Lab Report Format

1) Title Page

	Title of Lab

Your Name

Your Partners’ Names

Date

Class/Period


2) Abstract (Summary)

· A brief paragraph outlining the phenomena being studied, the experimental procedure, results and conclusions

· Place on a separate page


3) Observations / Problem Statement

· Original observations that prompted the study

· The question that your lab is attempting to answer

· Definitions/Other information regarding the lab


4) Hypothesis

· A statement that your experiment is attempting to prove or disprove


5) Materials List


6) Procedures

· Step-by-step listing of the experiment

· Accurate description of data collected

· Must be precise enough to reproduce results

· Pictures or sketches of your setup are helpful


7) Data

· Summary of the data that was collected during the experiment.

· Graphs, tables, etc.


8) Conclusions

· Was your hypothesis proven or disproven?

· How does your data relate to your hypothesis – use specific examples from your laboratory results.

· What errors may have affected the outcome?
· How can this procedure be improved upon?
Lab Report

Rubric

Format
 

	5 
	Paper is professional in appearance, typed in an appropriate font and according to defined format

Lists, procedures, and data are neatly presented

Sections are clearly labeled

Title page is formatted according to defined format

Lab report is “clean” in appearance

	4 – 3


	Paper is not typed or is hand written neatly with proper advance notice

Paper is missing clearly outlined sections

Lists, procedures and data are unclear in their presentation

	2 – 1 
	Paper is sloppy in appearance, hand written

Sections are missing or incomplete

	0
	Little or no effort is made to present the lab report in the defined format


Style

	10 – 9 – 8 
	Language and tone is appropriate and correct

Spelling and grammar is appropriate and correct

Graphs and tables are included when appropriate

Graphs and tables are clearly and properly titled and labeled, including appropriate units and descriptions

Additional sections as required by the particular lab activity are all included

Sections are complete and accurately reflect lab activity

	7 – 6 – 5
	Some errors with spelling and grammar

Graphs and tables are inappropriately labeled or titled

Graphs and table are difficult to read 

	4 – 3 – 2
	Language is colloquial, unprofessional, or unscientific

Graphs and table are not included when appropriate

	1 – 0
	Little or no effort is made to present the report in an appropriate scientific style


Content

	10 – 9 – 8 
	Summary is clear and accurately summarizes the experiment

Problem Statement/Observations are clear and relate to the experiment

Hypothesis is a clear, well-written statement

Materials list is appropriate and complete

Procedures are very well outlined, step-by-step, and precise

Data is complete and accurate

Conclusions are complete and reflect the results of the experiment.  Any necessary explanations and computations are included.

All required information for the particular laboratory report is included

	7 – 6 – 5
	Various sections of the report are unclear, incomplete, or demonstrate inaccuracies

Conclusions are unclear.  Any necessary explanations and computations are included, but are in error.

Required information is presented, but is unclear, incomplete, or demonstrate inaccuracies

	4 – 3 – 2
	Various sections of the report are missing, or do not reflect the laboratory activity correctly

Conclusions are vague and do not reflect understanding of the laboratory activity.  Any necessary explanations and computations are missing.

Required information is missing

	1 - 0
	Little or no effort is made to present an accurate and complete reporting of the laboratory activity


Format 
  5 points

Style 

10 points

Content
10 points

=================

TOTAL
25 points

A-25,24,23

B-22,21,20

C-19,18

D-17,16,15

F-14 or less
