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Published twice a month, The Grand Prairie Gazette is a combination of news from the  
Grand Prairie PTO and Office. 

 

 

 

 

At A Glance 

October 2009 

 

3
rd

   Homecoming 

 

6
th

   PTO Meeting 6:30pm 

  Media Center 

 

6
th

   Room Rep. Tea 7:30pm 

  Media Center 

 

7
th

   Picture Day-Gym 

 

8
th

   PTO Family Night Out 

  Chuck E Cheese’s 

 

12
th

  Columbus Day – No School 

 

13
th

  Teacher’s Institute – No School 

 

15
th

  Market Day Pick-Up 

 

15
th

 & 29
th

  Vision/Hearing Screenings 

 

20
th

  Science Club Starts (Section 1) 

   3:30-4:45 

 

30
th

  Fall Celebrations 

  1:45 Parade 

  2:15 Parties 

 

30
th

  End of First Quarter 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ways you can fit into  
being a good citizen! 

 
This month students learned  

characteristics of a good citizen. 
Good citizens take care of  
each other and our world.   

They reduce, reuse and recycle. 
 Good citizens follow rules.   

Grand Prairie has specific rules  
for the hallways and the bathrooms.  

Good citizens respect authority 
 including school staff members,  

parents and civil servants. 
Good citizens care about all  
members of our community  

including senior citizens  
and neighbors. 

 
Your children are great citizens! 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Band and Choir News!   

Record ers have been ordered for 4 th & 5th graders . They will receive them in 2 weeks.  

We have extras if you have not ordered yours yet.  

 

òSombrero for Santaó is the 1 st Grade performance on  Dec 3 rd . 

The theme  for the show is òElvesó in holiday colors. 

A letter will be coming home with more details around the beginning of November.  
 

 

 

 

Hot Lunch  

Hot lunch menus and student account information are available at www.mymealtime.com. 

You can create an account for your family. Then you will be able to check balances  
and make deposits to your account.  

  
 

 

 

Art Room News: 

$NLHMF RNNMtq4PT@QD b "QS{  :NTQ BGHKC VHKK BQD@SD @ OQNIDBS CTQHMF @QS BK@RR SG@S 

VHKK AD RDMS SN 4PT@QD bu @ BNLO@MX SG@S BQD@SDR OQNCTBSR VHSG XNTQ BGHKC½R @QSVNQJq  

This program is also a great fundraiser for art supplies used throughout the school 

yeaQq  #D RTQD SN KNNJ ENQ XNTQ BGHKC½R O@BJDS BNLHMF GNLD RNNM{   

 

 

 

Vision and Hearing Screenings 

Vision and hearing screenings will be performed at Grand 
Prairie on Thursday, October 15.  All Kindergarten and 2nd grade students will be vision and 
hearing screened.  All 1st and 3rd grade students will be hearing screened.  Any 1st, 3rd, 4th or 5th grade students 
who receive any special services (such as special education, speech) will be vision and hearing screened regardless of 
grade.  If you have any con cerns about your student and would like for them to be screened, please c ontact Nurse 
Jenni at (815) 436-7000 x206. 

 

 

 

http://www.mymealtime.com/


 

 

News from the Office  

 

When calling in a student absent please leave the following information: 

×         Studentõs name  

×         Spell the last name  

×         Reason for the absence including symptoms   

×         Your name and a phone number where you can be reached  

 

The districtõs new policy includes keeping track of illnesses.  If your student has gone to 

the doctor for any reason, please get a doctorõs note and return it to the school nurse. 

 

If you would like to be in the school directory and did not fill out a School Directory form 

from your registration package last year, please contact the office at 815-436-7000. 

 

The traffic in the office during lunch time is very heavy. You can help us by packing your 

childõs lunch in the morning instead of bringing fast food in the middle of the day.  We do 

not have the space or the office personnel to adequately handle the amount of lunches 

coming into the office every day.  We will no longer interrupt classroom instruction by 

calling down to classrooms if lunches are brought to the office.  Please support us in this 

new practice. 

 

We understand emergencies arise which make it necessary for parents to request a change 

in the way a student gets home from school.  However, we have had many non-emergency 

changes each day which often causes students and staff to be confused.  It is very important 

to us that your child gets home safely every day.  Please help us by making arrangements 

prior to the start of the school day by sending a note to your childõs teacher.   If you do need 

to change the way your student is getting home, please call the office before 2:30 at 815-436-

7000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ice Cream Social  

We want to thank everyone who helped make this night a success including participants, volunteers, staff 
members, and Student Council members who served ice cream and helped with pottery.  
 

 

Just A  Reminder  
We are still accepting PTO Family Membership Dues ($2.00) and Room Party Donations ($3.00 that is $1.00 
per party). We will continue to accept these throughout the school year. As in the past, only parents who 
are PTO members may be the lead parent for a party.  

 
 

Picture Day  

Picture Day is just around the corner, on  October 7th a (C-Day). 
Everyone will be photographed whether they are ordering or not. These pictures are use d for the yearbook 

and for school IDs. If your child has PE on C-days, please be sure to send gym shoes. Specials still go on as 
planned.   
 

 

PTO Meeting   
The next PTO Meeting is on Tuesday, October 6th at 6:30 pm in the Media Center.  We will have a room 
party Meet ñnò Greet at 7:30 pm after the PTO meeting.  If anyone is interested in leading a party for Ms. 
Ryan, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Crowhurst or Mrs. Rayôs classroom, please contact Penny at 815-260-4225. 
 

 

Market Day  

Market Day orders for October are due by October 5th.  Market Day pick-up is on October 15th from 4:45 to 
5:30 pm in the school gym. 
 

 

Family Night Out   

Join us for Family Night Out on Thursday, October 8th from 3-9 pm at Chuck E Cheeseôs in Joliet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Media Center  Newsletter  

The students are very excited to come into 
the media center, find a goo d book , sit, relax 
and read!   

This year, the stu dents will once again have 
their own library card.  We have had lessons 

on using the Destiny Electronic card catalog 
and the students are becoming quite 
proficient at finding their books.  All students 
have received an orientation session in which 
we discu ssed book care, the catalog and 
finding that ñjust rightò book.   

Welcome Back!  

Grand Prairie 
Elementary 

Joliet, IL 

 

Se pt em b er  2 00 9  

 

 

During our orientation, we read the picture 
books ñMr. Wiggleôs Bookò and ñThe Shelf Elfò 
which helps reinforce good book care and 

library responsibility.  

 

Kindergarten and First Grade  

Awards for Elementary Books  
Grand Prairie participates in voting for 

two Illinois awards:  The Monarch award, 
for grades K ï 3 and the Caudill award, 

typically a chapter book for grades 4 ï 8.  

Throughout the year, the teachers and I 

will read selections of the Monarch 
nominees to our primary students; fourth 

and fifth grade students will have book 

talks on those books from the C audill list 
in our library.  I encourage you to access 

these lis ts of excellent books through a 

link on the media center homepage.  

 

 

 

 

BBAA CCKK  TT OO     
SS CCHH OO OO LL !!   

Kindergarten and first grade students come 
into the media center as whole groups.  
They are encouraged to check out one book 

which can be kept for one week.  For 
example, if your ch ild has library on an A 
day, the book is due the next A day.  After 
checking out their books, the students are 
given a library mini - lesson and read a 
selection from our library.  We will read 
many of the Monarch Award nominees 
between now and February, wit h a 
sprinkling of non - fiction as well.  

 

Grades 2 -  5 
Students in grades 2 ð 5 come into the 
media center in small gro ups during their 
guided reading block.   They are 
encouraged to choose two items (two 
books or one book/one magazine) which 
can be kept for one week.  For example, if 
your child checks out a book on an A day, 
the book is due the next A day.  Renewals 
are available.  

 

BOB is coming!  

Have you heard?  Fifth grade 

students have the opportunity to 

participate in Grand Prairieôs first 
Battle of the Books!  Students will 

be learning more about BOB at 

the bottom of September, wit h 

sign up coming right after.  
 Five books off the Caudill 

listéweôll announce which 5 

in November!  

 Teams of 5 students  
 Itôs FREE!  Itôs FUN! 

 Itôs optional. J 

 



 

 
 

 
To help make this October 16 thbenefit for Nancy Hund a success, 

we are asking for the following donations to b e delivered to 
Grand Prairie by Friday, October 9th: 

 
 
 

Kindergarten - Napkins 

1st Grade ¦ Parmesan Cheese 

.QRq 8@SJHMR½u .Rq $NW½Ru ¬ .Qq -DHO@QS½R $K@RRQNNLR ¦ Plastic Forks 

.QRq 1@KLDQ½R ¬ .QRq &KLTR@½R $K@Rsrooms¦ Plastic Spoons 

3 rd Grade ¦ Boxes of Spaghetti 

4 th/5 th Grades ¦ Jars/Cans of Spaghetti Sauce 

Staff ¦ Salad Dressing (Italian/Ranch/French)  

Student Council & Kids Care Club ¦ Please deliver any baked goods to school by 

3:30 p.m. on the day of the fun draiser.  

 

 

Volunteers are also needed to  

set-up between 3:30 ¦ 5:00 p.m.  
and to serve between 5:00 ¦ 9:00 p.m.  

 
 

If you have any questions regarding donating or volunteering for this event, please 

contact the following people:  

Janan Szurek  815 -436 -7000  jszurek@psd202.org 

Eva Eppenstein  815 -260 -6929  cedrkid@aol.com 

Madonna Burns  815 -546 -1028  madonnawebster@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jszurek@psd202.org
mailto:cedrkid@aol.com
mailto:madonnawebster@comcast.net

