Back to Chem links
FORMAL LAB REPORT TEMPLATE

Fill in information where there are brackets [  ]

You may use the style of bullets you prefer.  Make sure to number the procedure steps

Answer all the questions, use complete sentences and number them.

[Title of Lab ]

[Name]

Lab Partners [Names]

Unknown Number [  ]

[Date(s) lab work done]

[Class/teacher’s last name/period]

Abstract: 

[                     ]

Purpose and Background:

The purpose of this lab is [                  ]

This lab relates to the following topics studied in class:

[                   ]

Important definitions and other information are:

[                          ]

Hypothesis

The theory illustrated by this laboratory experiment is:[          ]

So I can make the following hypothesis for this lab:

If [        ], then [          ]

Materials used in this laboratory experiment.

[           ]

Safety items for this laboratory experiment

[          ]

Procedure

[           ]

Data Table

[          ]

Questions

Discussion

[Procedure]

[Data]

[Results]

[Errors]

Appendix

Appendix 1: Draft procedure used in lab

Appendix 2: Draft Data table written during lab
Appendix 3: Draft Results Table

Purpose and background information:

Form: The purpose of the is experiment is ...........

In a formal lab this is more than one sentence. 

Include (Background):   Those theories or ideas from class or your text that are used in the laboratory. Definitions of important terms that will be used in the lab.

Materials:

Form: A Bulleted  or numbered lis of the materials that were actually used in the experiment.  IMPORTANT:  This may not be exactly the same list as in the book or the original lab report.

Safety:

Form: a Bulleted or numbered list of safety precautions for THIS experiment.  Include at least three precautions.

Procedure:

Form: Numbered steps for how this experiment was actually performed.  

Your procedure may differ from the original procedure.  Make sure your procedure is what you actually did, and is accurate enough that someone else could use your lab report to repeat the lab and get the same results you did.

Data table(s):

Form: Data tables or columns (tables are easier to use in word processors).  Each table  MUST have a title.  Each row and column must have a title.  Include all the information that you gathered in your observations.

Graphs:

Form:  Each graph must have a main title, the X and Y axes must have titles and units.  Make sure the data is plotted correctly.  Most graphs will be coordinate plots, bar graphs will seldom be used.  When you are making a graph, make sure you know what kind of graph you should be using.  ASK.  You will be told if the graph must be hand-drawn or if you may use a graphing program (or both).

Questions:

Form: Number the questions and answer them completely in paragraph form.  If a question has more than one part answer all the parts.


Answer ALL the questions unless you are specifically instructed not to do so.  Use complete sentences or complete mathematical statements.  Answering the questions will help you write the conclusion.  Think of them as hints.

Discussion/Conclusion:

Form: Use complete sentences and paragraph form.

The conclusion will have four short paragraphs:

Procedure:  Summarize the procedure in two or three sentences

Results:  Give the results in detail. Use at least two sentences  include numbers as appropriate.

