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Dear Thomas Jefferson Families,

Wow, we have had a great start to the 2011-2012 school year. 1 would like to thank everyone for

your
Jefferson!

positive

energy,

support

and

0l etds get

It was great to see so many of you at our Curriculum Night last night! The staff was so excited to
get an opportunity to share with you what your child will be learning this year. We look forward to
seeing everyone at the upcoming Parent/Teacher Conferences in October. 100% participation is our

goal!

Last year, the District formed a Bully Task Force in order to ensure that our response to bullying is
consistent. This year, each building in the district has established a bully hotline and an email

address. Please see the school website for additional information.

Finally, 1 would like to remind parents that drop off and pick up their children to please follow the
flow of traffic and drop off and pick up their students when they are directly in front of the building
between door A and B. We ask that everyone remain in their vehicles and if you wish to come up and

pick up your child, please park in a parking space and walk across.

Please be sure to pull all the way

up as far as you can so that we can get as many vehicles in line in order to keep it moving.

Thank you once again for a great start. Please mark your calendar with the important dates noted in

the newsletter.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Boyce

Thomas Jefferson Elementary
School

1900 Oxford Way

Joliet IL 60431

815-577-2021
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TJ Soars to New Heights!

The Thomas Jefferson PTO
Board also welcomes all
families back to school as
we celebrate our fifth anni-
versary! The PTO Board
challenges the entire school
community to help Thomas
Jefferson ‘Soar to New
Heights’. Throughout the
year, please look for these
‘golden’ opportunities in
your child’s take home
folder. All PTO correspon-
dence will be sent home on
golden paper, so it will be

easy to spot. All PTO ac-
tivities will support the
school wide theme of
‘travel’ this year. We look
forward to your participa-
tion to make this a stellar
year!

Consider joining the PTO

& volunteering for one of
the committees! Member-
ship is $5 per family. Why
join? PARENT+TEACHER
= ORGANIZATION: sup-
porting the academic, social

& leadership success of
every Thomas Jefferson
student! We look forward
to working with you!

Adrianne Callahan, Presi-
dent

Margaret Kantor, VP
Mary Murray, VP
Anne Grzesiak, Secretary

Mareya Marmoll, Treasurer
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION From District 202 Education Partners

e The proposed 2011-12 budget
is now on public display for 30
days as required by law. A public
hearing at 5:45 p.m. on Wednes-
day, September 21, 2011. This
meeting will be held at the district
administrative center, 15732 How-
ard Street, Plainfield

e The Plainfield Police in con-
junction with the Canadian Na-
tional Railroad police will be con-
ducting another day of railroad
crossing safety enforcement on
Route 126 near Indian Trail Mid-
dle School from 2:30-7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, August 30, 2011.

e The state law defining
"truancy' has changed.
Please read this important
information and remember
that consistent and regular
attendance is very important
for student achievement,
among other benefits.

e The Board of Education will
meet in special session at
6:30 p.m. Monday, August
29, 2011 to hold a work study
session on the proposed
2011-12 budget. The meeting

is open to the public and will
be held at the district admin-
istrative center, 15732 How-
ard Street, Plainfield.

Our friends at the Plainfield
Area Interfaith Food Pan-
try are distributing school
supplies to District 202-area
students who otherwise could
not afford basic school sup-
plies.

Please go to www.psd202.org for
more information on these &
other stories.

New Teachers & Job Changes at Thomas Jefferson

We welcome the new teachers this
year with great enthusiasm. Miss
Bergmann, the new Art Teacher, takes
over for Mrs. Blank while Mrs. Blank
begins her new journey as a 4th grade
teacher. Mrs. Holshouser joins the 5th
grade team, Mrs. Terman, the 2nd
grade team, & Mrs. Brophy an dMiss
Deliberto make up the Kindergarten
Team.

Sheri Duenser joins the Speech &
Language Pathology staff, new school

nurse Chris Kobe joins Nurse Popek ,
& Mrs. Sourek changes gears and
switches from 5th grade teacher to
Learning Resource Director as Mrs.
Priesbe left the library for the full
time position of Retiree. Mrs. Craig
makes the jump from 2nd grade to 3rd
grade. Mr. Estrada & Mrs. Lulic in
ELL, Ms. Fleming in Social Work,
Mrs. Ryan as a Reading Specialist, &
Miss Gardiner, Mr. Lofgren, Mr.
Manahan & Miss Esposito join our
Special Ed staff. To our new Special

Ed TA’s we also bid a warm Thomas

Jefferson welcome!
.|
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Fall Fund Raiser

This year’s PTO fund raiser is spon-
sored by Great American Opportu-
nities. Merchandise ranging from
cookie dough, to wrapping paper, to
jewelry & magazines give the Tho-
mas Jefferson community plenty of
opportunities to choose something
for themselves or loved ones. We
also have the ability to register
online and do our shopping that
way, or pass along an email to fam-
ily & friends far & wide so that they
might order. The children receive
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This DELIGHTS® catalog went home with all
TJ students on August 25,2011

prizes based on how much they
sell. The fund raiser runs until
September 8, 2011. Proceeds
benefit the school through the
PTO.

There is an ‘Opt Out’ form that
went home with your student if
you so choose, but we hope you’ll
take some time to look through the
catalog.
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Upcoming Events

SEPTEMBER
2 9:45am C.A.P.E. Meeting
@ District Bldg.

5™ NO SCHOOL Labor Day

6™  7pm PTO Meeting @

Thomas Jefferson
6-8  Walkathon sponsored by
the P.E. Dept.
gt Fall Fund Raiser is due

9t 6pm Movie Night

14™  6:30-7pm Market Day Pick
Up

15" 6:30-8 Watch Dog Kickoff

22" 6-7:30 Candy Bar Bingo

26-30 SPIRIT WEAR WEEK

OCTOBER

4™ 7pm PTO Mtg in Media Center
7™ 9:30 C.A.P.E. Mtg @ Dist Blg
13" 3:40pm Book Fair Set Up
14™  7:30am Grand Event
17-21 BOOK FAIR during school
20-21 Parent Teacher Conf.

24-28 Red Ribbon Week

24-28 Butter Braid Sales YUM!

Whatis C.A.P.E. ?

CAPE, or Committee of Admini-
stration & Parent Groups for Edu-
cational Efficiency, provides &
promotes a forum for an open ex-
change of information & ideas,
questions, concerns & suggestions
among the district's various parent
groups, district administration &
community liaisons.

CAPE includes district office ad-
ministrators, building principals &
assistant principals, each school
parent group's president and/or co-
president, one representative from

w%u’s,
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Et. 59 & Black Ed.
Shoressmood

each parent group, District 202
Board of Education members and
district liaison officers.

Meeting monthly on the first Fri-
day at 9:30am at the District
Building (Howard St. in Plain-
field), a wide range of topics are
discussed such as Homecoming
details, financial matters, academic
testing, curriculum, long term
goals of the district, bussing, & the
list goes on.

Every year, representatives from
each school attend an annual gala

to celebrate the exceptional parent
volunteers and staff members who
are then given an award for their
service to the school. Our families
are able to nominate a parent or
staff member for consideration,
then those nominees are voted on.
The winners attend the ceremony
& are awarded a commemorative
gift to mark the occasion.

If interested in attending, the next
meeting is on September 2, 2011.

From 5 until 8pm on August 30th, partial

proceeds
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from Wendyds
to Thomas Jefferson PTO! Stop in, enjoy
an evening free from cooking!



ARTS*ATHLETICS-ACADEMICS

The labels for education program at Thomas Jefferson is an effort coordinated by PTO Vice
President, Margaret Kantor. Through the program, we collect UPC’s & beverage caps from
participating products to earn points that can be redeemed for FREE educational merchandise!

Our goal this year is to collect 18,000 points that can be used to obtain educational, musical &
artistic items for our school. Simply save UPCs & beverage caps from the participating products &

drop them off in the school.

If you have any questions or would like to help with the collection drive, please contact Margaret
at 815-348-0688 or margaretkantor@yahoo.com.

Thank you for your support. Together with the LABELS FOR EDUCATION program we can
build a better school for our children!

10 Point Products

Emerald® Nuts
Glad® Food Storage
Pop Secret® products

If you have any questions
about the participating prod-
ucts, visit
www.labelsforeducation.com
for a complete list of products
and point values.

5 Point Products

Campbell’s® Soup Products
Dannon® Kids Yogurt
Emerald® Nuts
SpaghettiO’s®

Time Inc.®Magazines

V8® Soup

1 Point Products

Bic® Pen Products
Campbell’s® Products
Dannon® Yogurt
Franco-American® Products
Pace®

Pepperidge Farm®
Post®Products
Prego®

Swanson®

V8® Beverages
Wolfgang Puck®




