How to prepare for quizzes, tests and finals.

Helpful hint 1:  The more time spent in class on a topic, the more likely that topic is to appear at least once.

Helpful hint 2: Take notes, if the teacher says “make sure this is in your notes” that is teacher speak for “this will be on the test”.

Helpful hint 3:  Read the chapter and do the homework.  In fact, read the chapter and take notes.  If there is something that does not make sense, put a sticky note on the page so you will remember to ask about it.  Believe it or not, the information in the book is not always totally clear.  Make your teacher feel useful and ask a question.  Something more specific than “I don’t get this” will result in a more specific answer.

A day or two before the quiz or test:

1. Go back over the material, try to figure out what might be on the test.  Write this down, keep the helpful hints in mind.

2. Make a cheat sheet, even if you can’t use one.  It will help you get the information in one place, and it will be useful for studying from.  If you can use a cheat sheet, working from it while you study will help you find what you need during the test.  If the teacher says “make a cheat sheet” that is teacher speak for “you are going to need the cheat sheet because this test is challenging.”
3. There is usually a review the day before the test or quiz.  Write down what is reviewed, this is material that will probably be on the test.

4. Take the practice test.  Use your cheat sheet.  What have you missed?  Are there math problems in the section?  Can you do them?  Quickly?  Practice math problems so you can do them in the time you have.

5. Practice essay type questions as if you were giving a speech.  That’s right, out loud.  Don’t look at a topic and decide you can answer a question, prove it by talking through a review question.

