
5th Grade 
Outdoor Education

White Pines Ranch
Oregon, Illinois



The bus ride to WPR

ÅBoys and girls ride on 
separate buses with 
two teachers each.

ÅStudents are allowed 
to have music with 
earphones for the bus 
trip.



Arrival at WPR

ÅThe students must 
carry their own 
bags. 
ÅWhite Pines Ranch 

staff gets them 
settled into their 
bunk rooms.



Ranch House

ÅThe ranch house 
includes the bunk 
rooms for the 
students & 
chaperones and the 
mess hall.



Bunk Rooms

ÅThe girls are on one 
side and the boys are 
on the other.  

ÅThe rooms are above 
the mess hall area.

ÅEach room has its own 
bathroom with 
individual showers.



Bunk Rooms Cont.
ÅBedding is provided. 

ÅStudents may bring 
their own pillow 
and/or favorite 
blanket.

ÅEvery two students 
share a dresser. 

ÅTop bunk has safety 
railing.



Crystal Lawns Staff
ÅDr. Baxter and 

eight additional 
teachers come with 
the students to 
WPR.

ÅNurse Lori is also 
available, in case of 
emergencies.



Chaperones
ÅChaperones are chosen 

randomly.

Å5 òMomsó and 5 òDadsó 
come with us to WPR.

ÅChaperone 
responsibility is 
discussed at a 
separate meeting. 



Major Activities
ÅCooperation Games

ÅHorseback Riding

ÅOrienteering

ÅOwl Pellets

ÅProject Wild

ÅQuarry

ÅTotem Poles 



Cooperation Games

ÅGroup problem solving that focuses on 
cooperation by all members of the group.

ÅVariety of games.



Horseback Riding

ÅLearn all about horsemanship.

ÅEnjoy the trail ride led by experienced 
riders. 



Orienteering

ÅIntroduction to the use of the compass.

ÅSmall groups problem solve designated 
courses using the compass.



Owl Pellets

ÅLearn all about owls. 

ÅDissection of an owl pellet.

ÅStudents will bring home their dissected pellets.



Project Wild

ÅLearn all about wildlife ecology.

ÅTake a hike through the areas around 
White Pines Ranch.



The Quarry

ÅFossil hunting at the Ordovician dolomite 
quarry.
ÅStudents are able to bring home the 

fossil(s) they retrieve from the quarry.



Totem Poles

ÅLearn all about the creation of totem 
poles.
ÅStudents work cooperatively to create 

their own group totem pole.



Critter Corral/Recess



Getting Ready for a Meal

ÅLine up to come inside.

ÅStudents must change 
into their òinsideó 
shoes.

ÅStudents are 
encouraged to wash 
their hands before 
every meal.



Mess Hall
ÅAll meals are 

served buffet 
style.

ÅMeals change daily.

ÅA variety of 
beverages are 
available.



Dining Room
ÅStudents love the 

food at WPR!
ÅStudents are 

responsible for all 
clean-up after 
every mealé
ÅHopper duty is 

shared by all!



Nighttime Activities

Activities may 
includeédancing, 
miscellaneous 
games, souvenirs, 
camp bingo, and a 
hayrack ride.



Additional nighttime 
activitiesé

ÅStudents will journal daily about their 
experiences at WPR.  
ÅStudents will enjoy a snack each night 

before bed.



Campfireé

ÅGroup campfireé

ÅLots of singingé

ÅBeautiful sunsetsé


