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HOME OF THE WILDCATS  

At A Glance  

May 2010 

May 10
th

-17
th

 Discovery Testing 

 2
nd

 – 5
th

 Grades  

 

May 11
th

 PTO Meeting –  

 6:30 p.m.  – Friaco’s Restaurant 

 

 Nurse’s Day 

 

May 17
th 

–21
st
   Discovery Testing 

 Kindergarten & 1
st
 Grade 

 

May 18
th

 5
th

 Grade Band Concert  

 @ Timber Ridge - 7:00 p.m. 

 

May 20
th

 & 21
st
  5

th
 Grade Outdoor Ed. 

 8:40 a.m.– 4:20 p.m. 

 

May 25
th

 Incoming 2010-2011 Kindergarten  

 Open House     5:30 – 7:00 p.m.    

  

May 25
th

   Volunteer Breakfast- 7:45 – 8:40 a.m.  

 

May 27
th

   3
rd

 Grade Fashion Show  

  Media Center 

 

May 28
th

   5
th

 Grade Bowling Trip  

  Assembly: Wheel of Wisdom  

 

June 2010 

June 1
st
  4

th
 & 5

th
 Grade Awards Assembly  

  9:15  a.m. 

 

June 2
nd

   Last day of School – Full Day 

  Field Day 

  

Creating TeRRiFiCC Kids! 

Over the course of this school year, students have 

heard numerous announcements and have 

participated in monthly lessons related to the 6 

Pillars of Character Counts!  Our goal is to guide 

children to make decisions that their parents, their 

teachers and themselves will be proud of.  Ask 

your child if he or she can give you an example for 

each of the Pillars: 

T ς Trustworthiness 

R ς Respect 

R ς Responsibility 

F ς Fairness 

C ς Caring 

C ς Citizenship 

 

 



 

 MEETING       PLEASE JOIN US ON 

TUESDAY, MAY 11TH FOR OUR MONTHLY PTO MEETING AT 

FRIACOôS RESTAURANT AT 6:30 P.M.  THIS WILL BE THE LAST 

MEETING FOR THE 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR.  
 

Box Tops  
Don't forget to turn in your box tops by May 21 st for the last contest 
of the year.  Good Luck! Your class might be the winner.  
 

 
 

chool ews 

Discovery Testing 

Discovery testing for grades 2-5 will be the week of May 10 -14 and for grades 
K-1 testing will be the week of May 17 -21.  Please make sure your children 
have a good breakfast and get plenty of rest.  
 

5th Grade Band Concert   
5th Grade Band Concert is Timber Ridge on May 18th at 7:00 p.m. 
Students should wear their formal black and white.  They are asked to be 
dropped off at 6:00p .m. for early rehearsal.  The doors will open for parents 
at 6:45pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend!   

 
The 4 th  & 5 th  Grade Awards Assembly  will take place 

on June 1st at 9:15 a.m. in the school gym. The parents of students receiving 
awards will receive an invitation to the Assembly.    
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

etirees 
Grand Prairie has three people retiring this year.  
Susan Peterman  is a 4th grade teacher who has been teaching at Grand 
Prairie School since it opened in 1971.  Altogether she has been teaching for 
42 years!! 
Sandy Matheis  is a 3rd grade teacher who has been teaching at Grand 
Prairie since 1992. Altogether she has been teaching for 32 years!!  
John Rutherford  has been a custodian for the past 14 years.  10 years at 
Grand Prairie. 
We send them our most heartfelt thanks for their 67 years of commitment to 
Grand Prairie, our staff and our students!!!  
 

 message from the office  
 

Media Center 

Please be aware that all books are due back in the Media Center by 
Wednesday, May 26th.  So please make sure your child knows where 
his or her book is located. 

 
Kindergarten Open House for incoming 2010-2011 kindergarteners is 

May 25th from 5:30 ï 7:00 p.m.  You can register your child for kindergarten 
by calling the school office at 815-436-7000 to make an appointment.  Please 
let your neighbors who have incoming Kindergarteners know about 
registration.   
 
 

2010 ï 2011 School Registration  forms are due. The forms 

went home with students on April 9 th.   Please fill them out, sign them and 
return them to the sc hool office as soon as possible.  In order to be placed in 
a classroom, the registration forms must be returned. Fee statements will be 
coming home soon. 
 



 

ext books  need to be returned in good shape by the end of the 

school year. Teachers will be collecting books and any books that are not 
returned or not returned in good shape will be charged to the student.   
 

 message from the Nurse 
Nurseôs day is May 11th. 

Thanks Nurse Jenny for everything you do! 
 

A reminder to parents of all current Kindergarten and 2nd grade students -- If you have not already 
turned in a dental form for your student, please do so by May 15 th . 

 
 
Reminder to parents of all students who have medications in the nurse's office -Please remember to 

pick up your student's medication at the end of the year.  Any medications that are not picked up 
will be thrown away. Please be aware that students CANNOT   take medications home.   Also, the 
nurse will be sending home medication forms and care plans for next year in the next few weeks.  

Please be watching for them to come home.  They can be returned before the beginning of next 
year.   

 

Protect your child from the SUN 
 

The weather is finally warming up again, and we are able to get outside in the beautiful weather.  When the 

temperature isn’t too high, it’s easy to forget that your children need to be protected against sunburn.  It’s 

important to remember the following tips about protecting your children while outside: 
Ç 9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭƻǳŘȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǎǳƴōǳǊƴΦ 
Ç If your children are in or around water/sand, be sure they are covered or are wearing sunscreen. 
Ç The sun in most intense between 10am and 4pm.  Try to stay inside or be sure your children have on sunscreen during that 

time. 
Ç There are 2 types of sunrays against which your children need protectionτUVA rays and UVB rays.   
Ç The SPF factor of a sunscreen only tells how well a sunscreen protects against UVB rays. 
Ç You need to use sunscreen that contains avobenzone (Parasol 1789), zinc oxide or titanium oxide to protect against UVA 

rays also.   
Ç 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǎǳƴǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜΣ ƴŜŎƪΣ ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊΦ 
Ç The type of clothing your children wear is important too.  Long sleeves and pants protect better than short ones.  Dark 

colors protect against sunburn better than light ones.  Dry clothes protect better than wet ones.   
Ç If you hold the fabric up to the light and can see ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¦±! ŀƴŘ 

UVB rays.  Your children should have sunscreen applied under those fabrics. 
Ç There are clothes available for swimming made from fabric that protects against UVA and UVB rays.  There are labels on 

them that state the protection offered and they protect at that level even when wet. 
Ç You must reapply sunscreen frequently.  It should be reapplied at least every 2 hours and even more frequently when 

playing in water or sweating. 
Ç Sunscreen does expire.  A good rule is to buy new sunscreen at the beginning of every outdoor season (early to mid-spring) 

and buy new again at the same time every year. 
 

If you have any questions about being out in the sun or applying sunscreen, please call Nurse Jenny at (815) 436-7000. 
 
 


