that she did a lot of this off the clock. 
  

Keith Marston - He has been at Timber Ridge for 5 years; during this time, he has proven himself a 

mentor for all.  He has coached boys track, boyôs volleyball, girlôs volleyball, and become our athletic 

coordinator. He has served as interim Dean of Students and directs the Discipline Leadership Team, in 
addition to integrating various positive incentives within the building. He has shown himself to be strong, 

motivated, and a positive role model for students.  

 

A.B.C.D. (Above Beyond, Classroom Dedication) 

 

Marianne Leahy is a cheerleader for many causes. She has started programs to raise money and supplies 
for the troops overseas (with OSYTIL), drummed up support during the week of Veteranôs Day and is 

raising money for the Special Olympics with the Plainfield Plungers (Polar Plunge Team). She is the 

founder of the TR Cares Committee to help bridge the gap between the community and the school. Under 

her excellent guidance TR Cares, helps raise money, supplies and awareness for many worthwhile causes 
within the school. She literally is TR Cares! When someone asks who caresé Mrs. Leahy cares! 

 

Janet Lindstrand has been an asset to Timber Ridge students since the building was opened. Countless 
students know that her classroom is a safe place, where they can feel loved for at least 80 minutes of their 

lives. In her classroom, she has created a place where everyone looks out for each other, where values 

matter as much as academics, and where students feel like they are part of a family. They know they can 
share their problems with her and she will have a shoulder for them to lean on. They invite her to their 

sporting events and concerts, and she attends with pleasure.  

 

John Hughes utilizes high energy to engage students in every lesson. His teaching methods allow 
students to FEEL Social Studies, rather than reading about it. His love of history and dedication to 

students is evident in their daily participation and inquisitiveness. His lessons focus on core values that 

we want to instill in everyone. He also makes himself available to be part of the Drama Club, and helps 
build teamwork with the crew. Mr. Hughes is a positive male role model for the middle school students of 

Timber Ridge.  

 

Sandy Batinick always advocates for her students and each of their needs. She cares about each of them 
and takes the time to talk with them when needed, especially those with difficult home lives. She makes 

sure every student is safe by always being out in the hallway during passing periods. She is a mentor for 

the new teachers in the school, helping to answer questions and offer advice. Mrs. Batinick is a nice, and 
welcoming teacher who cares about the well-being of the students. If you do not understand something, 

she is willing to explain the lesson, per the students needs. If someone is hurt, she will rush to that person 

to make sure they are all right. 

 

Stacey Hietikko has worked very hard trying to improve communication at Timber Ridge Middle School. 

She has put in numerous hours piecing together bits of information from the staff and the PTO to create a 

monthly newsletter that is both informative and attractive. She has been our Timber Ridge PTO Vice 
President for this year, while working a full time job. Stacey was also instrumental in having a PTO 

Display case within the school, to inform students, parents and visitors of upcoming events with the PTO, 

as well as starting the Capri Sun recycling Program. We all appreciate her efforts to foster better 
communications at TR.  

 

Jen Branner has been on the Timber Ridge PTO Board for the last two years, first serving as our 
Secretary, and this year our Treasurer. She has been integral in getting the PTO information out to the 

community, and suggesting ways to raise funds for future projects. She has helped on ñPicture Dayò, GFS 



Pie Sale pick-up, and passing out samples to our membership, while all along having a full time job, and 

being active in the community. Without Jenôs help the PTO could not accomplish nearly as much as it 
does. 

 

Plainfield High School ï Central Campus 

PTO Lifetime Membership Award  

Lisa Lydon - She has been an amazingly wonderful PTO member since the first meeting she attended. 

Redefining what it means to be a member of the PTO, she does not just look to what has been standardly 
done in the past, but rather to how we can move forward and make things better. She has chaired many 

committees as well as serving on the Grand Prairie Green Committee, teaching our students the 

importance of caring for our Earth.  She does all of this because of the love and commitment she has for 

our school community. 

PTSO Lifetime Achievement Award 

Dawn Thiele - I have been fortunate to have been very involved with PTO since 1999, with the support of 

Phil, my husband, our children, Sara and Adam.  I have volunteered to help with include Sophomore 

career days, the blood drive, supervising the foods classes while they prepared cookies for an alumni 

homecoming tea, serving refreshments during the spring musical, school mailings, presenting the PTO 
Scholarships on Senior Awards Night, and currently serving as the CAPE. Representative for PCHS.  I 

still have a few years here to go, and look forward to many more opportunities and experiences. 

PHSCC Stephen P. Hunt Award Winner 

 
Anne Campbell - I have taught physical education and health for 26 years. Fourteen years have been in 

P.S.D. 202 where I spent 5 years at Indian Trail M.S and 9 years at Plainfield H.S. I received an Award of 

Excellence from P.S.D. and a Teacher Excellence Award from the Regional Physical Education 

department chairpersonôs. I currently coach middle school cross-country and varsity softball. I have been 
named Sectional Softball Coach of the Year twice. I serve as a mentor coach for the Wildcat Athletic 

Leadership Club. I love teaching students about fitness and how it can positively affect their lives.  

 

 

ORANGE HOUSE 

 
Creekside Elementary School 

Educator Appreciation Award  

Annette Anastopoulos - My name is Annette Anastopoulos, and for as long as I can remember I have wanted to 
be a teacher. I live in Joliet with my husband Nick, son Leo, and daughter Sophia. In 2001, I received my 

bachelorôs degree from the USF and shortly after I taught kindergarten at Creekside. The following year I moved 

to first grade and have been in room 122 ever since.  In 2008, I received my Masterôs Degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction. I see myself as a lifelong learner who continues to grow each year. I feel truly blessed to have a job I 

love so much! 



Jamie Tsambikou - I received a B.S. degree in Speech Pathology in 1987. Upon graduation I began 

working with hearing impaired students. During this time I earned my elementary teaching degree. I 
earned my Masters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction in 2008. I  have 2 children - Bridget is 12 and 

Nicholas is 9. I stayed home for a while to raise my children. I joined Plainfield School District 202 in 

2002. I began working at Creekside as a third grade teacher in the 2004-2005 school year. I have truly 

enjoyed working at Creekside, and I thank Kevin Slattery for the chance.   

Lifetime Membership Award  

Jeffrey Peterson - While in his ninth year of teaching Physical Education at Creekside Elementary, Jeff 
has implemented several programs designed to benefit students in need. He coordinated a winter coat 

drive that saw 208 students ñkeep warmò this winter. Plus a weekly program provides backpacks full of 

food for students to take home over the weekend. He is humbled to receive such a prestigious award.  
Jeffôs focus is on being an encouragement to struggling students and their families facing economic 

hardship, while instilling charitable characteristics in the students he teaches.  Jeff truly loves working for 

District 202 and the students make all his efforts worthwhile.  

Service Scroll Award 

Kimberly Martin - I began my education career at Concordia University, River Forest, where I earned my 

B.A. in Education.  I then taught one year of fourth grade in Elmhurst School District 205.  I have been a 
fifth grade teacher at Creekside Elementary School for the last five years.  I love working in District 202, 

and I have be able to work with so many wonderful people.  While at Creekside I earned a M.A. in 

Curriculum and Instruction.  This year I have the pleasure of organizing student council with the 

tremendous help and support of Leah Sinclair, our social worker. 

Greg Owen - Greg Owen has been Creeksideôs PTA Vice President for the past two years. He is married 

to Patti Owen, a third grade teacher at Creekside. He has two lovely daughters, Jennifer, a seventh grader 

at JFK Middle School and Allison, a fifth grader at Creekside. He is employed as a supervisor for LG 

Electronics US, Inc. in Romeoville. Greg has tried to be a good role model as a parent and father and 
finds volunteering very fulfilling.  He has enjoyed working with all of our volunteers and being a part of 

all the great things Creekside PTA has been able to accomplish.   

Lesa Biesiadecki - Lesa is awesome. She has coordinated so many PTA events this year.  She rallies up 

her volunteers and they all have a great time. She has added concessions to most of our current events and 
does it with ease! Last year, she did a phenomenal job on putting together our first Fun Fair and she has 

great ideas for this year too. She does all this while mothering three children while her husband, Dan is 

currently serving in Afghanistan. Lesa, Creekside appreciates all that you do!  Thank you for 

volunteering!  

Karen Urbanski - I have lived in Romeoville for 10 years with my husband Ron and children Tyler, Alex 
and Lauren.  Tyler and Alex are 6th graders at JFK and Lauren is a third grader at Creekside.  I have been 

working as a lunch supervisor at Creekside for the last 3 years.  I have been involved with the PTA as a 

volunteer for 4 years and this year as 1st Vice President.  I was in charge of our Valentine Grams this year 
and we sold over 2900.  What fun it was to see the kidôs excitement when I delivered the boxes to their 

rooms! 

Leona Jones-Gervase  - Leona Jones-Gervase began her teaching career in elementary music in 1974. 

She enjoys writing and is a published author of short stories for literary magazines.  Ms. Jones returned to 

teaching general and choral music at Creekside in 2001.  In an effort to show the district how important 



strings are to an overall music program, Ms. Jones volunteered her time this year and introduced a string 

program at Creekside.  She continues to involve the community in Creekside performances, and looks 
forward to teaching for years to come.  Besides music, her three furry friends, MacFin, Bailey, and Baron, 

bring great joy and laughter to her life. 

Adam Ubben - Adam Ubben grew up in Rockford, Illinois. At the University of Illinois, he earned his 

Bachelorôs degree in Art Education.  His student teaching placement brought him to Creekside. Mr. 

Ubben is very proud to have been part of the Creekside community for the past eight years. It is his goal 
to create an art room where students can be creative, explore different mediums, and produce multiple 

works of art.  He has continued his education, earning a Masterôs Degree in Educational Leadership.  Mr. 

Ubben hopes to continue being a leader and role model for his students and peers for many years to come.     

 

Elizabeth Eichelberger Elementary School 
 

The Bess Eichelberger Staff Member of the Year Award 

 

Anne Savickas worked as a District Permanent Sub Nurse, then at Walkerôs Grove and has spent the last 
two years at Eichelberger Elementary. Her favorite part of the job is incorporating her broad interests and 

experiences, both professional and personal, into the work she does. Married to John for over 20 years, 

Anne also has two sons, Jonas, 16, and Tomas, 10, and two angels who watch over the four of them. The 
children of Eichelberger are lucky to have Nurse Anne. 

 

Trevor Harris has served in District 202 for five years starting with Eagle Pointe, moving to Walkerôs 

Grove and finally opening Eichelberger Elementary in 2008 as principal. He loves working with teachers, 
helping them to become better educators, hosting fun principal lunches and watching his students smile. 

He successfully united parents and students, all hailing from different schools, and created a tight-knit 

community. In his free time he enjoys playing menôs fast pitch softball, heading into the city for a Sox 
game and spending time with his wife, Laura, and his kids, TJ, 5, and Kayla, 3. 

 

Nancy Adducci has taught at Wesmere, Eagle Pointe and at Eichelberger. She loves being a kindergarten 

teacher and making a positive impact on her students. The kids love to see her smiling face in and out of 
the classroom and parents appreciate her caring approach to education. At home, she has her husband, Al, 

her son, Joe, and her daughters, Amanda and Katie. 

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

 

Dawn Knoebel has served as the President of Eichelbergerôs PTA for the last two years. Her dedication 
resonates through every school event and she is always there to offer a smile to veteran and new parents. 

She loves seeing the enjoyment on the faces of kids and parents whether sheôs handing out donuts to 

parade volunteers or passing out popcorn at movie night. Dawn and her husband Howie have lived in 

Plainfield for eight years with their three kids, Jake, 11, Alex, 9, and Brooklyn, 6. 

 

Kim Masonôs family has lived in District 202 for five years. She has always volunteered as much as she 

could at her children's schools. She feels that it is her responsibility as a parent to help give her children 
the best educational experience possible. The time and energy she gives at Eichelberger is her way of 

saying ñThank youò to the staff for their hard work. Kim is an integral part of the volunteers at 

Eichelberger, always happy, smiling and ready to lend a hand. This award means a lot to her and her 
husband Mike, and her three boys Nathan, Hunter, and Brendan. 

 




