
 
 

 

 

 

 

Published every 3 weeks, the Grand Prairie Gazette is a combination of news from 

the Grand Prairie PTO and Office. 
 

 
   

 

 

  

Grand Prairie Gazette 
Plainfield School District 202 

“We Prepare Learners for the Future” 
  

                 October 7, 2011 
 

At A Glance: 
October 2011 

10th  No School—Columbus Day  

 

10th-14th  National School Lunch Week - Grand 

 Prairie's lunchroom will be having 

 special events this week. 

 

13th  Market Day Pick-Up 4:45 PM 

 Gym 

 

13th Student Council  ―Affy Tapple‖ Pick 

 Up 4:00-6:00 PM – Gym 

 

17th-21st PTO Fall Book Fair (Information 

 will be sent home) 

 

17th  Student Council and Kids Care Club 

 Food Drive for ―World Food Day‖ 

 begins. It will run until the Christmas 

 Break begins. 

 

21st PTO Box Tops Contest Ends 

 

22nd Electronics Recycle Drive 9:00 AM -

 1:00 PM in the school gym.  Bring in 

 your old electronics to recycle.  

 
18th Vision and Hearing Screening 

 

20th/21st Parent/Teacher Conferences  

 **New this year, 5 hour attendance 

day ** (Information inside) ** 

 

28th Fall Celebrations (Information inside) 

 

28th  Student Council ―Smencils‖ Sale 

during the Monster Bash 

November 2011 

1st PTO Meeting 6:00 PM Media Center 

 

8th No School—Teacher Institute 

 

10th Market Day Pick-Up 4:45 PM  

 Gym 

 

 

 

GOAL = 100% Participation 

Fall conferences  are scheduled  for: 

Wednesday, October 19
th 

7:45-8:45 a.m. 

4:00-7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, October 20
th 

7:45-8:45 a.m. 

2:30 -7:30 p.m. 

 

Our partnership with parents is  key to your child’s 

successful education! 

Please join us on this educational journey. 

 

 

Calling all Dads, Uncles, Grandfathers, and Older 

Adult Brothers… 

 
Grand Prairie is exited to announce our WATCH D.O.G.S (Dads of Great Students) 

program! We are looking for father figures to volunteer at least one day in our 
school. Our first annual kick-off event is Wednesday, October 12 th from 6:30-7:45 
p.m. It will take place in Grand Prairie Gymnasium. This kick-off event is for father 

figures and their children. There will be FREE food, raffles prizes, and activities for 
kids and dads. Father figures will get an opportunity to learn more about the 

WATCH D.O.G.S program and a chance to sign up for a day to volunteer. Please 
mark your calendars!!! It is going to be an awesome event!  

 

Green Tip of the Month –October – “Meatless 
Monday ”  

 
Grand Prairie is encouraging students to go green by 
participating in Meatless Monday, an international campaign that 
encourages people to not eat meat on Mondays to improve their 
health and the health of the planet.  Going meatless once a 
week may reduce your risk of chronic preventable conditions like 
cancer, cardiovascular disease, diabetes and obesity. It can also 
help reduce your carbon footprint and save precious resources 
like fresh water and fossil fuel.  Visit the website to see recipe 
ideas.  http://www.meatlessmonday.com/  
 
 

http://www.meatlessmonday.com/
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FALL FEST CELEBRATIONS-OCTOBER 28th 
 We will have our annual parade on the sidewalk around the school at 2:00 pm, weather permitting.  In 

order to maintain our learning environment during the morning, we require that students BRING their 

costumes and put them on just before the parade.  (Kindergarten students can come to school in their 

costumes.)  There will be limited help for costume changes, please choose costumes that  

students can manage independently. 

 

 Parade 10:30 AM 

Celebrations 10:45 AM 

PM Kindergarten-5th Grade 

Volunteer Check-in 1:45 PM 

Parade 2:00 PM 

Celebrations 2:30-3:30 PM 

 

For health reasons, please discourage your child from sharing make-up and combs with other students.  

In order to make this an enjoyable day for everyone and not to frighten our younger students, we will 

not be allowing gruesome, bloody, or excessively scary costumes.  In addition, in keeping with District 

Policy, no weapons (even play weapons) will be allowed.  Parents are invited to watch the parade.  Let’s 

hope for beautiful weather! 

 
***NEW  Important information on the 5 Hour Attendance Day*** 
New this year to the Plainfield School District community is the “5 Hour 
Attendance Day ”.  We have several scheduled throughout the school year.  The 
school hours for these days are 9:05 AM -2:05 PM. We will serve lunch as 
usual on these days.  There is no Kindergarten Attendance on these days. 
 
 

What is Character Counts! 

Character Counts! is a program that encourages our students at Grand Prairie to demonstrate the six pillars of 

character as they interact with others at school, at home and in the community.  Teachers are provided with various age 

appropriate activities that can be used in the classroom during the month.  Each month a different pillar is emphasized: 

 October—Trustworthiness 

 Trustworthiness… 

Definition: Trustworthiness is being honest, telling the truth, keeping promises, being loyal so that others can trust you, 

being reliable (do what you say you’ll do), having courage to do the right thing, standing up for your beliefs even 

when it is hard to do so, building a good reputation, and standing by your family, friends, and country. 

  

Other words used for trustworthiness are: 

Honesty 

Integrity 

Reliability (Promise-keeping) 

Loyalty 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
We would like to congratulate each of this past month‟s Character Counts representatives!  These students were 

chosen by their teachers and classmates for best representing the Trait of Citizenship. The students were recognized 

in our morning announcements; they received a certificate and were photographed to be displayed in the front 

hallway. 
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Friendly Reminders… 
 

The “Aluminum Can Trailer” is back at Grand Prairie!!  Please help us “Go  Green” and recycle aluminum while 

earning Grand Prairie extra money.  For each full trailer GP earns roughly 300.00!!  We are NO longer collecting 

plastic bottles – ONLY aluminum.   

 

Please ask your children to check the “Lost and Found” for any of their missing items.  It is over flowing with 

„found” belongings already! 

 

If any of  contact phone numbers change during the school year, please inform the office of changes, or 

you can change them yourself on the school website via Connect-Ed link. It is important that we have the 
correct information in the event of an emergency. 

 
 
  

 PTO News….. 
  
The Special Events - Monster Bash:  If you have any old Halloween decorations that you would like to 

donate to the PTO please contact Lisa Lydon at 815-351-6583.  The decorations will be used for our 

Haunted Halls Area and around the school during this event.   More information to follow.  

  

The next PTO Meeting will take place on November 1, 2011 in the Media Center at 6:00 p.m. 

  

 Market day fall fundraiser pickup is October 19.  From 4:00 pm - 6:30pm by the front hall. 

 

 
 

Music News… 
The 1

st
 Grade Musical is November 29, 2011.  This year’s show will have the 

children “teaching” the audience tips on saving the planet.  A suggested 
costume for your child is to dress them in a homemade costume representing a 
symbol of recycling, such as an electric bulb, recycle bin, or ANY other 
creative idea you may have!  We always love seeing what you created on the 
night of the performance. If you choose not to make a “homemade costume” 
please have them wear jeans and a green shirt.   

 
Below are the times of each of the classroom shows. 
 
5:30 show – Mrs. Krippelz, Mrs. Sloan, Mrs. LeBron 
 
6:30 show – Mrs. Lindner, Mrs. Toohey, Ms. Eskridge 
 
Students should be dropped off, in costume, 15 minutes prior to the 
performance at their HOMEROOMS. Their teacher will be expecting them.  This is 
always a big night for the children because it is their first show.  Feel free 
to invite extended family members.  
We look forward to seeing you soon!!! 

 
 


