
New Law Requires Eye Exams For Illinois Children  
 
With the support of the Illinois Federation of Teachers and the Illinois Optometric Association, the General Assembly 
passed SB 641 into law, requiring comprehensive eye examinations for children entering kindergarten or enrolling for the 
first time in public, private, or parochial elementary schools in Illinois. 
 
"Clear and comfortable vision is essential for learning, and this new law will help Illinois children succeed and reach their 
full potential," Ed Geppert, Jr., president of the IFT, said. "This measure will help children read and see chalkboards more 
clearly. All Illinois children deserve the tools they need to fulfill their potential, and our students will benefit from this 
law." 

 
The new law takes effect January 1, 2008, requiring eye exams within one year prior to kindergarteners starting school in 
the fall, and for all students who are entering a school in Illinois for the first time. Proof of the required eye examination 
by a licensed optometrist must be submitted by Oct. 15 of each school year. Additional vision examinations at various 
grade levels may be required when deemed necessary by school authorities.


